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I¥TRODUCTION

Tha following anendotes are based on loncldents
which I witunessed or stories [ was told whilst based as a
fleld engineer witk the Public ¥orks Department of Western
Australia in various parts of the State between 1948 and
1865. " 1 have taken the liberty of calling it Twenty Years
in the Field, which takes into account the three years or
parts therecf I spent at Fremantle Barbour Vorks, the BHP
Shipyards in ¥Whyalla im South Australia and Stirling Dam
befors jolning the Pablic Vorks Department in 1948,

I have purposely left out a large amount of detail
about the works on which I was engaged and have only
raferred to them whera £t has been relevant to the siory.

I have also restricted the anecdotes to ones which
could be told with Impunity. Tnfortunataly many of the

ather storles ¢ould not be put to paper.
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Imperial to Metric Coaversion

411 units have been expressed as those applying at the time
and na attempt has been made o convert thenm from imperial to metric.

Currency

One pound = 20 shillings = 240 pance = % 2,00

¥eights and Measures

Length

Cne inch = 2.54 cantimetres

Cme foot = 30.84 centimetras

One yard = throe feet = 0.914 matres

One chain = 68 fzet = 20.12 metras

= 100 links

One mile = 80 chains = 5280 feet = 1609 motres
Area
" One acre = 43,560 square feet = 0.4047 hectares
Valume

"

Ons cubic foot 9. 0283 cubic matres
One cubic yard = 0.7646 cublc metres

One acre foaot = about 271,300 gallons -
= 1233 cublic metres

One milifon imperfal galloms = 4546 cublc metres

One gallon = 4.546 litres
Veight

One ton = 1.01% toones
Pressure -

One pourd per square fnch = 6.895 kilopascals

Tesperature

32 degrees Fahrenhelt
212 degrees Fahrenhelt
100 degrees Fahrenheit

1]

0 degrees Centigrade
100 degrees Centigrade
3% degrees Centigrade

Precipitation
Ona Inch = 100 points = approximately 25 millimetres

CHAPTER OFE

FREMANTLE HARBOUR YORKS 194445

Englneering Gourses

From sometime prior to 1939, the Engineering course at the
University of WA comprised five years with the fourth year belng
cpent in the field. During the war years the course was raduced to
threa years and the degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering
(B.5c. {Hog}} confarred jin llau of the higher degree of Bachelor of
Engipeering (B.E.), on the understanding that the reciplent of the
lower degree would be able to complete the higher dagree cace
bostilities hed ceased. It was also understood that should the
undergraduate fail {o complete the three year course or should bhae
complete the cpurse and the war was still LIn progress he would be
required, uwnless mampowered, to join one of the armed services.

In 1945, in my second year at university, 1 applied to foin
the Royal Australian Air Force, which was golng to be my chosen arm
of the services should I fail oy course. Ii 30 happened that omn 15
iugust 1945 Japan surrendered and Vorld ¥ar [I wms over. Due to the
ROW shartened course 1Y became even mare essential that angineering

studants carried out soma practical work durizg the long wniversity
vacations.

I enrclled at the University in 1644, and spent my first’
vacation working as a student engineer at Fremantle Harbour Vorks,
where my weekly gross earnings were cne pound ($ 2) and my weekly

net earnings after tax were 19/11.
Harbour Works Activities

At the time [ worked at the Fremantle Harbour Vorks,I was
iiving with my parents at 56 Allen Street, East Fremantle.To get to
work I bad toc walk down ALlen Street to Marmion Street to catch the
Marmion Street tram into Fremantle. This lins, wunliks the onz on
Canning Highway, was a slagle track termimating at McKimmie Street
in Palmyra. To allow inward and outward goiog trams to pass, there
was & short loop line im High Street, just below the war memorial,
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Thera was alsoc a secoud loop in Marmion Street'ﬁétwﬂen Allen
Street and Cuslow Street. The tram lime in Narmion Street was laid
in that section of the road reserve which now takes the east bound
traffic from Fremantis, I would alight at the city terminus at the
Fremantle Rallway Station and then walk down Phillimare Streat to
the Harbour Vorks office, which was located behind the Fremantle
Harbour Trust offfces. Both offices, which must have basn built at
the turn of the century were timber framed warren type waatherboard
buildings. A long passage ran dowe the centrs of the fHarbour Works
Office, and on either side there were a number of offices accupiad
by engineers, surveyors, draftsmem, supervisars, foremen, dredging
superintendents, and clerical staff,

This was my first introduction to the sound of pile driving
and dredging aed the smell of caal fires, hot steel and sisai. The
three months whick I spent at tha Fremantle Harbour Works comvinced,
me that ! had chosen tha right vocation. I was fortunate enough to
see firgthand trafler suction and bucket dredging in and arousd the
Fremantle Harbaur. I also had my first involvement with the pouring
of precasf and insitu concrete. Apart from the carrying out of lead
lire scundings, I obtained some practical experiance in surveylag
and the setting out of railway tiracks and in the gperailon of an
echo scunder in the outer harbour, Twoc of the projects, in which
I was involved were the construction of the foundatigos for tha
grain gallery and a rising conveyor on the north wharf and the
comstroction of a poatoon to $ake an 8¢ tom crane.

Swinging the Lead

(ne of the first jobs I was glven was working witk a survey
tean recording the depth of water i{n the Fremantle Earbour. This
was carried out ian a 12-14 feet length rowing boat which carried a
"erew! of four. The survey boat carried a measuring reel and a
stunding teel. The measuring reel comprised of a light sieel cable
wound around a drum , the base of which was fixed near the stern of
the boat. The soundiag reel was a light steel lead weighted line
which was wound arousd a4 hand hald wanden real. Both wires wera
leather tagged at regular internals with holes punched through the
leather tags to 1ndlcate distance and depth.

4% ths commencsmant of the work the measuring line, to which
& hook was attached at one end, would be securad to a plla at tha
wharf faca such that the reading 09 on the iine was at tha face of
the wharf. Two of the crew would then row out to a point somewhere
past the middle of the Darbour, using the row of plles along the
pler line as a direction guide. A third member of the crew would
take up the slack on the measuring line as 1t reeled out.

Once the start point had been reached, the two rowers would
man the measuring reel and slowly wind the boat back to the wharf
stopping momentarily at a required grid distance. The third member
of the crew would hatdle the 1ead line regularly sounding the
bharbour buttom as the boat slowly inched back to the wharf face.

Xy job as the recorder or bookman was to enter the distance
and depth into a stiff covered sounding book as the figures were
called out. At the start of each run ! also entered ths pier number
at the wharf face as a part of the grid refsrsnce and the time. The
time was essentfal te allow the soundings 1o be later raduced to
their true depth below the Barbour Datus, which was low water
Fremantle. The information was derived either from a visual reading
of tide gauges located at the wharf face or else from the rap off
sheat from the automatic tide recorder housed in a surge free well
within the harbour. The information so gathered was them plotted on
sounding grid éﬂeets back at the office for the comparison of pra
and post dredged depths, the calculating of siltation or erosion or
for determiniang draft Iimitatiops on vessels vusing the harbour.

Submarines and Cotton Vaste

In the summer of 1944 the war with Japan was still on and
Fremantle Harbour played 2 very lmportant role in the sea liok
betwaen Ausiralia and the war zome just to the north of us. As one
of the vnlnformed public through censorship and as an 14 year old I
mst confess that I was not fully awara of how critical those war
years were for Australis in general and this State in particular.

| remamber well how crowded Fremantle Harbour was, with all
berths being fully coccupled with tackers, supply ships, cargo ships
and naval vessels. In particular I recall the American apd alliied
submarines which were mocred three and mnre abreast alongside the
‘north wharf just down harboor froz Lhe then evisting grain berth.

13




On one memorable day in Jamuary 1945, with the temperature
well over the old 100 degree mark we were carrylng out routine
soundings across the harbour, having to dart in and out behind the
towering rusted bows and sterns of vessels clinging along the wharf
face, rowlng out to midstream , winding ourselves back to the wharf
face and then repeating the process over and over again. There were
dozens of American submarines moored along the wharf face not far
from where we were sounding. A large grain ship the Panamanian was
loading wheat at the grain berth.

And then it happened - A small explosion, a puff of black
smoke and a red flame - the water was alight.

On  one of the submarines moored about three out from the
wharf face, repalrs were being carried out to the conung tower. The
work could have involved the fitting and brazing of some part npear
the hatch . As was often the practice then, the welder had kept a
plece of smoldering cotton waste at hand to relight his oxy welding
torch as and when required.

On ancther submarine nearby the bilges were belng pumped out,
perhaps with the intent of the discharged olly mixture leaving the
harbour on the outgoing tide.

It is belleved that the smoldering bit of cotton waste was
dislodged from the deck of the submarinc, fell into the water and
still smoldering floated downstream to mingle with the o0lly mixture
being discharged from the submarine a short distance from the first
one. The fire quickly spread to other patches of oil, particularly
to areas under the timber wharves, and in turn the grain vessel, the
Panamanian, which was loading wheat at the grain berth on the north
wharf. There was lmmediately a general alarm through the harbour
with all non essential services being cleared from the area. Our
survey team was one of them. i

I believe that there was a general exodus of craft from the
harbour. The fire was brought under control and all port activities
returned to normal within a few days and our survey team resumed
sounding along the line on which we had been working just prior to
the alarm.

One of the then junior engineers, Malcolm McCleery, was given
the unenviable task of assessing the fire damage beneath the wharf.
Vhen he completed his task and emerged from beneath the wharf he
had taken on the appearance of a Black and White minstrel.
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Staff at Fremantle Harbour Vorks

Some of the engineers I met at Fremantle Harbour Works in my
first encounter with the outside world became very close associates
of mine in later years. Both Norm Henry and John Gillespie occupled
the position of Englmeer for Harbours and Rivers, during the time
that 1 worked under them at Bunbury, Derby and in head office.
Malcolm McCleery, who became a very good friend of mine , was the
Senlor Engineer for the North Vest Branch when [ was later based at
Derby in the sixties,

At the end of this vacation, I vowed that perhaps one day, 1
would end up at Fremantle Harbour Works. I never did,



CHAPTER TVO
VHYALLA GSHIPYARDS 1945/48
Home from Home

In the second year vacaticm, I, together with seven other
students from Vestern Australia, +two from Queensland and one from
South Australia managed to get a2 job in the B.H.P. Shipyards at
Whyalla in OScouth Australia. This was my first trip out of Vestern
Australia and also was to be the longest time I had been away from
the comforts ﬁf my own home ln East Fremantle. In December 1945 I
caught the train out of Perth Station to Port Augusta. Vith me were
one of my best friends from Perth Modern School, David Dunwoodie,
Bob Mofflin, Dick Marmion, Alan Olden, Laurie Hayman, Brian Johnson
and John Marriott. Ve then transferred to a coach to take us down
the gulf to Whyalla, where we met up with Doug Moffat and John
Bourne, who had driven all the way down to Whyalla from Brisbane
and Peter NcBride who had come from Adelaide.

¥Ve were accommodated in quite good singlemens’ quarters io a
part of Whyalla, &known +then as Crete Park , and which was within
walking distance of the shipyards. There would have been about six
or more brick accommodation blocks with each block housing about
thirty workers in single rooms. There was a large mess , which
would have catered for up to 200 men at one sitting and a separate

amenities block .
The Shipyards

This was my first introduction to life on a construction site
and [ found the ramifications of management and labour of great
interest, particularly as neither I nor my fellow students would
have even made the bottom rung of the ladder. I[n order to enter and
leave the shipyard enclosure one had to punch a time clock, which
printed ones time of arrival and departure 1in 15 minute intervals
on a card supplied to you. This meant that if one was going to be
one minute late for work one may as well be fourteen minutes late
as one would be docked a quarter of an hour irrespective of the
arrival time.
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In converse likewise, 1f one was to clock off a minute or
fourteen minutes befare the official finishing time ome would still
be docked a quarter of an hour, For a person wha never had to face
up to a strict time control before, I found this most fascinating.
It did not seem to matter very much as to what you did, where you
did it or how you did it, provided you were inside the Shipyard
enclosure between the specified starting and finishing times of the
shift.

At the time I was working in Vhyalla BHP were building three
coastal type D Class wvessels in the order of 2,400 Gross Tonms,
the SS Delamere, Dorrigo and Dulverton, which all became a part
of the fleat of the WVestern Australian State GShipping Service,
which served the HNorth West and the Kimberley ports of Vestern
Australia in the 1960s.

In order to give us a wide experience of shipbuilding we were
allocated to various areas of the shipyard. 1 started my time in
a large building which was known as the Loft. This was where the
plywood templates were made for all parts of the ship. Large sheets
of ply were laid down on the timber floor and all the details from
the plans were transferred onto the sheets. One of my duties was to
carry out this rather repetitive process for & hours a day, These
templates were then handed on to the particular machine shop to cut
and fabricate. Even in those days quite a large sections of the
vessel were prefabricated away from the actual launching pad

After about two weeks or so in the Loft I was allocated to a
small team who were hand rivetting sections of the steel ribs. This
is where my education was rapidly expanded. The men in this area
seem to spend most of the time discussing their sexual prowess the
night before.[ still don't know to this day as to whether they were
dinkum or whether they were only trying to shock a rather innocent
looking 19 year old.

Checking on the Movements of Management

It was while I was in this sectiom, tha% 1 learnt about the
internal spy system formulataed by the workers themselves, and which
at the time was unknown to management. [t was the custom that
senlor staff from the main site office would make daily inspections
of the shipyard, to check on the general progress in the various

workshops and assembly areas.
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These inspections ware made at randcn times

and did oot necessarily follow the
in various parts

during the day
same raute. Laokouts were posted
of the yard, whose Job was to send a runner ahead
to alert tbe pext sectlon that a visit by Smithy and Company was

1mmi "
nent, By the time "mapnagement" turped Up everybody would be

flat out, The riveting michkines would be glewlag red and the next
batch of plata would he swinging from the ovarhead crane
would be deafening. I am sure thera ware

The noisa

also a few men bebind the
scenes who would be belting a 141b bamper agaipst the bottem of an

upturned steel bucket to add 1o the sounds of productivity
the inspection was completed, "management”

After
would move ontg the next
shop, just a short time behind another unseen runper. The recently
lnspected team wauld then resure 1t activities at +the
prescribed rate,

ueion

A Riveting Experiepce

Xy next job was on the slipway itself, where the Delapers was
was being bullt. I was allocated to & gang whose job was to rivet
the steel plates onto the ribs of the vessel.
was to bolt the steel plates to the ribs,
going to wark.

My particular task
prior to the rivetsrs
The plates were positioned by an overhead crane and
rivet boles located by a band reamer prigr tg

inserting the holt
and tightening the mut.It Trequired two labourers

owe working from staging outside th e i o

& vessal and the other from the
deck inside. Unce the Plates were fitted and checkad, the riveters
took aver, once agailn with the rivaeting machine g
from the inside deck and the operator's assistant vorking  from
cutslde staging, inather ome of my jobs was to remgve the bolis
just prior to the rivets being inserted. The rivets weres heated to
an almost white hot heat in a firahox on the a
below the staging.

perator working

Pron of the slipway

4n assistant would remave the white hot rivet
from the fire using steel tongs. The rivet would then be thrown up
to & second assistant who would catch the red hot rivet in a bucket
frox which 1t wosld be removed by awotber set of tongs and qnickly.
inserted into the hole from wWhich the bolt had previously beaen
removed. The riveter’s assistant, working from cutside the

wiuld place a dolly on the head of the Tlvet to hold it {in

and tightly against the autside of the svzal plate.

vessal

place
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At the sama time the machipng cparator, working from incide
the vessel would procesd to hammer and flatfen the end of the
rivet projecting beyond the ianside face of the rib. The naolse

insida the vessel was deafenlng.
Fua in the Bilges

During a smoko break David Dunwoodie and I decided to have a
iook argund the vessel which we so proudly felt ws were helping to
boild, After climbing down a faw ladders inside the ship we came
to what was to be the engine room and the propeller shaft tuanel
astern bof the engine room. V¥e then decided to investigate a bilge
sdjacent to the angine room, which was accessible through & manhole
near the propeller shaft tunnel., Ve climbed through the manhola
into the faintly 1it bilgs, when suddenly we became aware of a
movement overhead which sounded like a steel plate being dragged
along the deck. The next moment there was a2 lowd clang and total
darkness as the bilge manhole cover was lowered over the opening.
W¥e were now scared. We wisuallzed that one day when the vessel was
scrapped, they would find two skeletons in the bilges, not knowlng
how they got there. Ve called out bet we were sure that 1nc.one
would hear us. Ve could not understand why they'wnuld ba closing up
the bilges at this stage of the work., Was Lt Likely that they were
only testing the bilges - and how did they test them ? —they filled
them up with water. [f they could Xxeep water in they could Xeep
water out. Ve were geiting gquite concerned and on looking back 1
dor't think we fully appreclated the seriousness of the position.
Than after what seemsd a long peried of darkness, there was a
glimmer of light and the sound of a steel cover belng dragged aside,
The next moment, twe workers were peering down at us, laughing
their heads off. They had seen us climb down into the bilge and had
decided %o hava a bit of fun at our expense.

Students versus Management

One of the strange things about working at Vhyalla was the
telatlonship between the men and vs and managemsat amd us. Ve did
not seem to belong 1p either area. The workers  looked on us as
intruding on thelr work style and definitely not one of them. The
mapagement seemad to put up with us but were not that concerned

about our welfare,
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After a very short time some of the antngnuism_ﬁetween the
warkers and managament seemed to rub off on us. Thera was ous
occasion whem all eleven of us downed

audlence with the top staff man in the shipyards.

our tools and sought an
I think cur main
gripe was that we seemed to do as much work as the other labourers
but ware only getting a fraction of their pay. Ve didn't da any
good of course, but at least a few of us_left some dirty handprints

on the white walls of " management's domain.”
The Escaps Route

In some aress in whichk we were placed wa found the work zost
boring, in that our supervisors were not particuwiarly interested in
whether we warked or not. This reached the stage when we felt we
would be better off back in ocur guarters resting or readiog & book
rather than be confipad to the shipyards. Howsver there was a small
problem in that the oaly way out of the yards was through the main
antrance aﬁd through the time check. Then cne of our team found
ancther way out., During the later stages of the War, EEP had bullt
a foundry just outside the shipyard enclosure which had never been
commissicned. The foundry was fenced independently to the shipyards
and the only estrance to the foupdry enclosure was - through locked
gates. However there were several nnderground ducts comnecting the
steel faund}y 4o the shipyards, possibly for the rumning of future
services between the shipyard and the foundry. The first duct we
discovered allowed us to gain entry to the foundry from the ship-
Ve were than sble toc saeak away tao the foundry and spend 2
The nax{hstep was a duct that took ws out

pat that

yards.
faw hours playing cards.
of the foundry enclosurs and iuto an open unfenced area,
far from pur quarters at Crete Park. Several times some of us would
escape via this route and end up back in the singlemen's quarters.
¥ith this manceuvre it was most essential that you returned o that
shipyard by the same route, before knock off time in order io clock
off through the main entrance to the shipyard, :

In retrospect, what we did seems quite wrong. [ guess that
the only congalation was that we werg not misded, productivity was

not effected, wa showed some initlative and we didn't do it often.
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in Conversation with Flg

¥ith respect to our scclal 1ife, wa all seemed to palr up and
g0 Qur separate ways. Dnve Dunwoodie and I became imvolved with the
Baptist church and attended church services and youth functions. Ve
also would get fnto deep couvarsations with some of the domestic
steff who looked after the single mens' quarters at Crete Park, 1
remember one particvlar lady, Flo, who was several years older than
us ard used to carry out extra curricular dutles at Crete Fark in
not only looking after the single mens quarters but also the single

men themselves. Ve wers quite intrigued by her open conversations

and how she saw her work as a service. ¥e thought che was very

as ske had carefully bound every cross wire on the
steel miiress of her bed with twine so  that it wouldn't squeak
and disturk the sleep of other peopls in adjoining rooms. To her,
I am sure we were only Xides and llke some of the men in  the ship
yards she also possibly eaioyed ghocking ns with her explaits,
Looking back on this,

considerate,

I can only conclude that sexually we
were of B0 interest to her and if we had been, I guess she wonldm't
have cared anyway.

Iron EKnob

4s a change to the shipyard environment, we all spent a faw
weeks at the irom ore open cut mire at Iron Kaab. The are was belng

mined at Irom Enob, railed to the port of Whyalla and then shipped

5 Port Kembla for processing. Eventually it was shipped back to

Whyalla in the form of steel Plate. At Iron Knob we stayed in staff
bouses in the town itself, which was only a short distance from the
mine. My main recollection of irom Knob was that it wes hot, 1t was
dry, it was dirty and it wasa't very loterasting.
the return te Vhyalla,

¥e all welcomed
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Whyalla Shipyards 1945/46 -

quarters at Crete Park, Whyalla.

Vhyalla Shipyards 1945746 - The eleven angineering
students who speut the 1945746 university vacation
at ¥hyalla in South Auvstralla.

rom left to right - Back row - Laurie Bayman {(¥A),
Peter McBride (SAY, Briaan Johoson (VA), Doug Maffat
(Qu), Jfohn ¥arriett (VA - Fromt row - Bob Mofflin
{¥4), Joho Bourne {(Qu}, David Dunwoodle (VAD, Nax
Anderson {WA), Dlck Marmlen (WA}, Alan Oidem (WAD.

The singlemen’s

FENERRINNNEERNENENER

¥hyalia Sh:ipyards lsdo/du - Taksn in Rarco Lwds ab

Kalgpocrlie railway station on

W¥hyalia. From leit te rigkt

in aur year,

ngdin Melbourne, Laurie Haymarn,

Tunwoodie,

and was returniag

L

26T returs hrip iroo

.oan Lawsan.,  wha was

day Andzoson, Davia

Tab ¥etfiin znd Joun Msrcicus

¥hiyalla Sbipyards 1945745 -

Joug Morian amit dcan
]

Baurne drave down to ¥hyalia fram Britbane in tlis

tullr alr

cenlibionea veaoicls.
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¥ayalia Sklpyards 1949/48 -~ The elaven ecginearing
students whio spent the 1945/46 uwnlversity vacation
at ¥hralla In South Ausiralia.

drom leit io rlght - Back row - Laurie Hayman (WA,
Feler McBride [B4), Brian Johmson (Wa), boug Moffat
{Qul, Jobn Marriot {¥A) - Froat row - 2ot MofZiin
(¥4, Joha Bourue (Gud, David Dunwoodis (WAY, Hax
Anderson (Wi, Dick Marmion (WA, Alan Oidea (WhAJ.

Tunwngnlie, Zan Roeffiiaoaad Joon

Vhyalla Zhipyards 1945746 -

quarters at Crate Park, Yhyaila,

The singlemen’s Wayalla Stipyarda L9451 - Dogug ¥usfat and

Botrpe drove down to Whyalia Jrom &

fuiivotiv eowlitioned veaic
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CHAPTER THREE

STIRLING DAM 1048/47

The Jub

During the 1946747 Universliy vacation | worked as a student
angineer on the construction of Stirling Danm 12 amlles or eo eest of
the southwest township of Harvey. The purpose Of the dam was o0
{mpound the waters in the upper reaches of the Barvey Rlver for the
irrigation of farmlands on the plalas west of the Darlimg Ranges.

The dam comprised an earth fill of some 405,000 cublc yards
with 33,000 cubic yards of rock f£il11 and stone pitching and 23,000
¢uble yards of clay pug for the core and cui off walls, 4 spillway
wes blasted through a saddle on the right upstreaz side of the dam
to take overflow from the dam. There was alsc a 1200 feet length of
14 feat diapeter tunnel blasted through the righthand side abutment
to allow water to be released downsiream as and when reguired.

Barth fiil material was exzcavated Irom borraw plts upstream
of the dam and transported to the slte and dumped and spread using
tractor drawn SCTapers. The rock which had been dlasted irom the
splillway area was lceded ognto trucks and transported to the site.
There was a mi¥ of day labour and contract work, Wwith the earth
moving being carried out by the day labour organization and the
carting and dumping of the rock being carried out under cantract.

" Payment for cuntract cartage was calculatsd on the opuxber of
meesured and/or weighed loads carted. A tally man employed by the
Departuent was required to check on each load and issue a docket %o
the particular driver, who In most cases was an owner driver.

It Didn't Tally

it some stage during the delivery of rock 1t became avident
that the amount of rock being booked out from the spillway site was
pot tallying with the apount being recelved at the dam face., [t was
also evident that as there was only nne road batwean the spillway
gite and the dam, it would not have been possible for the loads to

be diverted elsewhere.
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This 1s whers | joined ASIO for a short time. I was asked to
set up a theadolite amongst the trees on the laft band abutment of
the dam so that [ had an unobstructed view across the dam to the
access road from the splliway to the danm itself. Bvery vehicla lad
to negotlate this section of the road befare delivering its lead
anta the dam.  The theodolite was so placed that the registration
number of every vehicle entering could be c¢learly seen througk the
telescopic lsas of the thecdolits. Then began the long tedlous day
from early moreing until early dusk of recording the number of
times every wvehicle entered the work area, As a result of this
sarveillance it was found that the tallyman and soms of the owner
truck drivers were working a rort, by Tecording a number of
fictitious loads and duly claiming payment for their delivery.

I might add that whilst [ was set up in the bush, =no ome
suspected what was golng on - {ke other workers etc. just thought
that the young fellow behind the theocdolite was having trouble
levelilng and adjustisg his theodolite ~ took him all day and he
still didn’t get 1t right! '

I did not find out the end result of my espionage, although
6o doubt there was one less tallyman on the payroll and a few lass
trucks eariipg reck in the subsequent week.

The Camp

The copstruction workers and staff working on the dam were
housed in tents with some basic housing of varying degree belng
provided for married pecple. The basic single construction worker's
accomeodation consisted of a 10 feet long by 8 feet wide canvas
tent pltched over a rougk timber frame and a dirt, timber or
concrete floor depending om the permanency of the "structure”. The
accommndation for a single staff member was similar except that the
tent size was increased from 10 feet by & feat to 12 feet by 10
feet. The other refinements were a tizmber floor supported on stumps,
a2 weatherboard dado argund the tent, steps, a tinmber door defining
the entrance to the tent and a substantial tent fly stretched ovar
the whole "structure".

The type of housing for married accommodation dapended on
the status of the employee in the hierarchy.The basic sccommodation
consisted of two 10 feet by 8 feet <tents pltched about 10 fest
apart with thelir opening facing aach other.
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The area betwaen the two tents was converted intp 2 kitchen
by building in a rough opez fire Place wiik hobs,
side of

locatad on one
the gap and providing am eatrance of sorts on  the other
side. The kifchen area was then campleted by stretehing a tent fly
to span betwesk the two tents. Once again flooring was subject to
the predicted permanency of the structure.

The next rung up tha
ladder was an increass in tent size,

a stova, a weatherboard dado,
a tiwber or concrete floor and a substantial timber door. The final

rung was the provision of a timber framed weatherboard
galvanized iron roct clad house, conplets
convaniences of that time.

corrugated
with all the modern

As the standard of housing varied so did the foraishings.
Basic furniture comprised a wire stretcher, a mattress, (2 hessian
palliassa filled with clean straw’, and a hurricane karosene

lamp. Furnishings far single staff comprisad a camp stretcher and

horsehalir filled solid mttress Plus &  pressurized kerosens lamp,

which apart from providing light acted as a radiator im the colder
weather, It could also be used as an unofficial hot plate for

cooking “1ight” soacks. Purzishings for married staff varied as to

where the employee fitted into the organization.  However, much of
the furnishings were provided by the employee himself

Batieg and Drinking

.

Eatipg arrangements were alsc related to the pecking order.
The single construction workers eithar cooked for themselves or ate

in a compunal mess, which was very bagic, . Single staff, on the

otherhand had the luxury of eating off atarched linen table cloths,
complete with linen serviettes, with the meal belng sarved in what
was possibly the best bullding on the comstructiocn site. The staff
area was located amongst trees up the left abutment of the dam and
comprised the main site offlice, field stores, the staff mess and
the staff single men quarters. The staff mess was situated half way
up the slope between the office and the quﬁrters and at the morning
and afteracon tea break the staff would make the short climb up to
the mess bullding for tea and scopes. | could never understand why ~
some af the more semlor clerlcal siaff always use to proceed oo
further wup the &ill +to take nourishment 1u thelr own quarters, -
rather than Joining the rest of us in the staff mess.

EENZENRNNENRINNNNGNNG

)

It did not take me long ta realize that the main attractios
further up the hill came out of & bottle. It alsc provided for some
rather good entertalnment by these particular gentlemen, who always
¥ept their pressure lamp going well lato the eight to ensure that
nene of the creatures they had dreamt up iv their DTs would get
them. Often the silence of the night would be broken by screams,
moans and gorgles coming from the confines of these lighted tents.

A Fatality

On a more sobering mote, I remember the day well that I was
One of my
duties was the regular measure up of the guantities of f£ill in the
dam wall. This involved the levelliag of thie earth bazk using a
dumpy level and staff.
the time when there was the least amgunt of earthk moving equipmen#
onta the dam site. It was alsc the period during which sand
blasting was carried out at the spillway site en the saddle beyond
the right abutment of the dam.

Sand blasting was tha term used for bulling ocut a drill hole
to provide a greater volume for loading explasives prior to settiag
off tbe mair charge. Prior to the setting off of the main charges a
warning siren was blown to ensure that all worksrs were off the dam
wall and or under caver. Generally tha siren was nat blown for the
sandblasting of a hole as it was counsidered that there was little
likelibood of any rock flying far from the source of the detonation.

On this particular day there would have only beexn kalf a
dozen people on the bark, including oy staffman and myself. Whils I
was peering through the telescoplc lens of the dumpy level [ was
aware of several smell bangs and then suddenly through the less I
saw another worker Just to the right of my staffman thraw sp bis
arms and keel over. He had beeu hit by a very small chlp of granite
which had come from the direction of the splllway. it was perbaps
the ons chance in a millian that this lone Iragment of rock had hit
him like a bullet, He died lnstanmtly.

withess to my first fatality on a construction site.

The survey was usually carried out during
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crilag Dam 1946747 — Tae 2arzh %aok of the dam
The store buiidiangs, <lte offlce, mess  and staff

quiarters are in the background.

3zirllag Dam 1946747 - Earth anving plant workiag
: on the earth bani. There are two sets of tracror and
scrapers f{carryall scoops) distributiog thelr load Stiritng Dam 1346/47 - The staff pessS comEpleis

along the baak. At 2ach end of the wall the Fil1 is With starched linen tabis c.oths, lotel type table

belng cansalldated by baaks of “sieep foot " roliers appolotments and Zloral decoratioas oo sach tabple

balpg drawn by twa DG Caterpillar tractors




- Stirling Dam 194647 - The survey team at the dam
with the surveyer in chargs. Paul Paget, 1n  the

centre of the front row. [ am standiag on his left.

Stirling Daw 1946747 —  Blasted rock heiung removed

from the gul.et 1o take the overfiow ficom the daa.

ERRERRERERIGNNENENIEG

CHAPTER FOUR

ALBAKY AND OTHBR AREAS 1943

Public Vorks Department

On the Sth Januwary 1948 1 joined the Public Vorks Department
ac a graduate englneer on one years probation with an amnual salary
of 364 pounds. The head office, which was then located in the old
varracks at the top ead of St. Gearge's Terrace housad the six maln
engineering branches af the department. The largest branch was tha
Bydraulic Engineers branch, headed by Mr Crimp. This branch carried
out major water supply construction work and was responsibie for
country water supplies, except those im the north of the State and
those fed from the Goldfields Vater Supply Scheme. it also looked
after all {rrigation works and drainage requirements outside of itha
metropolitan area., There was a separate branch which operated and
malntained the Goldfields Water Supply. The north of the State came
under the umbrelia of Xr Drake Brockman, who was also the Deputy
Director of Works and who was respoansible for the comstruction,
operaticn and mainterance of all water supplies, stock routes,
ports, and guvernment bulildings from Carmarvon ta Vyndbam, 4ll
governmert plant which, 1f | remember correctly, imcluded that used
by the Maln Roads Department came under the ceatrol of the Plant
Bnglneer, Mr Henderson. Nr Stevenson Young was the Engineer for
Harbours and Rivers. Mr Dent was-in charge of the Drawing office.

The First Year

On Joining the department, I was allocated to the Hydrauilie
Engineer's branch and spent & lot of my first year travelling over
most of the southern part of the State. Ny first job was asslsting
Mr Crimp in the apalyzing af drainage appeals, submitted by variocus
dairy farmers lan the Earvey area. From whai { cso recall, the work
was most uninteresting., At the time I thought 1t was a strange task
for the head of a branch to be doing. | was to lesarn in latar years
that this was goite normal. The more englaeers you had under you
the less englueering you did. However, Mr Crinp & most delightful
Englishzan, intersparsed the boring parts of the work with personal
anecdotes about some of the appellants.
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Stirling Zam 1948747 - Tue survay teag ab the dam

with the =urveyor in charge. 2a:l Pa

centre of the front row. [ anm staading cn his  left.

Siirsing Lam 2945747 - Rlasted rock belng removed

from the gullet to taxe the overflow from tke danw
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As it was inteaded that I would eventually be appointed 4o a
fleld positige ia the country water supply sectior of the branch it
was considered that [ should gain some experience in that area by
having three weeks with the Metropolltan Vater Supply Department and
then following this up with a montih at Kalgooriie,later I epent some
time with surveyor, Frank Butcon, inspecting and reporting on dans
and water supply catchments in the morta eastern and great southera
areas of the State. At some stage in the year | was sant to Bolgart
ta test the flow of water on 2 bore for the DBolgart water supply. I
also had a short stint at Bridgetown, surveying the high water levael
contour for a proposed dam on a tributary of the Blackwood River.

Another job I had was to draw up “as coastructed"  plans of
the recently completed Varcuna town water supply. 1This Job involved
walking arpund the town with 2 pote book and a  tape measure and

recording the position of all the malns, stop valves, bydrants and
services. ’

Albany

1 wag eveniually transferred to Albany on the construction of
a half a million capacity circular reinforced concrete tank on MNount
Clarence. My immediate supsrior was Xen Kelsall, who was based at

Katanning. The Albany construction camp was based & llttle downhill

from the tank site, near Vatkins Eoad. The camp did not have siaff
quarters and I occupied one of the 10 fest Gy 8 feet t{eats in the

maln part nf the camp. For this privElage I received, what was then
known &5 & camp allowance, an amount of 14 shillings a week. The mem,
on the otherhand, who were under am award received am allowance of

one pound a week. There was 1o mess and [ arranged with two other
chaps off the job for us to BRave cur meals at a private house in
Vatkins BEoad. I might add that my camp allowance of 2 shillings a

day went no where in covering the cost of those meals.

This was the first comstruction job in which [ was persomally
involved, and although [ would have 1liked to have thought that I was
in charga, 1 was probably in charge in name only. Tha foreman in
charge of the work was Bert Bridsen, who had trained as a carpenter
and who was a most knowledgeable, practical apd efficleat foreman.
He was wall raspected by all the englmeers ian the branch aund would
have trained many a young englaeer without the engineer realizing it.
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tlbany 1948 - Abave - The reinforced concrete floor
of the balf million gallons capacity circular tank on
¥ouat Clarence, Albany, baing prepared for a pour.

Below left - The compencement of the
walls showlng the setting up of the relofaorcement and
formwork for the third 1Lft

Belaw right = The 1inside of the tank

near completion, taken on 11th June 1948. COver forty
years later, the tank was still holding water.
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CHATTER FIVE
COLLIE 1948

¥Yood Stave Pipeline

In 1948 1 spent several months at Collie, relaying a wood
stave pipe line between Nungalup Dam aund the town of Collie, The
purpose of the original line was to carry effluent away from the
recently complated grainm alcohol plant, located on the outskirts
of the town. The distillery, which was to provide an alternate fuel
to petrol never operated as such and much of the equipment was sold
off. The wood stave pipe line had completely dried out and required
very careful handling during the diswmantling and relaylog stages.

¥ood stave pipe conprises short lengths of staves which are
hetid tugetﬁéf by a continugus lepgth of steel wire wound argund the
staves and hald in position with wire staples. The leugths of pipe
are in turn wedged lote cast iron sieeves. In thecry, the water in
the pipe tends to swell the wood and make fnr. a water tight joint
a7d the water pressure halde the staves tightly against the steel
wire. In practice what happens ls that if too much water escapes,
tha staves start to dry out, the water pressure in the pipes s not
sufficient %o force the staves against the outside coil of wire and

the staves start to collapse inwards pulling the staples out of the _:2

staves and releasing the wire colled around the pipe. This results
in endirg up with a dozen or more iéﬁgﬁhﬁ of wooden staves resting
on the ground apd a large diameter coll of wire at one end of where
the pipe was orlginally.By this stage all the watar has drained cut
of the pipe or where the pipe was. It was essentlal that the flow
of water from between the staves was blocked off by any means by'
driving in small wooden wedges, wherever thera appaarad to ba the
glightest leak. 4t the same time one had to be very careful that
the hammering in of the wedge was 1ot overdone or else a length of
stave might disappear into the pipe, resulting in the collapse of
the whole length of pipe.l did not like working with wood staves.

The wood stave line at Collle was ouly & laches in diametar
whareas later in my career I had to contend with the same probiem
in 24 inch diameter woad stave pipe line on the Coldflelds pipeline
at Marredin.
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Accommodaticn and Transport

For the short time | was ia Collie I lived in dormitory type
agcommodation 1n quarters at the grain distillery. Vhat had been
butlt as the store for the distillery bhad been partitioned off with
low walls ilntg about tweaty bedrooms.

The industrial type building had a very high galvamized iron
roof. " 1t was unlined and the slightest sound was magnified many
times., Most af the pocupants were miners amployed ob the adjacent
Griffin Coal Kine.

In those days young engineers could oot always depend &n
being supplisd with a departmental vehlcle. This meant that quite a
large amount of walking was required to and an the job. In the case
of the wood stave pipe line Job at Collie 1t was necessary for ay
survey hand asd myself to walk each day from the grais distillery -
to the site lugging two survey lastruments, thelr legs, a survey
staff, a steel measurlag chain, an exe and an assortment of survey .
pega. L remember I put up a request io my chiei ip head office for
a vehicle for the transport of survey gear and personnel, - drawipg..:
atteption to the fact that [ was spendipg four hours a day walking .
to and from the job. All I got sms a curt note saying that £ [ had
time to write such rubbish ! had time to walk to and from the job .
and still do a fair days work.

Gunpowder and Tomato Sauce

There was one particular miner who nobody could stand.  ¥ien
he got drunk be would abuse everybody and try and pick a fight. Ona
night he came home well and truly plastersd, collapsed om his bunk
in the darmitory and passed out. A couple of other miners filled a
matchboxr with sand ard put a detosator with a short fuse 1iun the
matchbox and placed it under his bed. They then emptiad about half a
battle of tomato sauce over his head and chest , 1lit the blue sump
fuse, vacated the room and walted, [n a short time there was a very
loud explosion which reverberated througbout the building followed
by an even louder scream from the nccupant of that particular room

who was convinced that he had just been shot.
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The Coal Hiner's Night Out

The showers, toi':ts and washhasins wera inm a communal block
which was the original ablution building coustructed for the grain
distillsry. There was a bank of wash basins along coe wall, Late
one aftermoon, while | was having & shave at ome of the baslos, |
was joined by Horace, a young miner frcom the Griffin mine.

Horace had just come off shift and his appearance was not .

unlikes any other miners who had Just come off shift, 1in that the
only white oun their person was the white of their eyes. Any ose of
them couid have imparsonated Al Jolson. Horace was no excephbion
eIcept that he was wearing a new fawn sult, shiny brown shoes with
yellow socke and a white shirt with a stiff collar complete with a
tright red tie. He explained to me that he had been invited out to
tea by a young lady whom bhe had pet at a dance the pravicus weeX and
that he wad running late and did not have time for a shower.

He said that be decided to quickly et out of his work  gear
and get straight into his night clobber and smatch a quick wash on
bis way out, His wash consisted of removing the coal dust from all
visible parts of his body, making some allgwance for any ride up of
bis sleeves over his wrists or ride dowz of his collar on his neck.
1 msst confess that by the time he had complated hfs abdblutions he
looked quite f{mmaculate. I only hoped that at no stage during the
night he would bave been raquired to removs any of his clothing.

{

Callie 1948 - Above - The disused aleabol grain
distillery a few mlles out of Collia on the Dardanup
road. Some of the buildings had been converted to a
kitchen. mess and sleeping quarters to accommodate
miners employed at the nearby Griffis Mine.

Below -~  The Nungalup Dam, which was
the main water supply for Collle in 1948 (left) and
a section of the elght inch dlameter wood stave plpe
during construct!lon, showing the problem we had in
retalning water in the pipelline during laylng (right>.




CHAPTER SIX
EATAENING 1548
Pinwarnylng Dam

For a part of 1948 | was baged at Hatanning as an assistant
engineer to Ken Kelsall on the npgrading of Finwernying Dam, which
sopplied the town af Katanning with water prior te it beling
conpected into the State Comprehensive Water Supply Schenme.

The job involved the ralsing of the earth wall of an existing
dam using tractor drawn scrapers. The material was taken from a
borrow pit upstream of the dam wall, traasportied to the site and
dumped ln evenly spread layers along the earth ambankment. In ardar
to provide good compaction, heavy sisel rollers which were fitted
Wwith several short stesl L-shape lugs projecting beyond the face aof
rollers and which were known as sheep foot rollers were drawn
contlnoously over the dumped material. My job mainly iavolved the
measuring up of the material removed from the borrow pits and the
the material placed 1n the earth embankment and carrying out simple
compaction tests on the compacted material.

Just Dozing

The general feeling at that time amongst many of our senlar
staff was that many of the engimeerd coming cut of the University
had not had sufflcient practlcal experlence o competently relay
instructlons ontg many of the tradesmen and plant aperators working
on the iob. Although Lt was suggested that it may mnot be pecessary
for young euglbeers toc acquire the same skills as a tradesman or =
machine cperator they should at least know what is fnvelved in 2
particular trade or cperation. Ome of the areas iz which we were
sncouraged to partiéipate in was the operation of earth =»oving
plant. ’

After a few short lescoas from one of the dozer drivers,l was
able to take over a tractor drawn ccoop and plek up a reasanable
pay load of dirt. The prime maver was 2 D6 Caterpillar ndozer with
the uysual controls — a hand throttle, two faot brakes wilch locked
the caterpillar tracks.
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There were alsc two hand control clutches . ome for each
track. Staaring was accomplished by slmply disengaging the power
from one track by pulling om the lever on the side on which you
wished to turn. The same actlon could alse be achisved by using the
figor pedals which could be used for locking both tracks or else
locking one track and allowing tie other track to travel faster and
turn. The scraper was controlled by wires operated irom winchbes
pounted directly behind the driver's seat., These winches controlled
the depth of the cut when the bowl of the scraper was being loaded,
the underside clearance of the scraper during the tramnsport af the
lpad amd the thicknass of the fill when the lcad was being spread.

The load was picked up on a level rum over the borrow pit
with the depth of cut and tha speed of the tractor being controlled
by the operator. Once the scraper was fully loaded the bowl was
raised, the load transported to the dam gite and spread over the
£ill area. Generally during the early stages of cowstruction all

lpading, travelling and spreading was carried out on a fairly lavel

terrain. However in the later stages of construction it was often

necessary to bring the load onto the earth bank from the right or .

left abutment of the dam requiring the tractor to climb wp a slight
slope from the borrow pit to the dam abutment acd vhen descend outg
the earth bank to spread its load.

¥hen travelling on lavel ground or when going up a rise.
steering of the tractor could be achleved by either using the brake
pedals or the clutich levers. Providing the engloe speed was greater
than the free wheeling speed the tractor and seraper wounld turn in
the direction indicated. However 1f the tractor was travelling down
4 slight slope, where the ouglue speed was lass than the free
wheeling speed, disengaglng of the clutch on ocne track could tura
the tractor in the opposite direction.

During one of my last load dellveries, I bed picked ap 2 load
from the borrow pit and was traesporting it via ocne of the site
roads up and over the left hand abutment and onto the earth bank of
the dam. At the bottom of the abutment and on the edge of the sartih
£11l a comcrete batching plant had been set up where several men
wers fully engrossed in turnlag ocut 2 batch of cowcrete. The track
onta the dam passed quite close to the concrate mixar. However |
knew that an experienced sperator like myself would have na trouble
in inching the tractor and scoop pass the concrete mixer, which was
on ay left.
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[ was only about ten yards from the conarate batching plant
when 1 suddenly realized that the scraper [ was pulling behind me
wag wider than the dozer and that ! must take quick evasive action
1f [ was to avold wiplug off an almost brand new concrete mixer, not
to mention the men warking around 1it. Up to this stage [ had been
steering the dozer using the clutch levers, that 1s by disengaglng
the drive ta the track on the side | wished to turn.

Fot realizing that I was now golng down an incline [ pulled
back.hard on the right hand lever to turn the machine away from the
batching plant. [nstead of turning to the right the tractor took a
hard swing to the left and was now heading full om to the concrets
mixer. In the short interval between making thls move and ramming
both feet bard on the breke pedals | was aware of people running
averywhere from this msd juggersaut. [ pulled up just {n time. | an
gsure that that partiéular batch of concrete might have bad a few
cther unspecified additives in the mix.

The reason why the dozer turned to the left was that whea I
disengaged the right hand track, the right band track which was
them free wheeling ran Zfaster than the - laft hand track which was
§t11l upder power..

¥ith a little marbuvering 1 was able to direct the machine -

around the scene of activity and spread what was my last load on
the Katanaing Pinwernying Dam.

¥isitors

dccommodation at the construction site was similar to  that
which [ had when | was workiang at Stirliag Dam in 1947, comsisting
of a 12 feet by 10 feet canvas tent and fly stretched over a timber
irame and mounted on a razised timber floar, The cther reflnemsnts
ware a low weatherboard dado and a timber ledge and brace door.
Furnishings comprised a cyclone stretcher with a solid unforgiving
mattress and the standard kerosene pressure lamp. At one end of thae
tent and next to the bed, which also served as a seat, was a small
timber table, at wbich | would periodically sit and carry out any
paper work resulting from the day's activities. On one particular
afternoon [ antered my temt, Sat down on the bed and proceeded to
reduce some levels from my field bock, whem suddenly something from
under the bad grabbed my ankle.
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This was followed by the sound of zome maniacal laughter
coming from the same source which made me think that perhaps the
dozer driver who had been trying to teach me the basic rudiments of
bulldozer had suddenly gone berserk, Then three bodies came out from
under the bed . They were three of my friends from Perth, who had
decided to pay me a surprise vislt during thelr holidays. They
had arrived at the camp early in the afternoon and had found out
from the camp orderly which was my tent and then bid there until [
knocked off. Xy tbree visitors were David XKoch who ended up as a
divisional bead of CSIRO and ultimataly as & Frofessor of Chemistry
in the Englreering BSchecl at Monash University 1z XNelbourne,
Jim Cundill who spent many years as a geclogist iavolved 1o oil
exploraticn in Canada and established the firm of Cundill and
Xeyera in Canada and fuetralia and who devoted his retirement years
to writing novels and Bob Southern who became the State Director
of the Meteorolagical Bureau and later distinguisbed himeelf in the
developing of early warning systems for cyclores in Bangladesh.

1 remsmber how pleased - I was to see nmy three  friends who
suggested that we should all retire to one of the drinking places
in EKatapning to celebrate ibhe occasicon., [t was a falrly hot day
and we lost no time in going into Eatasniong and downing a few jugs.
As a matter of fact ever slace that day, the expression "Katanning™
was often used as a substitute for the salutation "down the hatch”.



Katanning 1948 - Above left - My tent at the Katanning water supply
camp at Pilnwernying Reservoir.

Above right - A D& Caterpillar tractar pulling a
878 cuble yard Carrvall Scraper. Although this Photograph was taken
at Stirling Dam the previous year, 4t was the same
attempted to master at Eatanning.

type of unit |

Dalawallinu 1951 - Belaw - Foreman David Crombie and myself ztanding
outside my quarters iz the Dalwallinu water SUpply camp. On the
left partly hidden by the tent {s our makeshift mess hut.

CHAPTER SEVEW
HARVEY 1949

Harvey Camp

In 1949 1 was trancferred to the [rrigation and Prainage
section of the Hydraulic Engluneer's Branch of the Fublic Works
Department. and was based at the Hervey construction affice, which
was Iocated on the sastern side of the South Vest Highway about ome
mile north of Harvey. The staff comprised mainly merried men who
gtiler bhad their own hamas 1n the Harvey township or were supplied
with married quarters near the construction office. The main camp
was located at Cookermup, about nine miles nortk of Harvey adjacent
to the South Vest Highway, Ny accomsodation was a great improvement
to that which had beean supplied the praviocus year at Katanning.
This time [ had a lined room with an elevated timber floor and even
2 window witﬁ glass panes. .The raoe was afie of a number which made
up the construction office, which housed ny ilmmediate Superior;
the Works Clerk Trix Daly,

the surveyor Verme Gibson , the draftsman Nick Kustick and myseif.

the District Enginser George Nelson,

Felished Floors

The District Engineer, George Nelson aad his family lived in
cne end of a Hissen hut, which was nothing more than just a large
corrugated iron shed with a semi ecircular roof. The ¥Works Clerk
Trix Daly and his wife Phyl had mnre conventiconal accommodation,
beling a small four roomed tiober framed, weatherboard clad wall,
carrugated iron ronf cottage. Trix was partly an inovalid and was
canfined to a wheel chair. He would travel each day from his home.
which was ouly a few chalns from the office, in his wheel chatr and
enter the aifice up 2 specilally made ramp and through a widened
doorway to his degk. His wife Phyl was a parfectionist in every way.
! bhad never sesn theo and bave never seeun since
nouse proud. The place was spotless and the saying, that you could
eat off the {loor was never so true as in the house of Daly. Fhyl
had the jarrah floers s=o bighly polished that you could see the
refiections of the pressed iroa ceilings above ic them.
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Often, Pat Pllkingion, one of the construction foreman, apd
myself would pay a vislt to Trix and Phyl at the end of the day. Ve
never feared slipping on the highly glistening ifloors, because as
soon as she heard the lateh go on the gate outside she would rush
out with piles of newspapers and place them strategically betwean
the back door and the kitchen table, thus definlng the areasz where
our feet were to tread. At that tipe there was naothing so elaborate
as a sepilc system so the normal housebold toilet consisted of a
small closet, located as far away as possible from the house. in
the closet there was a boxed in timber seat, generally referred to
as a thunderbox with two openings. One was at the rear of the
building, through which the full sanitary pan would be removed and
replaced by & new iIreshly tarred ampty one, while the other one
was the vpaning in the zeat 1tself, which was normally fitted with
a good solid hinged timber 1id. Nost glosets were equipped with
a number of accessaries, which rangsd from the essential square
sheets of newspaper, usually tied together at the top left hand
corner aed bung froma three inch mail driven latu the back
of the door down to the standard bottle of pheayle.

The toilet at the house of Daly had everything. Firstly it
had 2 highly polished timber floor and an even more highly polished
seat and Lid, Then it had a little bax of sawdust complete with a
small trawal, adjacent to the seat , from which you were required
to cover up any recent deposits. There was alsgo 2 supply of new
magazines for reading purposes only- and a bottle of phenyle housed
in a pretty calico wrapping to disguise the coatents. The nail at
the back of the door bad bean replaced with an ewbroidered Hessian
bag in which 8 inch by 8 inch sguares of newspaper sat comfortably,
guite unaware of their future fats.

The Camp Uprising

The construction workers at Cockernup comprised a mix of both
siogle and married Ben who were bhoused in 10 feet by & [eet tents
similar to the set up at Stirling Dam. At that time there was quite
a large number of displaced persons from Europe, amployed on the
irrigation and drainage projects in the Harveys Varoona area and
wko were housed at the Cookernup camp. They were often referred to
as “"JFew Australians', in order to bring <the various nationalitles
togather.
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[t was a title which seemed to stick for many years. They
were mainly from the Baltlc countries and Paland amng a Lot of thair
grievances were brought out to Australla. There was aften a great
amount of friction in the camp due to clashes between the varlous
ethuic groups.

¥y chief, George UNelson bad given me the canstruction camp
to look after and it was my duty as a rather young 23 year old ta
sort  out any of the problems which ware continually cropplag up in
the camp. [ remesiber one incident very well. There had been a fight
in the camp involving iwo Poles and a Lithuanian aund a message had
been relayed to me at tha Harvey office, I immediately drove the
few miles down the main road to the camp, where | met a very hestlle
recepilon committee. [t appeared that the fight had erupted into a
near riot and | could plalnly see that thls was a job for the police.
I hurriedly backed ocut of the camp entramce and drove to the Police
Station at Iarlecp. where I contacted the lone offlcer in charge'
Constable Pollack. 1 then drove the constable back to the Cookernup
camp, which at this stage had taken om the appearance of a disturbed
ants nest. The constable who was sitting nert to me leaned out of
tke window and asked the crowd to return.ta thelr teats. h

At first they taock 2o notice and | had no optinn but to stop
the vehicle as they continued to engulf it from all four sides. - It
was them that Constable Pollack decided on a different tactic. The
vehicle, which ! was driving was a Ford uwtility with ruaning boards.
The constable got cut, stood on the rununing board and directed me
to slowly inch the ute through the now rather large crowd. A4t the
same time he bad drawn bLimself up to kls full height, an imposing
uniformed uphalder of the law, standing well above any of the crowd
below and giving directions in a strong clear authoritative volce
for the crowd to disperse and retura to their temts. I remember his
commands quite well. He said "You will now return to your temts aad
you will stay there until I say you can leave - go immediately”

And they did. The crowd broke up as quickly as it had formed.
Constable Pollack confided 4n me later that he was well and truly
scarad at the time, when he suddenly remenmbered seelng a newsreael,
showing Herr Himlar, who was in charge of the Germar secret pollce
addressing an unruly gathering. He sald he decided to try the same
principles and it worked. Following the dispersal of the crowd the
constable was then able to go from tent to tent cross examining the
various occupants, in order to get to the root of the camp flare up.
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Eventually three people were arrested and taksn bacx to the
Tarloop Pglice Station and charged with inflicting maliclous bodlly
harm. Thers was one particularly aasty Pole , who for some reason
or other had taken an instant dislike to me and bad threatensd e al
the Palice Staticn 1n front of Constable Pollack., I might add that
this particular gentleman was eventnally deported.

Terms of Endsarment

QOur draftsman Mick , who was one of our “Few Australians” had
difficulty understanding soma of our ldioms. Varn Gibzon, who was
the surveypr on the job, often used to drop in the office to see how
Nick was going on some of the chapnel plotting. "Varn was a very
friendly type of'peréan. greeting Kick by the expression, "How are
you going, you old bastard?" , which was mOT& a1 €RqUiry as ta his
health ratﬂ;f than an enquiry as to its progress on the plottiag.
This would annay ¥ick immensely and he would ask me Lo speak o Vern
ubuuf it, [ used to try and explain to ¥ick that it was a term of
endearment in the Australian tradition and net an insult which lhe
felt it was. In the end [ thought [ had at last'convinéed Nick that

the expression was quite OK to use. But L was wroung. " The mext day,
when the District Emgineer dropped into the drafting office Mick
proudly beamed the greeting to Mr felsom - " How you be. Mr Relson,

you are an old bastard.®
Piece Work
The excavation of drainage chamnels at the back of Coakerauwp

was carried out by both day labour and by piece work. Men an piece
wark were pald so much a cubic yard for hand excavatichn, The drains

wers cobgtructed throegh low lying laod often still covered in water

during the survey apd during the excavation. The live and depth ot
the drain was defined by pegs, driven at ground level alongside both
sides of the drain and one chain apart. The chainage along the line
of the draim and the deptb that the channel was to be dug balow 2
line stretched across the pegs. was shown om the pegs. )
Once the survey had been completed, the pleceworkers would be

glven a mattock and a long handle sguare mouth shavel and allocated

a measured sectlign of channal to exeavate.

. K =

The quantity of material in sach sectipn and thea rats for

that particular type of material wwould have been agreed upon prior
toc the work commencing. I had the Job of measuring up the completed
werk as and when required by the workers., The method of chéckiug the
excavatice was to check the cross sectign at sach chalvage paint
by a prepared template. In many cases the excavatlons weras still
filled with water and the only way of proving that both depth and
slde zlapes had been achleved was by fesl. Men on plecework received
4 weekly retainer wage.The ammunt that they earned above that amount
depén¢ed on just how good they were with the shovel. The material
was mainly a very sticky clay, which was not only difficult to dig
but alse refused to leave the shovel when 1t was shovelled cut

There was quite an art fn removing this material. One af the
highest pald pleceworkers was a wiry old chap,  Ruben Smith, who
always bad time to stop and have a yarmn, whereas many of the others
wouldn't even put their head up as you wedt past. Euben would put
dawn his shovel, take out a battered old pipe and carefully fill the
bowl with Champion Ruby mixture, light it ,take a few draws and then
lagnch 1nto his latest story. After I had measured up his section,
which was always perfectly trimmed +to cross section and grade, I
would bid him farewell and move onto the next section. By the time I
had ta¥en a few steps away from him,  he would tave the square mouth
shovel in his band and would be commencing to take out the next pay
load of dirt. Every shavelful af clay that Ruben remnpved was a full
shovel. He also seemed to have the imack of flipping the load from
the shovel up onto the bank, even before he had completed the upward
stroke. [ remember that his pays were always twice what most of the
other plecewgrkers receilved, and yet e seemed to wark at ouly lhalf
the speed.

0f course, there were other ways by which pleceworkers could
improve their weekly 2arnings, and that was by not fully excavating
the drain sections away Irom the check points. { gvercama this by
surveying in intarmediate check points and taking racdom instrument
readinge along the excavatilon. iny work oot excavated to grade _
was not paid for until the work was corrected. 1 often felt for the
man who wers oo plescework, It was, howsver their choice as to how
they wished to be pald. Most pleceworkers did much better than the
men on stralghtout day wages.
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CEAPTER EBIGHT
LAKE GRACE 1950
The Lake Grace Camp

&t the end of 1949 [ was transferred from Harvey to Lake
Grace az an assistant engineer to Jack Davls, who was the district
angineer covering the constructlon of water supplles in the south
eastarn area of the State. [t was also intended that 1 relleve Jack
whilst he was on annual leave, which would be dus shortly after my
arrival at lake Grace, The Lake Grace constructlon camp was located:
on the show grounds at the western end of the town. Accommndation
was back to the standard 12 feet by 10 feet tent, similar to that
which 1 had enjoyed at Katanning in 1948 and at Stirling Dam befare-
that., 4 part.of ome of the bulldings in the show grounds  had been
converted into a temporary comstructlon office and store, with the
office section, consistiag of three separate roows, partitioned off
with heseian and interconmected. The first office was accessiblae
from outslde and was occupled by the works clerk Fred Lonregan aod
the wagaé clark Don Higgins. The next offlce, accessible through’
tha clerical office was occupled by the enginesring surveyor David
Pettarson and myself and the last office which was accessible from
the survey office was occupled by the district engloeer Jack Davis.

¥ater Supplies in the South Eastern ¥heatbeli

The work luvolved the comstruction of several water supplies
throvghout this region of the State, which included agt necessarily
in this crder,the towns of Lake Grace and Kviin and local supplies
at Dingo Rock, Holt Rock, Lake Biddy, Vave Rock, Howdegate and
Pingrup. ¥here granlte rock cutcrops wera used to catch the run oif,
walls, constructed from slabs of exfoliated rock removed from the'
cutcrop were grouted in along the rock contour. The cut off draims
50 formed prevented the runoff from soaking ia arcund the bage of
the rock and allowed all runoff to ba diverted via a flume into a
tank or via a drain intoc an excavated dam constructed adjaceat to
the catchmant area.
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Yhere earth catchmpents were ysed to collect the rumoff, all
vogatation was clearsd from the catchment and the ground prapared
by either rolling and levelling or by grading a number of persllal
roads throughout the area or by & conbination of both with ths main
collector drain leading into the dam.

Pluge Rock Dan

Belng relatively a short time affer the War, many btuilding
materials were in skort demand, particularly timber. The danm at
Dingo Rock, a few miles east of lake Grace, consisted of a concrete
wall built across cne of the gullles in the rock outcrop. In order
ta overcome the difficulty of obtaining timber for the forming up of
tha cancrets walls a local readily awailabla cubstitute was used.
This conslsted of slabs of exfollated granite, taken upstream of
the dam, and which were used as formwork for the retaining of the
low tift concrete pours. There were alsc advantages of this type
pf formwork in that it did =zot have to ba stripped and it could
alsa become an 1ntegral part of the structure.

Cur work took us inte centact with the farming communlty who
in those days appearsd to be pretiy well off. A%t the time woo) was
fatching a pound currency for a pound weight and the local children
wore aeven making a few bob by gathering wool from the fences where
the pdd sheep had rubbed itself. - Although morey might have been
plentiful i some areas, water wasn't and a large quantities had 1o
he carted to the farms and the towns from local standpipes.  These
standpipes were kept locked and applications had to be made <o the
Department or the local authority for water, which was rationsd and
charged out at a nominal rate.

I remenmber one incident when ! was relieving Jack, when one
of the lacal farmers wantad to see the engineer on a water supply
matter. He lpquired a% the outer affice and was told to go tirough -
to the ond gffice, which be did . On seelng me working indostrially
at a table in the end gffice, bhe asked me Lf [ knew whera he could

find the eaglneer. ] repiiled that [ was the snginear and could I
help him. He locked in amazement, saylng "Good God, you look as
thaugh you should still ba at school.” Such ara the problens of

eternal youtk, 1 thought.
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Corned Beef and Cabbags

The staff quarters consisted of a pumber of tents,which were
occupled by Jack Davis, David Patterson, Fred Lowregan, Don Higglns
and gur cook come survey hand Bill'Rattigan and myself. From time
te time we also had englneering studeats staylung at the camp. OQur
mess was a lean to located oo the side of the camp oppousite 4o opur
sleeplag guarters. The meals were falrly standard. The menu alsa
wag lairly standard. It consisted of corped beef and cabbage for
Tha oniy tims
old Bill varied it was when we had cabbage and corned beef

af corned beaf and cabbags.

the main course and boiled rice pudding for sweets.

instead

Sleeping with Dugltes

The éhgineertng and surveying involved quite a large amsunt
of walking through areas of bush where snakes were quite prevalent.
The subject of snakes was oftea a topic of conversation.
suggested that on retiring, one should nevear gei under the blankets
without checking that there was not a swaks curled up under them.
The thecry was that the warmth of the tentas, which were oftem open,
The next night, just before
inta bed I suddenly remembered tha anake conversaticn
that 1 would check my blankets first.

attracted cpakes. 1 was getting
and decided

[ pulled back the covers and

there curlad up at the faot of my bed was a large dugite. I quickly
rushed out of the tent , grabbed a Siraw broom, returned to my tent .

which had so
wanted %o share zy bed that night, At the same time I called cqut to
Dave Fetterson, who was in he next tent, to give me a hand.

That same day, Dave had been out on the rpad near Lake Grace
when he raa over a large duglte, killing it instantly. He, too had

and proceeded to belt hell out aof the inert reptile

been thiaking about the conversation of the previous nlght about .

checking under your blankets for snakes and decided there and then
to retrieve the suake for my benefit. Whilst I was finishing tea he
had speaked inta my teat, pulled back tha bed clothes and quite
prafessionally colled the dead  snake up at the foot of xy bed and
then made up the bed again. 4All { did was to "kill" & duglte which

had been dead for several hours.
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Sharpeaing the ixe

Our cook come survey hand, Bill was a rather moody persom and
much preferrad to stay in the camp on the very hot days rather than
to trudge through low mallee scrub knocking in pegs. His reason for
staylng in the camp was to work cut the next weeks menu,
beyond our comprehensiocn,

which was
a5 we knew that it would not vary fraom
our staple diet of corned beef and cabbage. On oone particular day,
Dave had had Bill working all day under the hot sun,
low scrob along some of the survay linas at Pisgruop.

cutting down
On occasions
1ike this, when we arrived back at camp we would all hop in and get
the meal, which would normally be cold corned beef with the cabbage
being replaced with chutney. That aight, Dave informed Bill that he
would be required to carry oo the scrub basking rather than spine
bashing the following day and that he should make sure that his axe
vac nice and sharp. Bill's tent was right next to Dave’s tent and
all that night David could hear wld Bill sharpening his axe and at
the sape time guttering * [ lellget Petterson, [ will, once | have
sharpened this bloody aze.” ' ’

Balaucing the Books

and was
not unlike mapy of his colleagves whom I had met earlier in bush
camps. He was a good bloke but unfortunately he enfoyed quite a few
drinks frequently. willing to walk up to the Post
Office any time of the day after ten o'clock in the morniag to
check on the matl. It so happened that he also had to pass the Lake
Grace Hotel to get to the Post Office. His Jeb
meticulous longhand booking of all expenditure on all works in the
area. The department insisted that good cost records be maintained
at all times. Gost returns bad to be produced montkly, and were to
show the cost rate for the various components of the job as at last
month, this month apd to date, ¥We alsa had to maintain internal saos
-panse accounts for meterials and plant an which interpal traopsfers
bad to be made to reflect the irue cost of a particular projsat.
This was in the days of pounds, shillings and pence and befsra the
advent of calculatars. It was alsa {n tha days when accounts fliguras
could not be rounded off amnd the books had ta balance ta the last
halfpanny.

fur works clerk Fred Lonregan had had a varied life,
He was always

involvaed +the
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! rapember one occasion when the monthly return was due and
Fred had handed the return ovar o the district engineer Jack Davis
for checking and then retired tg the local pub for the evening. Oan
returping to the canp late in the =night be was confronted by Jack,
wha told him there was a discrepancy in the cost figures and that he
requirad the figures to be corrected and ta be ou hls desk without
fai1 by eight o'clock the next morning. 1 felt quite sorty for Fred
that night. Half plckled, he worked right through the night and had
the ‘revised hand written cost statement op Jack's desk at eight

o'clack the next moraing.
A Four Figurs Man

tne of my chiefs from Perth was Tommy Allisaz, who was very
mch respected by his staif and all those whom he met in the fisld,
Ton used _t;-_sfu:tter badly, dut even with this impediment 1t did mot
detract furu his dyaamic nature. I found him to be one of the most
balpful senior angineers I had met Ia the department. i remember
well the time he and three or four of his field staff were haviag
lunch in the dining room of the Kulin Hotel, when he anncunced gulte
proudly that he was now & four figure man. lu retrospect, wages qver
the years certainly bad their ups and downs. As [ mentioned berfore I
worked at Fremantle in 1944 on an annual rate of 52 pounds. Xy rate
the next year in Vhyalla was 160 pounds. Fallowing graduation I
entered the Public Yorks Department in Jamuary 1948 as 2 provational
engineer on an annual salary of 364q}uunﬂs andé by normal progression
reached an annual salary of 800 pounds by 1956. It was always my atlm

to be a four figure mmn.
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CHAPTER EKIYE

DALVALLINU 1951
The Briefing

The first construction job I had completely on my own was at
Dalwallinu, where [ was the resident engineer for the construction
of several town and country water supplies in the north eastern
wheatbelt af the State. Prior to this [ had been working as an
asglstant englneer in the Lake Grace area. 0One day I was called ta
the head office in Partk and advised that I was belag transferred
to Dalwallips for the construction of the Dalwallinu town water

supply. 1f one was slmgle, transfers Iin those days were very simple

movements, All cae had io do was to simply pack a bag and catch the

nearest transport to the new destination.

in this particular case [ wag brisfed by a senlor angineer
of the water supply branch of the departmant, who explained that 1
was to be based at DPalwallinu as the Department's representative
in the nerth easters wheatbelt areas apd that my first job would be

the construciion and compissioning of a water supply to sarve the -

towse of Dalwallinu. Ny other duntles would include the supervising
of an itiperant tank end wells maintenance team who operated
throughout the nortk eastern wheatbeli area and otber dutles as and
when required. I was to learn later in my career that this phrase,
other Juties as and when required, was a good let out for the boss.

At the end of my first briefisg the senidr engineer pointad
to a roll of plate in one corner of the uffice and sald * Take that
roll of plans. They cover the initial work involving the excavation
of the earth dam which is to supply the water supply for Balwallimu
once the catchment area is prepared and after it rains.”

He then polanted to a cupboard against ome wall of his offlice
ard added "In that bax you will find order books for requisitioning
supplies from Goverament Stores and local suppliers. TYou will alsa
find several bundies of plod cards, time sheets, wages sheets, cash
order books, store cards, ledger books, store inventory sheats,
stationery, Llots of carbon paper, indelible pencils, envelopes, ab
assoriment of survey recording books, drawing paper, and many other
books which you will require from time to time.



Thera was more. "Over there”, ke sald, ) pointing to
another corner of the office ,” is a theodolite and a dumpy levsl,
an assortment of legs, a staff, a steel survey chailn marked in
links, two measuring tapes, a couple af plumb bobs, a reascnably
sharp aze and an assortoent of drafting equipment.”

He then handad me over some keys, saying "Parkad down next to
the tailets is a grey Vanguard utility with the registration number
WAG 1289. These are the keye to the vehicle. Once you have loaded
on all the gear come 2nd see me and I will brief you further.”

¥hen ! retursed, after loesating the veblcle and leoading on
all the gear, my superior gave me the final brief. "Ais soon as you
gZet to Dalwallinu ", ha continued, " see the Dalwallinn Road Board
secretary, who will arrange for a temporary store at his depet and
and who will supply you with ome of his employees to act as your
survey hand wuwntil such time that you can engage ane yourself,
Tomrrow you can put In referemce pegs for the ezcavation of the
earth dan and aestablish a permarent bench mark for your strveys.”
"1 have arranged”, he then added, " for the Department's low loader
to drop off a D6 Caterpillar tractor aad a 6~8 cyd scraper later
thiz week 2% Dalwallinu anéd I suggest that you locate a suitable
Zravel pit close to the site where the plant can be urloaded. Alsg
you shauld look out for the dozer driver who should be arriving
in Dalwallinu about the same time."

Be also requested that I ring him at his home in Perth every
Sunday evening .50 as to keep him up with the progress of the work.
Althgugh [ later had a site office i1t did oot stretch to such mod

cons as telaphonas, so this arrangement continued for the duratien
of my stay in Dalwallinm. o

Dalwallinu

In due course ! arrived at Dalwallinu, booked imta the only
hatal, saw the road board secratary, stored my gear and thea
surveyad what was literally to be my home for the next year. A% the
end of my filrst week, edcavatlon af the sarth dam had commenced, a
few tents had been srected uslog @y first iloaflux of labour from
the south, and the survey of the catchment area was under way.
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One opf the

first tents erected was for Iy accommodation.
Apart from serving as my slespilng quarters 1% was also the site
office by day. The type of accommedation provided, had not chasged
from my Stirling Dam days, belng the standard 10 feet by 8 feet tant
and fly for the workers and a 12 feet by 10 feet tent with a timber
floor and weatherboard dado for the staff, which comprised the
foreman, David Crombie, the works clerk, Don Higgins, the cook- cum
survey hand, Jack Heating and mysaelf.

Dalwallinu Camp Staff Mess

The cook- cum— survey bhacd appeared to be an innovation
on the standard awards which were prevatling at the time {n that
field enginears were not sntitled to a cook unless they were a part
of 2 survey camp or a part of a large field erganlzation. Thls was
overcome by appolnting a survey hand and making  the survey hand
the cook aad then appointing a chain man to du his work, Offlclally
of course a staif mess did not exist at the water supply camp at
Lalwallinu and therefcre I was unable to obtaln any departmestally
supplied messing equipment, apart from that supplied +to staff for
batching purposes. Tiils did not include a stove. 3 .

One of our priorities was. to glve curselvesz a reasuﬁabla BESS.
This was achieved by constructing a bush shelter lean to,ln which we
bullt iz a rather old and rusty ¥o 1 Metters stove which we had
salvaged from the local rubbish tip. Our cook Jack was able Lo do
wonders an that stave, particularly after he had obtained suificient

inspiration from the ground floor of the only two storied bullding
in the tawn. COur other mod cons comprised an open shower with hot
and cold watar. Over previaus Jobs | bad developed a rather cheap
but efficlent hot water system made from three 44 gallon drums with
oue drum belog the firebox and bolding the heating coll, the second
drum being the cold water feed on an elevated tankstand to provide
sufficient head and the third drum being the hot water iank.

Vhile on the matter of water, ! would point out that most of
the places in which | was based in my early career were areas where
water was scarce. That was why 1 was thare -to put in a water supply.
All water used in the town to supplement any ralnwater tanks had to
be carted from existing local supplies.

57




Having the camp quite close to the town we were able to havae
the Jozury of 2 pan system in our tgilets., Some of the more basic
toilets | had struck in short term camps comprised gf a lang trench
and a seat, consisting of a pole above and along the trench and
supported at each end on a forked étict. Depending on the spar and
the thickness of the pole, tilsc type of tnilet could cater for quita
& large crowd at the one time. However, a good balance was reguired
with this type of comvenlence.

[1 was at Dalwallinu, where I {found that the most efficiant
¢lothes line for hanging out my washing was barb wire. Clothes were
not easily blown off the line and it did away with pegs.

Tanks and Wells Maiptenance Teanm

The fﬂremnn in charge of this team, Gearge Varner, travellad
with his tean throughout the north eastern wheatbelt. As nelther of
us were cn the phone, he would send telegrams to me now and then to
let me know where he was warking, ar else we  would make contact at
pre- arranged times through the local roads board cifices. Dua to
the nature of his work. he and kis gang were paid from Perth offica,
Vhen [ used to visit him I would have +o follow up leads as to his
whereabouts through the local roads board office, the local stors or
pub. Xy first contact with bhim was when his team was working on a
dan east of Bonnie Rock. It took me all day to loeates him., | couvld
usually tell where he had beea by the work carried ost. whather 1t
be a pile of sllt recenily removed from the silt trap leading into
the dam, a freshly peinted tank stand or a reerected fence.

Clerical Duties

it was quite mormal im the post war years for young enginesrs
posted to the country %o genarally fend for themselves and carry out
their own surveys and do all the necessary clerical work unless the
"powers that be "thought ctherwise. [! the size of the job warranted
1t, consideration would then be given te appointing a works clerk to
the sits cffice and possibly A surveyor, The Dalwallinu job was no
ezception. Eventually, Don Higgins was transferred from Lake Grace
to Dalwaliinu as works clerk and reliesved me of some of ay duties.
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Howavar for the first flve months or S0, working from my teat

1 had to make up the time shests and the wages sheets and malantain
the various clerlcal records required by the department. Any errors
made in the compiling of the wage for an employee had to be adjusted
up or down in the next pay. If the emplayee bad been paid off and he
had been underpaid, the "paymaster” would havs to pay the amount the
smployee was entitled to lonto uaclaimed wages, which the employee
could eventually pick up fram the Accounts branch in Perth offica.
However if the employee had been paid off and he had been overpald,
the "paymaster” would have to make wp the overpayment himself.In the
latter case, the department would send out an advice. collogalally
¥nown ac a graen siip, which would detail the amount you gwed the
department threugh your error. Unfortunately, I received several of
these forms during my first few months at Dalwallinu.

Camp Confessor

Another one of the duties of young engineers was to look after
the camp and the gereral morale of the man within the camp: Ky job
was no different. In these isolated areas, the workers living In the
camps wers mat often held im very high esteem by the local farmers
and townspeople. Admittedly there were quite a few derslicts, no
hopers and druoks Lo the constructlon camp. At the same time there
were sompe very good and loyal workers, who often through mo famlt of
their own were forced into this type of existence. I remember one
young chap, Who was passibly my age, who came to me one day o ask
for time off to go up and see the local doctor. 1 uaturally agreed.
A short time later he returned to the office, saying that the doctor
had refused to see him wnless he had money up fromt, which he didn't
have. I then asked him what he thought was his trouble. He confided
in ma that he suspected that he had got ¥D. { felt very concerned,
not only for him but for the health of the camp generally, 1 declded
to immediately confront the doctor at his surgery and demand that he
examine the man Tight away, for obvious reasoms. As a young 25 year
gid apd not that conversant on how contagious Venereal diseases werd
I was under he ippressloa that ¥D could be transmitted through body
contact with lavatory seats and the like.

The medico did agree to examine the young chap, who apparemtly
was quite alright. 1 might add tzat as a result of my confrontaticn
with Doctor Pickles, I had oo further problems, where the health of

the CAmp Was cgocerned,
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! might alsc add that from time £o tima, after this incident 1
enjoyed quite & fow beers in the saloon bar of the Dalwallinn Hotal
with the zood doctor.

Sackings

My foreman, David Crombie was Irish. He was a good foreman but
uefortunately he had & slight drioking problem. After work he would
kaock off and retire to the public bar of the hotel where he would
get into some fairly solid drinking sessions with the blokes off the
Job. Later in the evening, arguments would develop and he would end
up sacking half the gang, telling then to report to me first thing
the next morning and pick up their pay. The next morning about half
a dozen bleary eyad mon would roll up at my oiflece to inform me
that they had been sacked the previcos day and to ask If they could
plck up thair pay. [ would then have to see the foreman to find out
the reason for their dismissal, which had to be shown against every
teraizaiion payment. David, of course would have no recollection at
the previcus night and would immediately reinstate the men, ¥o doubt
there were alsa a few men  who would have been sacked the previous
night and with no recollection of it would have just carried on the
rext day as though nothing had happened. I soon learnt ta live with
these clandestineg sackings and wunless the foreman gave reasens for
the dismissals 1 completely ignored them.

Runcing the Rabbit

The water supply dam was located on the east side of the town
and the elavated water storage tanks were, at that time, lacated on
the western side and near tha sguthern approach to the town. Vater
was pumped frum the dam to the starage tanks through a four inch
diampeter galvacized irca plpe, which had to go under the Dalwallfnu
railway yards. To avold any damaga to the rallway formation, should
thers be 2 leak or break in the pipe limpe, it was nacessary to
lay the rising main through several chailns of twelve inch diamater
reinforced concrate plpe culvert. Should there, then be™eal in the
pipe line the water would ba dralued away from the railway yards by
the pipe culvert, The plpe culvert consisted of twenty or more zhort
lengthe 9f concrete pipe which were lald in a trench excavated ynder

the rail tracks.
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it was proposed that gnce the culvert was finished the leugth
of foor inch pipe required to pass through the ratiway yards wauld
be jnined together outside the culvart and then pulled through the
culvert, To do this, a leag light strizg line, secured at one end
outside the culvert was laid thrnugh each pipa as it was placed in
position. After the last culvert pipe had been lald, 1t was then
propesed to pulk a heavier line line through the culvert, attach the
haul rope to end of the four inch pipe and winch the full langth of
galvanized pipe through the culvert.

The work commenced and all went to pian. The pipe calvart bad
been completed and nestling inside the end of the last culvert pipe
was the string line. The required length of galvanized pipe was in
position at the other end of the culvert, ready to be pulled through
the culvert firat thisg the next morning.

The men starting cuilecting their tools Une conscientious
worker saw the string line and declded that it should be retrieved,
wound up and put away for the night with the picks and shovels. Haxt
moreing wa found cut that we had lost our iife line. The culvert was.
too small for anyome to crawl through with another siring lipe. Then
somecne had a brilliant 1ghn< * The entrance to this éulvert,“ he
gald, " is aot unlike a rabbit's burrow. Let's catch a rabbit, tie
the end of the string line to 1iis meck , place the rabbit at the
culvert entrance, clap our hands, let the rabbit go up the culvert
as we quickly feed out the linpe.”

And this is eractly what we dia. In a0 time we wera able to
attach the heavier line to the string line and evantually winch the
galvanized pipe through the culvert. | suspected that some one would
have had rabbit stew tbat night?

The Blue Metal [acident

There was a certain amount of concrete werk  invelved in the
construction of the water supply as valve pits, the footings for
cverbead tanks, foundations for pumps and the overflow sill from the
dam. Generally local aggregates were used, partlcularly gravel which
contained a predominance of sand. In order to get a good mix it was
often necessarily to grade the material cut to get tha best particle
size. 45 1t 1s was then and still 1S, a mix with the least number
of voida in the combined aggregates and with a low waters cement
ratic produced the best copcrete.
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Ay field axfice ror the dasign of the concrete mix was the
platform of the Dalwallinu Ballway Station by kind permission oi the
Station Master. The station had the the only scales in town, which
could handle the quantities which { had to mix.

1 would load yp the tray af the Vanguard utility with buckets

and 4 gallon drums filled with sand, gravel and cement, unlnad them
on the platform apd procesd to waigh and calsoulate the density and
the voids in each type of aggregate. From this {nformation it was
then possible to werk gut the proportions of graded aggragate, sand
and cement required to produce a high strengtk concrete, [ would
then mixz up a few trial batches, from which I would cast some cubes
for vltimte testing at the Fniversity of WA, The cubes would be
placed in baxes of wet sand and railed to Perth for dalivery to the
engineering materials testing lavoratory at the uaiversity.

The resalts of the tests werae generally satisfagtory, bearing
in mird the type of ioccal aggregatas which were available. On vane

occasion, which was the pouring of the concrete épillway,l felt that

a Detter comcrete mix should be used for the sill. At the top end of

the water supply catchment were sope large stock piles of blue metal
right alongside the Dalwallinu to Kalanaie road. [ Looked longingly
at these plles and decided that a few cubic yards taken Irom gne of
the plles and used i the next few batches of concrete would improve
the corerata pour and would not be noticed by the owners of tie blue
metal.  After all, I felt that the Main Roads Department wha owned
these stockpiles and the Public Works Department who were about to
borrow a faw barraw loads were practically brothers anyway.

The nest week I bad a wisit from Albert Tegnoliini, from the
Main Rosds Department,  who had been hastily sent up to Lalwallinu
to investigate the suspected Stealing of biuve metal from Stockpiles
at Dalwalliou by persoas unknown. He had decided ta see ma first as
he thought that being close to the stockpiles I would bg aware of
ALy suspicious movements of trueks {n the area.
department suspected that some of the jocal farmers ware helping
themseives to the blue metal for various concrate jobs around the
fart. 1 had to confess that I was the culprit. Albert had ng option

but to report this back to his head office, Shortly afterwards I was-_
snmcned to my Perth Office and bad tg Zace my chief and a senior

officer from the Xaln Boads Department tg explaln @y action.
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! must admit, that at the time, [ thought the wihole affair
was completely blown out of all proportions and [ could not take it
seriously. vhen I was ask to elabgrate on the incident, [ said that
& part of the stock pile from which the blue metal had been taken
would eveatually impede the flow of water from ome of the catehment
feeder drains, It was therefare necessary for a part of the stock
pile to be removed, for which no charges had been raised against the
Xain Roads Department.

1 also added +that through a mlsunderstanding the truck driver
had taken the blue metfal back to our cemcrete alxing site and duwmped
it aloagside our inferior pile of graded gravel, lnstead of replacing
it on one of the other blus metal stockpiles. On tooking back it was
no doubt a very weak excuse, but suffice to say 1t was accepted with
tongue 1n cheek by the two superiors.

Local Accounts

Vhilst in Dalwalline [ got to know the locml store keepers and
service people falrly well. Although all our bulk stores came from
Government Stores a certaln amount of materials and services were
obtained locally. Government Stores were not very happy ahout stores
being obiained on a Local Purchase Order as 1t defeated the tender
system for supplies. Oue day, | was talking tc one nf the lacal farm
and tractor supply agents, when the subject of sending cut accounts
cropped up. He said that farmers often used to drop in to pick up a
machinery part or some cther item, asking him to book it aqut to them
and they would pay him the next time they came to town. e sald he
would often forget to record the sale and when the end of the wenth
came and he did his stocktake he would find that bhae was short on
Ssome items. He gave me an example, axplaining that at the eand of one
mouth he found that he could not account for four Exide batterles so
he decided that be would send oub an aceount for one Axide hattery
to every one he could recall selling a battery te in the last month.
He said that he was quite surprised ta receivé payment for ten Exide
hatteries. | was quite impressed with thls method of book keeping.




Horawa

After the completlion of the Dalwallinn water supply [ moved
to inrawa, same 100 miles north, This, like Dalwallinu involved the
sxcavatlion of a dam , the preparation of 2 catchment area with the
pecessary runoff drains, the erection of starage tanks, the general
reticulation of the town and the connection of water services.

Like Dalwallinu, my first contact at Norawa was with the Road
Board Secretary 40 scrounge some tewporary storage in the EBoard's
depot for comstruction stores, gear and plant. On my first visit to
Morawa to make these arrangements, ! had with me a young student
engineer George Prgomet, who had been allocated to me during the
University summer vacation and who was going to assist in carrying
out some preliminary earthwork surveys nn the construction site.

On arriving at Morawa 1 drove around to the Board Office and
introduced myself aﬁd my asslstant to the Road Board Secretary, Herd
Villiams, who suggested that oo account of it being a pretty hot day
we might be better off discussing cur requirements aver a cold beer
in the Morawa pub, This we did. It was whila wa were on our second
beer that George stepped outside the fromt door of the salogn bar
to retrieve scme papers from gur utility,and lmmediately rushed Ddack
{n exclaiming that Victor Xunt, our hig chief from Perth, had jost
I told George, that he
mst be lmagining things as ¥ictor ¥unt would have advised me if he

pulled up in his car in front of the pub.

was going to pay us a visit and beside he would not have known our
day by day movements. 1 was wrong. It was Victor Nunt, my chief from
Perth Office, who shartly after Geqrge's return entersd the saloon
bar. 1 must admit that, at the time I felt rather sheeplsh, iz that
1 had been caught out - drioking io a pub dering working hours.

[ immediately introdeced my Chief ta the Road Board Secratary
explaining the purpose of my visit. Appareotly Mr ¥unt bhad sent a
telegram to Dalwallinu advising me of his pending visit, and which I
had not received. Vher he arrived at Dalwallinu, my foreman David
Crombie had told kim I had gone tao Morawa  for few days to organize
the Job up there. Mr Munt then decided to drive oato Moraws to cntcﬁ
up with me. After the iptroductlions and explanations, Mr Nuot thea
suggested that we all have a drinsk on him, TUbefare we ilnspected the
eonstruction site. 1 always remember Tictor Munt for bils preference
for siagle engineers rather thas the married type.
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He said that single engineers were always quite bappy liviag
in a 12 feet by 10 faeet tent with a cycloae stretcher, whan thay
weTe sent to 2 construction site. Married angineers on the otherhand
could oe most unreasonable, in that they asked for two tents and in
some cases evel Suggested that the department saculd provide a house
complete with a iirsplace and wooden floors. Mr Nunt's biggest worry
was that yourg single engloeers might meet somecne on one of these
rerote construction jobs and end up getting married,

Morawa Camp

Like most of the Public Works Department smaller construstion
sites in the early 19%0s, the conditions for the workers were not
that wonderful. Tradesmem, plant operators and labourers were {ssued
wWith & stapndard 10 feet by 8 feet tent, a cycloke stretchar with a
gtraw palllassé and a kerosene hurricase lawp. In the initial stages

- of the camp the worker had t0 put up with a dirt flpor. A trench was

usually dug around the periphery of the tent to divert any surface
water away from the floor of the tant. Outgide the cpening to the
tent a rough pile of stones dencted a fire place with a tree branch,
supported on two forked stlcks, éarrying a few cocking utensils ovef

a log firs. Between working up tao ten hoers a day and spending a few
hours at the local, there was mot a great amount of time available
for meal preparstion.

Camp Stew With Ants

Thers was one bulldozer driver on the job, who nad overcoms
this problem very successfully. Joe would prepare a very substantial
beef stew In Lis camp oven on the Sunday. This would be vefy slowly
cooked over the iog fire beiween the two sessions at the pub.

He would have bis first meal of stew on the Sunday aight after
whigh the lid would be placed on the camp oven and left just ipside
his tent. After kmocking off work on the Nonday, he would get the
fire going again, pldace the camp oven on the fire, retire to the pub
for a iew pre dinner drinks and return a few hours latar to a nlce
hot meal of stew. This process was repeated night after night, with .

Some curry being added im  wvarying proporticos as and when 1t was
required,
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| Temamber ocne evening, wWhen [ had gone aver to see Joe,

possivly, & Vednesday, just as he had returned frpm tha hotal and
when the contents of the pot would have been somewhere near the half
way mark, I couldn't help noticing that his camp oven was swarking
with ants. Be apparently hadn't put the lid on firmly the previcus
night, ¥ien l commented oR this, be sald that it was quite alright
as the ants would only have been eating bhis stew and beside that
they would all be killed when he heated wp the camp oven. 1 might
add that I declined his offer to stay and join him in a meal.

Politiecs in Motilon

jt was whilst | was in Morawa [ had my first introductionm
to politics. During the excavation of the dam, decomposed rock, the
presence of which had wnet shown wup io the test drill holes, was
encountersd near the centre of the dam and only 2 few feet under the
surface, Although 1t was possible to remove the hard material using
8 tractor drawn ripper Lt meant that the work was going to take much
longer aﬁd the fipishing date would not be met. The fialshing date
would no doubt have had some cobnection ﬁlth an election promise.

It alec happened that the Minlster for Works at that time,
David Brand, was alsc the member for the area, who in the presence
of the Director of ¥orks, Russell Dumas made a short visit to the
construction site. 1 was asked by the Director to give an indication
as to when the excavation of the dam would be complated. [ gave a
figure which went well beyond the required conmpletion date. 1 was
then ssked by the Director and the MNinister what would be reguired
Lo speed up the work. 1 thought the answer would be gbvlous - Just
more earth moving plant euch As & more powerfal tractor, say nothing
less than a D6, a 10/ 12 cublc yard scraper and another ripper. The
Director and Minister noted my comments and duly went on their way .

snd so [ thought, that was that, and back to the slow wearisg
away of the decomposed rock. Then two thieges suddenly happened,
within less than two days of that visit. I can not remember in which
prder. Une was an urgent telegram.from my baes in Perth requesting
that I ring him tmmediately and the other was a telegram from Plant
Engineers in Perth to advise that a D3 Caterpillar tractor, a 12

cublc yard scraper amd a heavy duty ripper had beem loaded onto the r

Department’'s low losder at East Perth and were on thelr way to

Norawa.
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¥hat transpired was that the Director, after leaving Norawa

had rang the heavy plant section im Perth and lastructed, that the
required earth moving equipment be dispatched immediately to Aorawa,
even if meant taking it off sowe other Jjeb. My chief {n Ferth,
Wa5 answerable tg the Director,

who
was furfous because the plant now an
its way to Morawa had been earmarked, for some pther Job down south.

Bogged

¥y Job at bDalwallinu and later at MNorawa required me to do
quite a lot of driving over dirt roads and old sandalwood tracks.
1 would generaliy travel on Oy Own and on most nights return

v my base camp., On the odd oocasion | might stay overnight at the

Koorda. Bencubbin or Muckinbudin Pubs. [ was awars of the fact that

[ could easlly break down somewhere out in the milga or get badly
bogged, particularly on tracks near rock catchments af{er there had
been the siightest rain. 1 leant the bard way that it was far better

to drive through a puddle filled with water than tn try and drive

around it. The theory 1s of course , that the fact the water has not
sozaked away, the ground mst be less soit than the grbund araund the .
pool of water. I dido't koow about this until I got well and truly.

bogged right down to the axles on an old samdalwood track,

¥ialki on the Kulja Bonnle Kock iipa. i bad read somewhere

nbrth of

that -one
way of extracting a badly bogged vehicle, if you baven't got 2 winch

is to wind it ocut using the crank. 1m those days most vehlcles bad
cranks, Now they only drive them. The first thing to do was to jack -

vp the vehicle and place bushes under the bogged wheels, remove the

spark plugs, put the engine into the lowsst gear, wihich was wusvally

Teverse, prepare a bed of sticxs and bushes leading qut onto firmer

ground and then slowly, ever zo slowly, turn the crank and wind

yourself cut. [ can assure you it does work, but you wouldn't want

“a be in a hurry tao go anywhere.

ticodbya to Morawa

Due to the decomposed rock and fault lines found during the

excavation of the Xorawa dam , it was decided teo line the floor apd

side slopes of the dam with concrets to
through seepage,

elimipate any water iosses
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The design called for the casting is situ of thia I4 feet
by 14 feet reiuforced concrete slabs on & checker board patters aver
the floor and up the batters. It was proposed to pump the concrete
grout through a partable pipe line, * from a centrai mlxing area aund
place 1t into the specially prepared panels. Thls required the iloor
of the dam and the side batter to be perfectly trimmed by hand prier
to forming up the sides of the slab. A continuous reinforcement mat
was then placed gver the floor and sides of the dam. after whlch the
squares were then hand pltched with rocks of about 3 inches diameter

The concrete was to be placed as a rich grout filling in the
volde between the hand placed rock, and then being screeded pif to a
smoocth finlsh.

The batchbing plant consisted of several independently engine
driven items, whlch were required to all work im wnison.  The plant
was sel up-0on an garth embankmeny on one side of the dam and above
the bern of the dam . The batching plan couprised an engine driven
water pump to pump water from the water truck into an elevated tank
which fed the cancrete mirxer. The conerete mixer also relied on a
suall diesel engine. Hext to the concrete mixer was a long trough
not unlike 2 catfle trough, which received the grout irom the mixer,
and where it was stirred contimually by a long engine driven paddle.
The next 1ltem of plant was the grout pump itself,  which was driven
by a cantankerous Petters diesel engine, From this point the grout
was pumped through lengths of quick release ball jointed pipes to
the particular preparad floor or batter panel. In the dam itself was
an englne drivan sereeding beoard and an engine driven float machine.
All irp all there were six engines, which all required to be workiag
at the same time. I1f any one of them packed up there was trouble.

The most essential part of the exercise was to keep the grout
moving through the plpes. Once it stopped moving you ended up with
ocne hell of a blockage, requiring all operations to stop, the pipes
to ba disconnected , cleaned out, reconnacted and flushed before
work could proceed again. 1f the engine on the water pump or the ome
driving the concrete mixer broke down, concrete batchinmg would stop
and all grout ia the agitator, the grout pump and the pipelins waould
bave to ba flushed ocut, before councrete operations recommenced. If
the englone driving the leng mixing trough, appropriately named an
agltator, packed np, batching operations had to stop and all gruu{
contained in the system ahead of ibe agitator had to be removed and
flushed out.
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¥hen the grout pump stopped, the whole works came abruptly
to a standstill. All the ball joints on tha delivery lLine had to be
disconnected, the individual pipes cleaned out and reconnected. lhe
ball jolnts were spaciiled as belng a qulck releass type, which was
not always the case, particularly after some of the grout had weeped
through the joint and cemented the ball te 1ts housing.

The whole system was beseti by problems. [ seemed to spend all
my time, during a concrete pour, just cranking temperamental diesel
engines. The Petter type diesel eagine, which most of the englues
were, was started by a hand crank which drove a large Lly wheel, the
momentun 0f which compressed the fuel ia the cylinder, causiog Lt to
iguite and merrily chug away.

The very heavy crank handle was 1ot meant io be a fixture
ta the drive shaft and in theory came away ance the englus started.
However, twa things could bappen. The first was that the drive shaft
would not immedlately release the bhandle and 1t would make savaral
revalutlons with the flywheel, befgre being set free to tly llke a
projectile and make an indent om anything or anyone ia lts path. The
second thiog which could heppen was that Lf the operator tried to
pkysically wrench the dandle irgm the shaft,-the momentum of the fly
whee!l could just as easily break hls wrist. One, thereiore bad the
option of elther belng bLlt on the head with +the flylag handle or
elsa ending up with & broken wrist. -

On ope particular hot day in December 1951, | had a wislt from
several of my chlefs from Perth Office. whe had come up to MHorawa to
cee firsthand how the concrete work was progressiog. At that stage
the grouting of the dam was about half completed. It was not one of
my days. Murphy's Law states that if anything is to go wrong it will
go wrang when you least want 1t to. It was Hurphy's day.

Everything was progressing reasonably well and the concrete
grout was Ilowing perfectly into the pads in tiae iloor of the dam.
It was then that my chief and his two deputles tfurned up to view
the progrees from ihe top of the dam. Then it happened. First of all
the agltator engine stopped and woulda't start. ¥hen at last L got
that golng the concrete alier broke down. Vhen that was tixed the
engine driving the grout pump suddenly died and Just wouldn't fire.
This meant that all the pipes in the grout delivery line  had to be
pulled apart and cleamed out, Several of the guick release couplings
didn't quick relaase,
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After the slte mechanic and the foreman bad speat a few hours
locating a blocked jet and replncing'lt and the grout pipes bad basn
recopnecied we were back in business.
a blockage in the delivery lins,

But not for long. ¥We then got
with ne blame belng attached to
the engines, just something left in the pipe whan it was reconuected
shartly befora,

4nd so the day ware on with several more breakdowns. | was not
very happy about it. Ny chief was aven less happy. That might in wy

12 faet by 10 feet teut in the flickering light of my Tilley lamp |

wrote the letter that changed my life. i applied for a transfar

irom Morawa. [ was in due course, traasferred as assistant epgineer,
to Bunbury Harbour Vorks.
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CHAPTER  TEN§

BUFRURY HARBOUR WORKS 1952/37

The Transfer to Bunbury

At the end of 1951 I was transferred, at my own request from
Korawa to Bunbury. This was to be my last traasfer as a slngls man.
As | had applied for the tramsfer, [ ¢ld not receive any financial
assistance to cover my moving cosis. However, this was of no
consequence, as all'my worldly pﬁs&es&kuns wera quite small and
fitted into one medium size sult case. I duly arrived at Buonbury
and booked myself into Koombana House in Victoria Street. This type
of accommodation was certalnly a step up on anything 1 bad had owver
the last three years. At the Same time, 1t was also going to cast
| bad to share a room with
another guest, who turned cut to be a very good room mate.

The Harbour Works Offlice was

me 2 lot mwore than my previcus digs.

located in  the ground floor of
the Gordons Haotel at the harbour end cf Vicitoria Street, less than
balf a2 mile from Koombana House. The Harbour Vorks office aond the
Bunbury Harbour Board offlce occupled two large rooms with street
frontage at the southern end of the hotel and adjacent to the main
enktrance to the hotel.

Bunbury Harbour Works Office

Tha resident engineer was John Gillesple, whom [ had met when
1 had been working at Fremantle Harbour VWorks as a student engineer
This was the first time ]
Vell it did seenm large,

offices I had occupiled in previous years.

during the 1544/45 university wvacatiom.
bhad worked Lo a large fiald office. when
compared to some of the
Tha office wes partitioned ofif loto taree sectiens, which provided
far a public ﬁaunter at the entrance, 'a small room for the resident
eaglneer at the front and a large area for the clerical and survey
staff at the rear. The clerical staff comprised a works clerk,
two wages clerks, & time keeper and a storas clerk. There was also
an engineering surveyor who spent most of bis time in the fleld
and s wages clerk based out at Roelands Guarry, who came under ihe

unbraila of the resident englneer.
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i jained the organization at Bunbury &5 an assistant engineer

to John Glilesple who, | am sure at tha tine, was aot so pleased in
belng given an assistant, whose only harbour works experience had
been for four months as a student engineer at Fremantle Harbour
¥orks. At the same time that [ had applied for & +transfer from
Morawa, my predecessor at Bunbury, Clem Eaton bad also applied far
a transfer away from Bunbury. Clem ended up taking my place at
Horawa and [ ended up taking his place at Bunbury., Even to this day

I still think I got the better part af the deal.
The Harbour ¥Works
At the time | arrived in Bunbury. port works were a hive of

activity. The timber jetty was being exztanded by 6ix hundred feet
te provide for two more "deepwater'" berths. The Lobanitz Rnckbre&ker_

wag pounding away at basalt outcrops ob the harbour bed and there

were two dredges, Lhe bucket dredge Parmelia and the cutter suction
dredge Governor, operating in the harbour. The main breakwater was
héing extended with rock belng railed to Bunbury from the Roelands
quarry, some fifteen miles away.  The new ocean eyt through to the
Laschenault Estuary bad just been completed. There were over one
hundred and fifty men being employed on these works between
Bunbury and Roelands.

The Rail Trollay

ALl the workshops associated with the works at Bunbury wers
iocated on the shore clpse to the foot of the jetty. The transport
of most plant and materials was carried out by rall. ¥e had a gang
whose maln job was the laying of ralls tracks on the shore to the
breakwater and toc the jeity.
including air conprassors, waeldipg plants and cranes. ¥a bad our
own smll stean locomotives to pull raill wagons along the internal
rail system at Foelands and Bunbury.  Soma of the smaller gear and
materials were loaded on to small rall trollies and pushed along by
hand. On one occasion, the leading hand carpenter placing the beanms
on the jetty extension had askad one of his gang to hop on his bike
and ride down the jetty to the workshop and bring “back an ampty
rail trolley. -

Knost of the plant was rail mounted, -
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Doughey did as he was told aad returned an hour later pushing
the rail trollay with one hand and wheeling his bike with the other
hand. The rall setup on the jetty consisted of the main line and a
numbar aof loop lines at each af tha jetty berths. At the take nff
tc each loop there was tie normal points system with a tumbler to
switch the blades from ome line to the other. 1t was the practice,
as applies to gates in rural areas to lsave the polnts as you found
them. Vheu the leading hand asked Doughey, what had taken hinm sc
long ha replied, " Well, you know there's a lot of points to be
changed along the Jetty between thie shore and bers and avery time |
came 10 ooe, [ bhad to first of all put down my bike, walk over %o
the tumbler, throw the switch. push the trolley through and then go
back azd reset the tumpler.” Then he added,” Secondly I had to then
walk back to my bike, pick 1t up and wheel it back tg where I had
left the trolley. That all took time.”

The leading hand carpenter, stood back in amazemont and said

© "V¥hy the hell dido't you put your bike on the empty trolley?” And

Doughey replied, " Ges that's not a bad idea. Vhy didn't | think
of that?

The Call for the Blacksmith

Sometlpes durlng the dredging operations, the suctlion dredge
would pick up an old discardad loug stesl bult from the harbour bed
which would become jammed betwsen the pump inpellar and the pump
casing.¥When thls occurred it would be necessary io stop enginaes and
remove the obstruction. In some cases 1t could be pulled out by the
crew. In other cases the obstruction would have to be cut out with
an oxysaceiylene torch. This would requirs the blacksmith to be
brought out to the dredge. On ome particular occaslon, a large bolt
bad been jammed in the pump and required the blacksmith. There was
no radio contact with the blacksmith shop and Lt required sowcone
%o ashore and get bim. The dredge master hailed the launch and seat
tone other than Doughey to go ln on the launch get the blacksmith,

4 short time later the launch raturned to the dredgs, dropped
off Doughey and went back to ite mooring.  Doughey continued dolog
what Le bad been doing before he was sent ashore. In the meantime,
the captaln haviag seen the dredge return, assumed Lhab George, the
blacksmith had been dropped off.



¥hen he realized that thare was ng blacksmith os board, bhe
accogted Doughey, saylang, "Vhere (o the blazes ls the blacksmith3”
The bland reply from Doughey was, “Blacksmith 7 You know [ did ses
bim oo shore but [ couldn't remember why I had gone to see him, Ve
spend some time talking about the chances Rallways had of winning
the next match. But for the 1ife of me | cap not remember what
alse | had to do.®

4nd the words of the dredge master were unprintabla

An Gffice ln a Hotel

Having an offlce 1located in a hotel produced some interesting

facets, ¥e would citen have hotel patroos, in quite an imebriated
state come up to the public counter and demand another pot. Also
the fact that a government webicle was often parked cutside the
hotel produced a few letters to the Daily News, wanting to Enow
what WAG 1269 was doing parked outside the Gordons Hotel for mnst
of the day. One of the items provided in the office was a small
caliber revalver and two bullets. It was a requirement of the
Accounts branch that these items always accompanied the paymaster
on the weekly pays. The men would bae paid each Friday, vwherescever
they were -~ ouit oo the Jetiy, oo the dradges, at the end of the
breakwater or out at the Koelands quarry. Aud the ravolver would
always go with him.

Upe morning, just after the pays had been made up twe of the
clerks, Alan Carter and Deanie Hoberts were discusslng the merits
of taking a loaded revolver on the pay run 4nd wondered if it was
capable of balng fired. Half expecting that it would not fire, one
of them pointed the revoiver up at the celling and pulled the
trigger. There was a flash of flame and one loud explosica which
raverberated throughout the office. And im the plaster above was a
small hole.

They ware immediately concerned as to whare the bullet ended
up and decidad to cbeck upstairs in the hotel.They located the rooa
directly above the cifice. It was the lounge and siiting in two arm
chalrs were two elderly ladies knitting.  Alan and Demnis
asked them if they had heard anything. They replied. *Vhat was that
boys? %You will have to speak up. Ve are a trifle deaf.” They never
did find out what happened to that bullet.
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How to get Fired

The senior clerk was Charlie Mathea, who [ had met previously
when we were both working at Stirling Dam, Charlie was then one of
the clerical team ait the dam To me, ha was a very cantankersus olid
man. [ used to take Charlle out to the Roelands quarty asach Friday
on the pay run. There were about slxty men or more at the guarry,
who were housed in a camp near the Ruelands settlement. Un the way
gut to the gquarry, Charlie would complain to me about his rotten
staff and how he would have to get rid of some of them. He told me
that the first ocne who would have ¢0 go was Alan Carter and that he
bad declded on how he was golng to fire him, He said, " [ will give
Carter so much work, that he won't be able to finish it the time I
would have allocated to aim. I will then fire him for not heilng
able te do the work.” "0Or elge," he addad * I won't give him any
work at all and then fire him for sltting arcund dolng wothing,”

After the men had bean paid, | would go off with the foreman,
George Hogg, to discuse the rock requireaments for Bunbury for the
foliowing week and Charlie would retire with his Roelands based

clerk to his quarters a little way up the bill from the office for-

a "cup of tea". VYhen [ had completed my business Witk George we
would both return to the clerk's quartars to plck up Charlie and
return to Bunbury. As we approached the hut, we never heard n;y
nwclse coming from the area. Vhen we walked in we would be greeted
by two grim faced flgures. not speaking but Just glaring across the
table at each other. 1 balieve this was quite normal.  Griff, the
quarry clerk had oo tlme for Charlle and Charlie Lad no tlme for
bim. And all the way back to Bunbury, Charlie would tell ne that
the ¢lerk at the quarry was no good and he would have to go.

Commizal Thunder Boxes

The cawp toilets at Roelands consisted of one lomg thunder

box with a number of hoies et over a deap trench. To give some
degree of privacy, the seats were partitioned off, but the froat
remalned open. One toilat was provided for men and ovne tor women.

At the time we had a number of married "new Australians” livisg Lo
the camp and soms of the women were mot particular about which ane
they used. This ofien caused some embarrassment to the single men,

who would be joined by ladies in the adjoining cublcles, who would

enter into deep conversation, detracting from the job in hand.
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The Quarry

Prior to my arrival at Bumbury, a spectacular blast bad been
carried out at the Hoelands quarry %o bring down enougk rock faor
the main breakwater extensicn and a sumber of ancillary groynes io
and around the harbour. The method used was termed a coyote blast,
wheraby a drive wag blasted into the face of the quarry for some
distance and at bench level. 4 large chamber was then blasted gnt
at the end of the drive and loaded with a designed amount of AN 60
gelignite. The drive was then sealed and the explosives detonated
electrically from some distance away. The resulting blast had the
effact of lifting and splitting the diorita and graclte at thé
quarry face, rather than completely shattering it. In guarrylag
operations, there 1s always a large amount of small rock and rubble -
produced in the blasting process. The coyote method tends to reduce-
the proporticn of rubble to the total quantity of rock blastad. For
the extension of the breakwater at Bunbury, which was nearly a mile
out to sea, there was 4 requirement for large rock armouring on the-
sides and end of the breakwater. This method of blasting gave the !
required size of stone. Even then, some of the larger stone bad to

be drilled and shot to bring it down te the size which could be’
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loaded by the crames in the guarry and the rail wagons transporting
the rock from the guarry to Bunbufy.
The large capaciiy cranes working ia the quarry were mounted
on rails vhich were extended as and when required up to the quarry
face. The cranes all carried a heavy timber protection mat, which - -
was suspended from the jib of the crane whesn any large rocks had to
be popped. Tha empty rallway wagons ware assembled in marshalling”
yards a short distance frowm the quarry and pushed on a prepared:’
track up to the quarry face and loaded coe at a time. They wara”
then "ridden"™ down with the brake om, back to the marshalling yards,. ..
abd assembled ready for the descent down the escarpment to the -
Roalands railway station on the coastal plain below. The descent-
was quite steep and the stone wagons were partly braked cu the way.-. .
down. On one particular steep part of the descent thers was an-
emergency run qff should the brakes fail, Coa
The rakes of wagons were thepn assembled at the Roelands rail 5
siding and taken aver by the Vesiern Australlan Government Eatlways - N
for transpart tu the depariment's marshalling yards at Bunbury. Any ’
enpty wagons at Roelands were then returned to the quarry. o &,'
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Buabury Lreafwater

4t the Bunbury end, the full wagoms were taken aver by the
harbour warks railway organization, for transpert to the breakwater
and for the unloading. Two types of wagons were used, one for sige
tippiag and ome Ior end tipplnog. There were three sidings at the
end of the breakwater, one on each outside face of the breakwater
as close to the edge as safety would permit for the side tipping
of rock and one down the middle to the head of the breakwater for
the end tipplng of rock. The sidings were laild over the rubble core
of the oDreakwater and ballasted with quarry rubble. As the tip head
advanced the sidings were extanded. The progress af the work was
recorded waekly, uwsing, reference chainages on the sleepers carrying
the rails.

Wﬁen ever there was any bad weather, several Ieet could be
lost off the end of the breakwater. [ remember there was one Stage
vwher the breakwater head receded several chains over a Datter of
weeks, due to continua)l heavy seas. This was wot really a problem,
as the heavy rock would still be acting as a part of the breakwater
but with a slightly flattened cross section over the sea bed. it
did, however look very mislsadisg when the records chowed that one
thousand tons of rock had been placed in the breakwater over.a
certalo perlod, whilst the breakwater had been reduced in léhgth by
thirty feet over the same period.

Lift Those Ralls

Plateiaying, the term used for Llaying railway lines and its
ﬁssactated works was in  progress cootinpually at Bunbury, It was
heavy work and demanded some co- ordination when rails were beiag
handled. The ganger in charge of the platelaylng was Tom Berring,
who at times suvifered from a bad stutter. However that did not
stop bim fronm baing a well organized operator. He had devised a
numbaring system when loading rails onto the rail wagon. He would
line up his four or five men in froot of the rell and preceed
ta c¢all out cumbers designating each otage of the 1ifting and
loading axercise, He would call out oumber one and the men would

bend over and take & grip on the rail.
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This would be foilowed by aumber two, when the men would i1t
tie rail and straighten up. The call o1 number three would signify
that the rall e thern placed on the wagon. Ais ldea was good. [t
m=ant that sveryone was taking a share of the load. Unfortunately,
Tom's stufter was worst om the “th" sound, Une very bat day in
February, Tom's gang were loading rails by  the aumber system and
haviog picked up the rail were oow waiting for the pext! command.
Tom Xept mouthing the "th" sound, several times but could not
complete the word. Ia the meantime, his gang were getilng quite
impatient at holding a hot heavy rall bhalf way batwaen the ground
and the rail wagon.

In the end, one of his gang said, * Look Tom, bugger this for
a joke. You take my place in the gang and [ will call the numbers.™

Boats by the Score

Working fp such an envircoment as the harbour, toats were
always a talking point . There was always a lot aof discussioo on
what are boats ansd what are ships. To avoid aay confusion 1 used
to refer to them as vessels, The angineerlng surveyor at the works
was Alan Porter, who came frow Kings Lymn in Foriolk. Ip those days
tlan had quite a strong accesnt. One day we had been discussing the
ampunt of foot slogging required when carrying out surveys over ou
the north shore at Bunbury and how boats could provide far better
access to the area. Alan nodded and suddenly out of the blue said,
“Boats ! 1 had lots of boats back home." Ve were all iLppressed.

Ye found out later that the boats to which Alan referred were

the opes normally wern with socks.
The Guard Dog

Fow and then the resident engineer would briog a load of fire
wood back from Roelands quarry for his own use. ODne day it was
suggested that Alan take the government utility and pick up a load
himself from Roelands. This, he subsequently did. He also took his
pet collie dog "Punch" with him. After unloadiag the firewood he
returned the vehicle to his chief. The next poraning Alan had as
irate phone call from his boss, asking hiw to come arcvad to-his
place and get his hound, who was standing guard over the utllity
and woulda't iet him near it.
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Dredge Quantities

Every week or so | would Dave to send lnformation to my Perth
vifice, detalliag the progress of the dradging ln the harbour. This
required soundings to be taken over the area dredged and the amount
removad for the perlaod calculated. This was no probiem, except at
times due to other work commitments it was not always easy to meet
the deadline. Then 1 thought [ had 2 guick solution. I could obtain
from the dredge logs, the total pumping hours for the week and |
could alsc obtain the hourly pumping rate of all materials being
discharged to reclamation through the delivery line. Then [ thought
that if I tock several large samples of the material coming out of
the discharge pipe, and allowed them <o settle out overnight, |
could then obtain the percentage of sollds in tha sample. By then
doing & simple muliiplication sum I could come up with the quantity
dredged for the perlcd coacerned. [ kpew that I would still have to
carry out surveys at soms time or other, but [ falt that this would
suffice as am interin quantity. ]

1 put the plan iato action and took samples twice each day.
holsting myself up over the dalivery pipe and thrusting a large
glass container iatoc the black mixture coming out of the end of
the pipe. It seeped to work., | was able {oc come up withk a flgure
at the end of the week, which locked reascoeble ; possibly a little
higher than normal, but after all there was a good thick mixture
coming out of the dellvery pipe.

1 dida't intend to, but something cropped up so [ repeated
the process the following perlod and agaln phoned the calculated
quantity to my Perth Office.  Fext week | carried out a survey and
found that wmy pravious calculated guantitlas were waj out. 1 had
miscaleulated by thousands of cublc yards. I could not understand
how I could bhave beer out by so much. Than it came to me. Everytime
the plpe man on the dredge saw me golog out to the end of the pipe
to take 2 sauple, he thought 1 was checking on his output,sa ke
simply buried the end of the suction plpe deeper into the dredged
face on the sea bed. Ag socn as [ had taken the sample, he lifted
the pipe slightly teo return the delivery tc a leaner mixture. Had
he kept pumplﬁg tha r:chér mlzture, no doubt lpn a very short time
tha pump would become blocked and all systems would have stopped.

[, subsequently rang my thief in Perth who abused me for the
error but thaoked me for letting Lim know.
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Slngle Accommodation

While ! was in Bunbury I lived in eight different places,
five as a single man and three as a married man.,  Belng a prime
holiday resort, finding accommodation was not easy. Vhen I first
arrived in Bumbury [ stayed at Kogmbana Hause, whlch was the top
accommrdaticn and top prices. [ did pot recelve any allowances and
therafore 1t was necessary for me to find cheaper lodglogs as soon
as possible.

The first full board I obtained was with a Nrs Caddock who
had a small three room house in Vittencom Street, Max Lock, my roan
mate from Koombana house , and I shared one room. A young enginear
from the Rallways bad a bed on a very small front veramda. The next
room was Mrs Caddeock’s and the last room was the kitchen/ dining /
lounge. There was a small lean to bathroom and tellet tacked onto
the back of the single frontage bouse.

Hot baing very impressed with tinpsd sardines and cabbage as
a regular " speclal treat”, Max and I woved to Nre Prosser's guest
house in Arthur Street which was a big improvement. However we felt
sharing a flat would be more economical. Apart from a shkort stay in
a guest house rum by Prank Hafnick in Haig Crescent, [ eventually
moved into a flat owned by Sister Courthepe in Floton Crescent,
which I shared this time with Frank Thasson, a llcenzed surveyor
ian Bunbury. This flat which was high up in Ficton Cresceat, just
below Bowlters Heights had one of the best views in Bunbury. It
alsc bhad a large cpen firaplace , in which there would always be a
welcoming ¢oal filre buranlog in the winter months.

Marriage

There were three very important events, which took place in
Bunbury after I had been there for oaly a relatlively Short time, ln
chronological order, the first was the transfer of my boss to Parth-
and my elevation ta Eesldent Englnear, Bunbury Harbour Vorks. The "
second was meeting Elsa at a golf club dance at the end of 1993 and
our marriage soms twelve months later on 15th January 1955 aad the
third was the birth of our daughter tvette on 28th Hovember 1966. i
gften think that if that grout pump hadw't played up at Morawa, iy
1ife would bave been completely different.
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Narried Accommodation

OJur first married accommodatign at Bunbury was a sub standard
one bedroom flat Ln the front @f ao old weather board house in
Stirling Street, South Bumbury. The only toilet was a pan set Up
in a dilapidated_corrugated {roe cubicle located at the back of the
block and whigh was used by the landlord, hils wife, three children,
another couple who shared the other ome bedroom filat next to ours
and us. A small green enamel electric stave, which gave aleectric
shocks was located im a partitioned off sectlon of what would have
once hbeen the main entrance to the house, and was mow called the
kitchen alcove, One eod of the front veranda , which was almnst on
the street lad been partly enclosed to fora a very basic bathroom.

Fortupately , we had conly been in thls flat for a short tlime
when a very good flat cama vacant in Xingia Street, South Bumbury,
just off Beach Road and only cme street back from the beach. This
flat was one of a number of flats which bad been built as such. The
flat had a good kitchen, a lounge dining section, two bedrooms and
a bathircom and toilet under the main roof. There was also 2 weranda
and garden and lawes at the front and back. The weekly reat for the
flat was five pounds and my gross weekly earnings were just under’
sixteen pounds.

it this stage [ bad not been entitled to a departmental house
although I had requested one. ¥ith the advent of the bullding of
the pew power station on the north shore at Bunbury, the goverazent
agreed to provide houses for the married staff associated with the
building of the station. The BHarbours and Rivers Eranch Decame
responsible for the fuundation work and cooling water intakes and
putlets associated with the station. As a result of this four
government houses were provided for  esginesrs at Bunbury and ons,
1n Mouarn Street, Carey Park, Bunbury wes allocated to me.

Goadbye to Bumbury
Ve had only been 1 this house a little qver twalve months
when | applied for a vacaney in ths Goldflelds Vater Supply Branch,

which would be a promotion. I was successful in getting the job.
¥e left Bunbury in March 1957.

81



On my arrival in Bunbury 1 first stayed at Koouwbana House In Victoria

Streét.l then boarded with a Mrs Caddock in Wittenoom Street and then

with & Mrs Prosser in Arthur Street. After that [ shared a flat with

Frank Thomsco in Picton Crescent. After Elsa and [ were married ln

January 1955 we moved 1uto a very suh

staadard one bedroom flat fn

Stirling Street, South Bunbury. Later we moved into an up market twa
bedroom flat in Kingia Street, only one street back from the beach,

¥e then moved into a small departmental house, photographed above, in

Movarn Street,Carey Park, which, was ou the outskirts of Bunbury.

The town of Bunbury taken from Boulters Heights in the mid 1950s. The

pupulation of the town was in the crder of 10,000, ¥ote the old red

brick post office on the right band side of the phaotograph.
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BUKBURY &00 FEET JETTY
EXTENSION - 182 -~

From 1992 to 1957 [ was
based in Bunbury,
initially as an
assistant engineer and
later as Resident
Englneet, Bunbury
Harbour works. The
following photographs
show various stages of
the construction af the
Jetty extension.

Top LHS
Transportihg the

gunited pliles from the
gile yard jetty to the

‘constructian site.

Top RHS
Pitching the plle.
Hiddle LHS

Driving the pile from
one of the two
gutriggers.

Middle RHE

General view of the two
plle driving autriggers
at the jetty head.

Lawer

Views of gutrigger. The
pile frame travelled an
flanged wheels an the
gutrigger across the
jetty, one frame
covering 6 pile
positions and the other
cavering 9 positions.
The outrigger itself
travelled out over
rollers supported on
the praceding half
caps, which allowaed for
the outrigger to
gantilever out to 12
feat, tha distance
between the plars.
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Cn owy arrival ia Buabury [ Iirst staysc at  Xoombana House ia Yicloria

Straet. i taen boarded wita 3 Ars

X

Frank Thomson in Ploto: Crescent

Taddost La Vittepococam Strest and Lhen

ith a Mrs Preosser in Arthur Streets. After that i shared a Ilat with

After Elsa and [ wera married in

Jaauary 1953 we movad lIoto a  wvery sub standard one bedroow flat In

Stirling Street, Soutl Dunsury.

vedroom flat ia Kisgla Straat,

Later we moved luto an up mariet two

aniy one stresf back from bhe beach

Ye then movad intc a small departmental house, photographed above, in

Maguvarn Street,Carey Parz, which,

was ob  the outskirts of Bunbury.

The town of PBunbury taken irom Boulters Heights

populatlan af the town was in the crder of 190,000

in the mid 1950s. The
Hote the old red

brick post office on the right band side af the photograpk.
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Seneral viaw ol whe two
plle driviag cuiriggers
at the jetty head.

Lawer

Views of gutrigger. The
pile frame travelled on
Zianged wheesls on bthe
cutriggzer across the
jetty, one frame
cavering § plle
positions and the other
esvering § pasizions.
The outrigger itself
traveliied out aover
rollers supparted oun
the preceding halrf
caps, which allowed for
the ouirigger to
cantilever out to 13
feet, the distance
between the plers.
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CHAPTER ELEYEN

NERREDIN 1957 ~ 1960

Transfer from Bunbury

Promotion through the depariment was obtalmed by applying
for positions which were advertlsed in the Government Gazetie when
vacancies occurred or else when mnew positlions were created. The
classification of officers was very simple then. Civil servants
ware grouped into four divisions; administrative , professional,
¢lerical or general, with the prefix letter 4, F, C or G denoting
the division. The particular grade of the offlcer was shown in
Roman numerals and the steps within that grade were shown by
numbars. | ¥ithin each grade there were a number of steps, through
vwhich officers could rise to a celling. Apy progresslon beyond that
caillng was subjsct to promotion.

1 jolned the departmeni as, what was then termed a level
three eagloeer on the awiomatlc range. When [ reached the top
of the level three ceiling [ would have had to stay thers until a
vacancy came up, a new posliion was created or [ was reclassitied,
Fortunately, after | had been at Bunbury a short time I tock over
from the resident engineer and my position was reclasslfied to that
of a leval {wo engineer.

Early in 1857, three level cre positions and three level two
positions wers craated in the Goldields Vater Supply branch of the
Public Vorks Deparimental and advertised in the Goverament Gazette.
i duly applied for one of the level one pasitions and was
successiul. The problem, was, however that no cbe could tell me
where [ was to ba appointad. All I knew was that it could be eitber
Perth, Northam, MNerredin or Xalgoorlie, At the sane time [ was
about to proceed on long service leave.

At the end of March 1957, we sald goodbye te Bumbury. On the
19th April we set of by woad from Perth to Sydney, Dot knowing
whare we would be based on my return from leave. As we had occupied
a departmental house at Bunbury, wa were able o just walk cut of
it. Our furniture however created a problem as I had to put it in
store in Fremantle for aan i{ndefimite perted.
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Appointment to Mervedin

On oy return from leave I confronted my previcus boss, Form
Henry in bls offjice 1z the old barracks to see if he knew  where |
Was to be based. He didn't know. He suggested we go and see George
Hammond, who was the Englueer for the Golditelds Vater Supply. He
didn't know either. He suggested that 1 +talk to his principal
assistant engineer, Beg Keating, who wes handllng staff movements,

1 was taken into Reg Keating’'s offtce by George Hammond, who
introduced me to Mr Meating as the new man. EReg glared at me and
sald sometbing 2iong these lines, “Hasn't anybody told you that you
arg going to Merredin as the district engineer. [ wish to make 1t
quite clear that [ am not interested in your domestic arrangements
and the department does not provide a bouse at erredin. You will
tave to find your own place and when you da I want you to get the
phone pn. Also you must advise me when you leave the district as 1
expact you to be on call for seven days a week and twenty four
hours a day.” He them added » I would like you there right away.”

That was my introduction to the Goldfields Vater Supply . For
the next six months ! lived at Duff's Hatel oo the cormer of Bates
and Mitchall streets, Merredin and Elsa, with our baby daughter
stayed at her mother's place at Kenwick, By a pure fluke, I bad
put my name down for a house through the State Housing Commission
wien We were first engaged, Slowly after four years the request had
come to the top of the list and [ became eligible to buy a house at
Merredin. The howse, which was being bullt all the time [ was
staying at the hotel was in Caw Street, South Xerredin, which was
the last street in ¥erredin off from the Bruce Bock Road.

In the i{uterim pariod, [ used to travel to Perth each weokend
to see Elsa and our daunghter Yvette, after having always obtained
permission from my head office to leave the district.

Caw Street, Marredin

At the end of 1957, our house at 76 Caw Street, Merredin,
became avallable and we wera able to set up home once agailn. This
was the first house, which we had gwned gurselves. Althongh it was
very baslc and on the outskiris of the towa with no footpaths and
oo telephone, it was at least purs. 1t was also our first step into
the very interesting warld of real st =
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411 the time that I had been iilving at the Hotel in Merredin
and Elsa bed been staylng with her motber in Xeawick, our furnlture
bad been in store with & removalist in Fremantle. Eventually we had
it taken out of stare and transported to our bowe in Merredin. The
department had previvusly pald for the tramsport af our personal
belongings from  Bunbury io Fremantle. When I received the final
account from the removalists for both the storage and the tramsport
from Fremantle to Merredin, I Just ipitialled the account apd sent
it to my Perth office for payment. Perth office ignored it, would
uot pay the account and returned it to me. 1 was determlined not to
pay this bill, as [ considered +that the department was liable an&
[ sent it back to head office. For the aext {three months or more I
forwarded every reminder wotice from the ramovalist to Perth UDffice
and returned every account to Perth Office.

I, ‘then received a notice irom the removalist threatening
legal action if the account was not paid in 30 days. I sent this
actice off to head office, suggesting that I may have to take tize
off ta attend court in Pertb. 1 then got 2 reaction. [ had a ring

from the Public Ssrvice Commissicner from his 1vory tower in Perth

advising me that the government would meet me hall way. 1 rejected
the offer cutright. The next day [ received another call {rom Partb
saylng that the ouwtstanding account would be paild in full by the
government.

The Vater Meter e

One of the only perks which went with this position was that
fleld employees of the Goldfields Water Supply branch did not have
t0 have meters installed at their service. This was supported in an
official way with the excuse that there was a shortage of meters
and G¥S employees would be the last on the list to have meiers
installed. Ve lived in a new houslng area, amosgst homes that had
meters, and I felt that | should at least have one installed, even
1f there were no i1aside workings. Thls arrangement locked good from
tha street and every house had its gleaming brass Dobbie Dico meter
including ours, gtanding proudly above the newly planied lawns
along the inslde of the front femces. However,lt did oot tfake long
for the many pre school age childran in our strest to work out that
our meter was differant to the others - ours didn't tick when the
hose was turoed on.

Merredin District

Frior to my appointment as district eogiceer at Merredin,
thers were only two district centres, one at Northam and the other
at Kaigoorlise. As a result of the iacreased work, braught about by
the construction of the Comprahensive Vater Supply Scheme, it was
decided o base a district engineer at Marredin. The departiment,
however, did not extend the accounts section of the water supply to
Kerredin and the clerical side still came under the managing clerk,
Avon Gale, at Northam, The Merredin district covered a distance of
about seventy miles along the main condnit frem the number four
pumping station to a few mlles the Merredin side gf Soucthern Cross.
It extended northwards to Nungarin and soutbhwards to Kondinin.

Thére were about one hundred and 11ty men enployed in the
district, who lived in Merredin or in one pf the surrownding towns,
either 1o water supply camps or in their own homes.

The work covered the laying of water mains, +the building of
storage tanks, the preparation of foundations for the lastallatiom
of pumplog plant, the construction of swimning pools and sewerage
works and the gﬁngral overall malnfenance and operation of water
supplies in the district. '

¥erredin Water Supply Office

The Merredin office was the spallest government office, in
whick I have ever worked. It was located on a gquarter acre block in
Htchell Street, just around the coruner from Duff's Hotel. On the
;ane block was the water supply stgre, the meter fitters shop, the
genera: workshop, the plpe and valve storage area, the plant stare,
an ablution block and the general pffica. The office, which facaed

the street was tuecked into ome corner of the block. [t consisted of -

‘three rooms, with each ome being aot much larger thas a sormal sizes '

bathroom. In this-emall area there stood, s=at, squatted or leant’

two clerks, :the:water supply inspactor, 2 survej hand, twa fntenei.'

from time 4o time; vmembers .of the visiting public, dignitaries
from Parth snd. the  dibtrict engineer.
During my time at Merredin, the office accommodation and tha

-water supply deapot improved immensely. 11 did happen, but it did
not happen overnight.




The Coolgardie Goldfields Vater Supply Scheme

The Coalgardie Goldfields Vater Supply Schems which was
instigated in the late 18905 by the late Charles Telverton O'Connor
the Engineer in Chief of the Public Works Department comprised a
dam across the Helena River, (Mundaring Weir) and a 351 mile length
of 30 inch diameter steel locking bar pipe line betwesn the dam and
the Mount Charlotte reservoir at Kalgoorlie. The water was lifted
to Kalgoorlie through eight steam driven pumping stations with the
first one being located at the weir itself and the second one only
a few miles on from the first onme. The other stations were located
at Cunderdin (No 3), Merredin (No 4), Carrabin between Marredin and
Southern Cross(No 5), Ghooll east of Southern Cross (Ho 6) and Ho 7
and Ho & further on between Ghooli and Coolgardie.

On the 31st March 1902, pumping trials commenced at the Hg 1
pumping station. The water reached Northam on the 18th April,
Merredin on the 22nd August, Southern Cross on thé 30+th October and
Coolgardie on the 22nd December. On the 24th January 1903, the
"river" of water gushed out of the pipe into the Mount Charlotte
reservoir at Kalgoorlie. It had taken 10 months to reach Kalgod}lie.
This was reduced a short time after to four weeks, Today, with the

electrification of the steam pumps, it takes about fourteen days.

Valding on the Main Conduit

Sections of the main pipe line to Kalgoorlie, which passed
through the Merredin district were gradually being upgraded either
by being replaced with larger diameter pipe or else by duplication.
In some cases the cast iron lead joints of the original locking bar
plpes were being cut out and the ends of the pipes sleeved and
welded. With the introduction of the continuous welded pipe line
pipe laying methods had been greatly improved over the last five or
more years. The large diameter steel plpes were delivered to the
field in thirty feet lengths. These were set on concrete bolsters
and welded together in 240 feet lengths, with the centre of the 240
feet length of pipe being well anchored into a solid cast in- situ
concrete block. The ends of the pipe were left free temporarily and
durimg this time the length of pipe was free to expand and contract
as the air temperature varied. At the mean air temperature several
of the 240 feet lengths were then welded together.
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The theory behind the continuously welded pipe line was that

any stresses created in the line by the expansion or contraction ot
the steel line could be retained within the line, providing that
the pipe was well anchored at periodic intervals along the line in
both the vertical and horizontal plame, and that any stresses in
the line were made minimal by welding in the line at the meanm air
temperature. [n this area of the State, temperatures could vary
between below freezing point and over 110 degrees. Depending on the
time of the year the line was being lald, it was often necessary
to weld the sections of line at midnight or early in the morning.
There was nothing more spectacular than to see this operation take
place in the stillness of the night, somewhere out the back of
Walgoolan, alongside the deserted Merredin to Southern Cross road.

There would be ten sections of open ended pipe supported on
bolsters and anchored by a well cured overhead block at each centre
point. At every 240 feet along the line, there would be a welding
machine, with its motor idling and rearing to go and alongside the
machine, the welder with his gloves, welding handpiece and visor at
the ready. Then on a signal from the foreman, with his thermometer
in hand, he would flash a torch.

And immediately the darkness would light up with the ilashes
of ten white arcs spread over a half a mile of pipe line. At the
same time, ten engines would roar into life. For several minutes
there would be nothing but the sound of moteors and the brilliant
white flashes of light lighting up the bush and casting long
flickering shadows of the stunted mulga trees along the pipe track.

And then as suddenly as it started, there would be total
darkness and silence. Another half a mile of pipe had been welded

into the main conduit.
Lining Pipes

There were a few local Zfarmland water supplies in the
district as at Farembeen and Kondinin, where the below ground steel
pipes had corroded badly on the inside. In some cases the pipes
were lifted and either relined with bitumen or cement and relaid or
in other cases where the pipes were beyond lining, they were
replaced with new pipe. One method used for lining the inside of
small diameter pipes was done without lifting the pipes.
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Once the ganaral line of the underground mAiR WAS locatad
L}

the pipe would be uncovered at several points along the 1f

Ba and a

short section of Pipe removed from each location, The line wouid

then be cleaned under water pressure to remgve any fi
from inside the pipe. After cleaning,
would be placed ip the
known as a “"pig",

aking material
B quick setting cement mix
Pipe followed by a short Length pilunger,

which fittad fairly snugly inside the pipe, but
gave sufficient clearance for

the thickaess of the cerment liniog of
the pipe. The

“pig"wonld be projected by water pressurs through the
pipes and 1f the operation was successful it woulid
next break in the Pipe, allowing the process to
next sectign of pipe.

emerge at the
be repeated on the
Before letting the "pig" go, the ganger would station several
af bis man along the lipe of the pipe.

¥hen the ganger gave hig
signal they would all Put their ears tg th

& ground, Suddenly the
first man along the line would stand up and run to

the next spot on
from the last man. : .

A short time later number twg maz  would do the
same followed by number three mam.

Anybody coming on to the site would have -wondered what thesa
grown men were doing playlug some type of leap frog. dctually it
Was quite sinple, They were simply following the progress of the
“pig" through the line, 1in case it should became stuck somewhere
along the line, By doing  this they were guaranteeing that they
would mot have to dig up the whole section of line shauld

the pig
becole Jammed in one of the plpes.
The Comprehensiva Vater Supply Schens
This scheme, knaown fully a5 the Conprabensive Agricultural

kreas Water Supply Scheme. as its pame Suggests was to supply water

to farmlands and towas in the north eastern and eastern wheatbelt

areas of the State. [t involved the ralslag of Kundaring dam and
¥allingtor dam to lmprove existinsg water storages, together with
the upgrading of pumping stations and the maip Pipe liue on the
Goldfields schepe. Lt also inclydad the laying of new fesder and
distribution mains, slorags tanks and ancillary pumplag statioms to
Service new farm areas and the augmentation and upgrading of some
the existing loeal farmiapd supplies

suqh 8% at Harembsen, Kondinin
and ithe Barbalin ¥addouring area. .
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The Opening Cerenmany

Pollticians love openlng ceremonies. [t is the time when they
stand up oOn a temporary buntiug flag draped dais and cut riloboos or
puli open curiains to expose plagues, commemcratlng the fact that
they were here on this parilcular ausplcious occasion. it is also
the time when they heap mounds of praise on their parliamentary
colleagues and any one @lse nobt directly involved fn the planning,
design or construction of the project being opened.

Over my carear | have been witness to many openlng ceremonies
and they all bave the same overtures. There i{s, however, a lighter
side tc all this pomp and ceremony, which often is not seen by the
guests and gemeral public participating in the openlng.  An asiute
Ninister will always check under the drape <covering the opsnlng
plaque io ewswre that aothiog else has crept in to obscure or
change the wording. [ romember at one ocpening, some staunch labor
supporter had placed a large “Vote Labour 1" card over the bronze
plate compemorating the achievement of a 1iberal government in
providing this amenity., Fortunately, it was removed just in time.

There was another case, where the Ninister was npeniné a new
quarry, which, had of course been operating for several months. On
the flag draped dais was a flag drapad table. Behind the table was
the Minister and his party. On the table, in pride of place was a
freshly cleaned and polished magnetu type plungar, the tee shaped
handle standing prowdly out of the base, and ready to be pushed
home. According to the glossy brochure detailing the opening
ceremony this would detonate & primary charge, which in turn would

set off the malp charge and bring down the first fall-uf rock from
the gquarry face.

From the plunger, two wires snaked across the table and then
disappearsd into the table drapes. A short distance from the dais a
lone powder monkey was poised over a car battery, with two wires in
bis hand. Some distance away, the wires lead to the quarry face and
to 2 small number of AN &0 gelignite sticks, hiddan amougsti that
"first” fall of rock. At the appropriata time when the Minister
said, "1 now declare this gquarry opened”, and pusbed the plunger
bome, the powder monkey touched +the two terminals on the battery
vwith the loose wires in his hand. The Minister had performed his
duty and brought down the "flrst” rock Lln the now cpened quarry,
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AL Openlng ceremony was planned to commemorate the completion
of the pipe line irom Kellerverrin on the Goldrields line to the
Waddouring reservoir between lrayning and Bencubbin. Llhis project
was a part of the Comprehensive Water Supply Scheme to augment one
of the existing district supplies. The main part or the rumction
was Lo be the turning on of a valve at the ceremony which would
allow Mundaring water to gush forth into the reservoir, reminiscence
of Sir John Forrest periorming a similar task at Mount Charlotte
reservoir at Kalgoorlie some fitty five years earlier.

Untortunately, it appeared that as the opening day got closer
that the pipe line and its appurtenances would not be completed in
sutiicient time for the reservoir to receive Mundaring bam water,
It was decided at the last moment to place a L0UU gallon tank on a
high part of the rock catchment, not tar from the incoming pipeline
but out of sight from where the opening ceremony was to be carried
out. Prior to the opening day the tank was filled with water pumped
from the existing reservoir,

Un the day of the opening, the usual bunting and flag draped
dais had been set up at the reservoir, only a few paces trom the
flag draped gleaming red and yellow Johns gate valve, defining the
end of the new pipe limne, and through which the "Mundaring” water
would gush once the Hon Minister turned on the valve. The ceremony
went off without a hitch and when the Minister turned on the valve,
to open the scheme, a full pipe oi water flowed in to the weir. One
of the employees had the presence of mind +to quickly turn otf the
valve at the first opportunity. The tank could have drained very
quickly, which would would not have looked very good had the fiow
from the pipe suddenly diminished to a <trickle only after a tew

minutes atter the scheme had been opened.
Narrembeen Tank

The circular reinforced concrete storage tanks constructed at
that time consisted of a circular concrete ziocoting which supported
the wall of tank and the ocutside edge of the concrete floor. To
allow tor peripheral expansion and contraction of the wall of the
tank, the base oi the wall and the top of the <footing were not
bonded and the wall was free to move on the concrete footing.

Apart irom a rlexible membrane being incorporated between tha
tank floor and the walls, there was alsga ¥ lett between the edge
of the floor and the lower inside face ar the wall, which was
filled with a non water soluble bitumastic compound to eliminate
any possible leakage of water from the tank at the exXpansion joint.
Whenever the tanks were emptied and cleaned for normal maintenance,
this joint was also checked and re- plugged if required. ln some
cases lntermittent leaks occurred, which could often be stopped by
caulking the joint from the top of the tank using a sixteen feet
length pole to reach the bottom of the tank. My water supply
inspector was Ron Gawned, who was one of the most consclentious and
efficlent workers [ have ever struck. He worked endless hours and
spent a considerable amount or time inspecting all the works in the
district to ensure that the work was being carried out im a true
tradesman like manner.

He was quite concerned about the two million gallon capacity
circular concrete tank at Narrembeen, which was quite isolated and
which had developed a leak at its base. Every time he used to pass
the tank, which was sometimes late in the afternoon, he would climb
up the ladder on the outside of the tank, grab the pole used tfor
caulking the joint and then whilst sitting on the ten inch wida
wall bounce his way slowly around the tank, caulking as he went

When he mentioned this operation to me one day, | told him 1
was quite concerned about his safety. | asked him what would he do
if he fell into the tank. There could be ten feet ot water in the
tank with the water level six feet down from the top of the wall.
Also the wall was vertical and there was no ladder inside the tank.
There would be no one coming to the tank late in the day and nobody
would miss him, even his wife, who was use to him arriving home at
all hours of the day. After that we put ladders inside the tanks.
In later years all these open tanks were roofed for health reasons.

Farm Water Supplies

During the early stages oi supplying water to the farmlands
oitf the Merredin/ Narrembeen main, the department received numercus
complaints fron local farmers on poor water pressure, which [ had
to investigate. Farmers were ~.-ovided with a service off the main
at the nearest part of their property to the main. Llke most tarms
the farmhouse could be located on higher ground, sometimes up to a

mile or more away tfrom the service.
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fhe farmer would be responsible for laying pipes within his
property and he would oiten use three quarter inch or aalt inch
diameter galivanized pipe tor this purpose. fhe pipe iriction on
this size pipe over a mile or so could be so great, that any head
of water at the meter could be completely eliminated by the time
the water reached the <farnhouse, resulting in just a mere trickle
coming from the kitchen tap. | found that the best way to convince
the consumer that the fault was im his internmal plpes and mot in
the department’'s mains was by illustrating this with a lemgth ot
common garden hose and a bucket. The bucket would first be filled
staight from the garden tap and the time taken to fill it recorded,
A length of hose would then be connected +to the tap and the time
once again taken to fill the bucket. This showed very clearly that
it often took over twice as long to fill the bucket through the
hose as straight from the tap. [ would then add, "substitute the

hose with the length of your interpal pipe system and you have the
answer."

Other Merredin Projects

One of the last projects [ was ianvolved in before leaving
Nerredin was the comstruction of the foundations and plpe work tar
the new No 4 pumping station at Memedin. Une of the requirements
of the Comprehensive Water Supply Scheme was the upgrading of the
existing steam driven pumping stations on the Goldfields Main by
electrification. A new sewerage schemme was commenced at Merredin
during my last year. | was also involved in the construction or the
Bruce Rock swinmming pool and the supervision ot a swimming pool
being bullt by and for Vestern Mining at Bullfinch

The MNeredin Water Supply Depot

Over the three years [ was based at Merredin [ was able to
establish a very good depot on land fronting Great Eastern Highway
at the eastern end of the town. All the structural members for the
buildings, pipe and material racks and fencing in the new depot
were from recycled discarded water pipes. | think at one stage that
| became so keen in carrying out this work that | became too
willing to condemn any underground main which could be suitable for
building purposes.
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1 was very proud of the despot, the perimeter of which was
lined with planted native trees. There was even a small strip of
lawn leading from the entrance gates up to the main workshop. Where
I couldn't get "recycled" materials I would purchase them through
ope of the many authorities which operated through the Merredin
District. This was of course not strictly correct procedure, but at
the same time I would reason, that the facilities which were being
provided at the depot were, in the long term, for the benefit of
those authorities. | remember one day, when I had a rare visit from
Perth of my chief Reg Keating. 1 was showing him arcund the partly
completed depot, when he queried the financing of the new store
building which was in course of erection. When I explained to him
how I had used some of the funds allocated to the Narrembeen main
he proceeded to tear strips off me for using unauthorized funds
for building the depot. The subject was then dropped and we retired
to one of the two Merredin hotels. Before he left to return to
Perth he got me on the side and said, " I think you should put up a
separate store bullding for any materials that have already been
booked out from the main store and have been returned partly used
or unused. Tou can then use that material again, which has been
charged out anyway, without incurring any further cost.” I took
notice of him and the next day I arranged for the store building
now under construction to be extended two bays to provide for this
additional space.

Goodbye to Merredin

About the middle of 1960 I had a telephone message from the
Under Sacretary for Works, Jim McConnell, saying that he would like
to see me in his office ip Perth the next day. When [ fronted up
to him the next day he announced that I was golng to be transferred
to Derby. [ was stunned. I didn't even know how Derby fitted in
the order of towns up wmorth with Onslow, Broome, Port Hedland and
Roebourne. I must confess that I, like many other southern bred and
southern based englneers, always saw the public works department
finishing at the other end of Jewell Street. [ had never given a
thought to any of the towns north of Geraldton. 1 had at least been
to Geraldton, which to me and many others was the Horth. Jim
also suggested that I should bring my wife down to Perth on my next
visit so that he could explain the appointment to both of us.
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After 1 left his affice, I rang the Merredin office to speak
to my assistant engineer, Peter Shaw, and asked him to pass the
message onto Elsa. We still were not on the phone. That afterncon,
I drove back ta Merredin

I was not a bit enthusiastic about being transferred to Derby,
and Elsa, who had at least seen Derby when she was passing through
it several years before, was even less enthusiastic. We now had two
young children with the younger one, Gregory, only elghteen months
old. Ve had bought our own house, made a few friends and wars now
being accepted by the town. I had jolned Rotary, I played golf and
1 enjoyed being a part of the historic Goldfields Water Supply Team.

The next week, EHlsa and ! faced up to the Under Secretary in
his office in the old barracks building, all of which now remains
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is the arch. He told us what a wonderful place Derby was and how we
would both enjoy it. He said the weather was wonderful, compared to

bought was at 76 Caw Street, South Merredin. Ve
the cold wet winters we were experiencing in Perth at present. He The first house we boug '

i t d a balf years. Ve had to hastily sell it im
extolled on the interesting projects which were now taking place up lived in it for two an Vi

Forth. He elaborated on the Fitzroy irrigation scheme at Camballin,
the great potential of the Ord River, the wupgrading of the cattle
industry in the Kimberley and the exciting mineral developments now
about to take place in the Pilbara region. He, also told me that
after considering many other engineers, [ had been finally selected
as the most suitable for the position. 1 ventured to say, that the

the middle of 1960 when [ was suddenly tramsferred to Derby.

only reason far selecting me was because they started their search
from the beginning of the alphabet.

Vhen we asked what option [ had, I was told politely by the
Under Secretary that I had none - Go or get out,

With an option like this, what could I do? I gave serious
thought to resigning on the spot. At that time I possibly had a
good chance of jolning a particular local authority as its town
engineer, although local government with all its ramifications did
not appeal to me greatly. In the end we returned to Merredin, sold
our home in Caw Street, arranged to forward our furniture to Derby.
packed up the rest of our belongings in our car and headed back to

Perth. A week or so later we were on our way to Derby.

Bates Street, Merredin, looking south towards the railway station.
The bullding on the far left was the local picture theatre and the
two storied building half way down the street on the left was

Duff's Hotel, now demolished.
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CHAPTER TYELVE
DERBY 1060 - 1985
The Climatic Shock

The four of us boarded MMAs F27 Swan at Perth airport early
ane cold wet evening in July 1960. At about 4 o.clock the mext
morning we arrived at the Derby alrport. On leaving the pleasant
alrconditioning of the Fokker Friendshlip | suddenly became aware of
the taste of dust and the smell of the hot steamy morning air, two
features of Derby which we came Lo kaow very well, Ve were met at
the airport by Reg Crossley, the department's district offilcer at
Darby. Rag and his wife Peg Llived next door to the departmental
house which was to be our home for the next fiva years.

Within a matter of a few days we had been whisked away from
temperatures of below fraezing point to ‘temperaturag of over the
100 degrees mark. I was being transferred to Derby as the Resident
Englneer for the Forth Vest, a bit of a misnomer in some ways as it
included the whole vf the State north of the 28 degree parallel,
which togk in  the coastal towns and hinterland from Carparvon to
¥yndham., [t included the constructlon, malntenance and operation of
water supplies and satock routes from Carparvon to VWyndbam which
locluded the towns of Carmarvon, Onslow, Roebourne, Polnt Samson,
Port Hedlaad, ¥ittenocom, Marble Bar, FNullagive, Broome, Derby,
Fitzroy Crossing, EHalls Creek and Wyndham. It covered malntenange
of the poris at Carparvon, Onslow, Foint Samson, Port Hedland,
Broome, Darby and Vyndbam and iniilally some of the govermment buil
~dings nortkh of the 26%ih Parallal. It alsc covered +the wat season
malntenance of the West Ximberley Lrrigation ereas and the llalson
with the river gauging stations in the Kimberley area.

The trausfer like so many moves in the department was of some
urgeccy, This seomed to be the way the department operated. To this
day, [ still dor't Xxnow why my move to Derby wis done 1n so much
haste. 1 know that there have been cases where oiflicers have been
moved quickly to get them away fram a place. In oy case I an sure
that this wasn't the reason for my move from Merredin.

And this was Derby, wher2 I was to spend the last five years
of my twenty years ln the fleld.
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Derby to Wyndhano

¥e bad hardly settled in at Derby, when ! recelved my first
visitor from the sguth. It was my chlef Keith Stesrs. s4fter a day
or so at Perby we set off by road tu ipspect all the departmental
works 1o the Ximberley asrea. This included water supplies, schmols,
hospitals, police statlons, court houses, stock route facilitias,
welghbridges and ather government accommndatinn batween Derby and
¥yndbam. The purpose of this trip was, of course to introduce me to
a part of the territory for which I would become respansible. Ve
were away for t{wo weeks and Elsa was  left to cope with an outdated
kerosene refrigerator, dust, sand flles and twa small children.

This trip was the forerunner af many 1 was to make between
Derby and Vyndham. [ remesber that on onme of the first trips I did
on Iy OWE, I decided that after leaving Halls Creek I would go 4o
Wyndban along tha Duncan Highway, sections of whick crossed into
the Noriherm Territory. This road was generally no more than a
two wheel track and aften indistingulshable from a station track. 4
part of the road pasesed near a watering point on Kicholsea Statlor,
about 120 miles aast:br Halls Creek . Prior to my arrival at the
mill, +there had begg a mob of cattle in at the waterlng trough and
the bare ground arnynd the tank and the trovgh bad been severely
trampled, includipg the highway itsalf. 1 also must have been the
first vehicle along since the cattle had trampled the area, becausa
there were no wheel tracke te define where the road had bear.

What one has Fc do 1o a cage like this i5 to drive around the
trampled area uatil the remnants of a two wheal track leading away
from the area shnu;up. There {o usually a good chance that the most
well used track could be the ma{n road.

A Klolsterial Visit

T had barely beea home a day after seeing my chief off at the
Derby alrport when [ had an urgent call from Perth — ( [ can not
recall aver rec;iving a call from Perth office that wasa't urgent).
1t was the Under Secratary on the phone advising that he and the
Yipisier fur Vorks, ¥r G P Wild, would be flying to Derby the day
after next andfwuuld I book them into the Club Hotel at Derby for
two nights.

Lol
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Be said that they also
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| decided therg agg then
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tary and the ¥inister

The irrigation potential of the Fitzrg
recognlzed by Nr Pater Farley of Assnciat
when ha visited

¥ River flats was first

ed Rural [ndustries L
td

the area 1n 1950 acegn ‘
panied by the Ho
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wag at that time was the Ministar for the lateri e

experimests were carried out by Mr Ein Durack
adjolning Uralla Creek, &n ana branch of the '
8 miles from Liverings Station, where he irri
uslog water pumped from a pool in the Creek
known as ¥orthers Devalopments PLy Ltd and ‘
Bural Industries Ltd was formed to contrgi th

th

: :r:xpa:im;nt were sufficiently positive for the Company to put w
PoS BT an agreemant wheredy the Government wozld y

avallable +to the Company and provide wg s

control of irrigaticn water. ’

ar. Some 1nitial
vwho selected an arem
Fltzray River, abuﬁt
gated 80 acres of rige

Eventually a company
financed by Associated
2 project. Results of

: gs for the supply aﬁd

A due course a satigf

o actory agreeme
negotiated and ratified by an Act of Parliament ip 1957E N

Under the Agreement, the Government
20,000 acres from the Livaringa . Station
Horthern Developments Piy. Ltd,
access roads and associated creek

wasl required to resume
and make it available to
They were alsn:required to provide
crussin

and water supply for tha gazettad townshiis;f Z:i::??ZnW1th A
agssoclated with irrigation {aciuded a barrage gve e Sreenn
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Tha
brior t;:rigation WOrks were being carried gug 1% the dry season
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Perth and { would be reguired to maintain the sompleted

warks
er the partly completed works, The construétion team
then return and continue with +the work | s

i I
Flow bt ot ges muedistely after the river
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The next day ! drove out to Camballin which was about elghty

miles east of Derby and had a good lock around the area. Gn the

following day [ met the party from Perth and after bookiog them
iato the hotel, drove straight out to Camballin

The Seventeen Mile Dam Flood

The sevettsen mile dam on Uralla Creek was basically a long

levee bank which comtrolled the supply of water to the irrigated

areas and also provided for flomd ceatrol. A& concrete spillway was
logated 1n the middle of the earth dam fn the creek bed, which
which could be raised gr lowered to

The dam had been dasigned

also incorporated steel gates,
regulate the flow of water from the dam.
for the water mnever to flow over +the sarth bank, and a certain

freeboard was required between top water level and the top of the

earth bank.

During one of my first "wets" im Derby I recelved am urgeot
mescage from the maintenance team at the dam to say that a receat
inspection by boat had shown that even with the gates fully cpened,
the water level in the 17 mile dam was still rising.I bastily drove
out ta Camballin to assess the positien. Fortunately thare was a
helicopter on standby at Camballin and 1 was able to fly quite low
over the area and land an the leve¢ bank near the left hand side af
The Bitzroy River was in full flocd and the river
¥ost of the femces in the irrigation areas
Vhat was worse, the earth dam was starting

the spllliway.
flats were inundated.
ware wall under water.

tg be eroded by the flood waters rushing with eome veloclty over
Xy main concern was

the opillway only a few yards to the right.
the flood

that if the bank broke through at the spillway abutment,
of water would take the whole concrete splliway structure with it
What bed to be done, axnd dopa quickly was to divert the flow

uf watar away from that section of the the earth bank. The anly

access to the dam was by helicopter and for the rest of that day

until late into the evening, the heligopter ferrled men ,star
plckets, wire netting, sand bags, wire and rope between the depot
at Camballin and the dam. [ propused to bulld a deflactor groyne
out of sand bags out into the raglng current. This was accomplished
by several men belng tied together with a length of rape which was
gecurely anchored to a still solid part of the sarth bank.
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4 lipe af star pickets was then driven out fro; the bank to
which a roll of wire tetting was fastened. In the meantime sand
bags were being filled using material taken from the downstream
side of the dam. The filled bags ware then manhagdled into position
behind the wire netting. As the work progressed. the immediate
danger to the bank decreasad. The flood lavel still remained high
but fortunately the bapk was not aver topped. The hastily bullt
temporary groyne did its job and the concrete spilivay was not

damaged. 4nod 1t was all due to the efforts of tha dedicated
maintenasce gang at Camballin,

River Gauglogs

Helicopters ware usad frequantly in the Kimberley, more so
during the wet season, when road access was out and there were ng
landing strips for conventional fixed wing aircraft to laad, Eivar
gauging statlans had beer set up om both the Ord and Fitzroy Rivers
and were often manned in the wet season by uwaiversity students aver
thelr summer vacatiovn. The job was very lonely and mongtonous.

There ware always two students working together or else ope
working with a permnnent'employee of the departmant. Their duties
involved the setting up and regular readings of river helght gauge
boards, &CroSs a pre surveyed coross section of the stream. Thelr
accomndatloa consisted of a TOUgh timber hut, fully equipped with
ratioas prior to the omset of the wet asd located above known river
leval, Access to the outside world, d4a case of €Iergency was by
kelleopter, which wauld have to be flown into the site. Radio was
provided for contact to the outside world whieh included the Royal
Flylng Doctor Service frequency at Darby and ¥yndkam and the Public
Works frequency at Derby. (une of my duties at Derby was to operate
the department's transaitter VLG4V, which was located ln my affica
in Elder Street. Ivery morniag at & fixed time ] would call up
all the departmental out stations to receive or to relay any
messages and to abtain the latest river level, which in turn would
be relayed by phone to my Pertk offfce. There was ope gauging
station at DMnond Gorge in the upper reaches of thas Fitzroy river
system which was accessible by plane. During a previous dry season
a rough track had been pushed into the ranges and a short landing
sirip had been foroed over a flat saddle between two rugged peaks,
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The first time I laoded on this strip was with Dick Roberton
of Aerial Enterprises at Derby who at tiat tipe was flytng a timber
framed cloth cavered single engine Piper Cub., Tha plane, although
lacking quite a few modern refinements was very manoeuvrable and
wst suitable for landing and taking off oa short strips. Ve landed
0OE. Dick had been a Spltfire pilat in the war and was very adept at
coming down ln an almost vertical dive and then flattening out at
the last minute to do a three point landizg on the strip. Before he
landed he had taken a low run over the sirip to plopoint the worst
sections of ragrowth he would need toc miss, once 2is wheels were oo
the ground. Before taking off we walked along the strip to bash
down any of the suckers along the line of our take pfif.The terraln
on which the sirip was located was not level and rose in the middle.
This meant that one could not see the far end of the strip whep
takipng off. This was slightly unnerving the first time as it gave
the impression that the plane was nearly at the end of the strip
before 11 bad left the ground . Once over the rise it was all down
hill.

There was cnhe gecasion 1 bad to fly to the Gorge, when Dick
wag usavallable to pilet the Plper and he had a  rellef pilot to
carry out his duties. Wa set off from Derby airport 1n a heavy
downpour of rain, heading due east over the Leopold Raanges. After a
short time the pilot asked me 1f [ knew the way to the strip at the
Gorge. I must confess that although I Enew the lacatign from the
normal aerial photographe and maps, 1 bhad never paid any particular
attentlon to the varlous landmarks leadiag inte the Gorge. From the
air a large ampunt of the Kimberley is undistingnishable from other
areas. The mountains are also cut by numbers of gorges and fault
lines and many such landmarks are similar in formatioa .

In cases such as this roads , rallwaye or rivers are the best
means Of locating ones precise position. There were of course ng
roads or railways iz this area; only hundreds of running streans.
Alsc wlth the steady railn which had contisued from the time we left
Perby visibllity was very poor. When we reached the general area oq
the gorge we both stralned our eyes to see Li we could pick cut a
familiar landmark. It soon became a case of quickly finding the alr
strip ar else returanirng to Derby. ¥e did not want to rum out of
fuel iu an lphospltable area such as thls . Then suddenly the strip
cama into view only a few hundred feet below us and 1 was abls to

complete my misslon and return to Derby.
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The S=ventesn Mile Dam at Camballin ig flood. Takes from tias

helicopter looking downsiream with all the flcod gates fully

opaced. ¥ote the downstreanm water level is almost the same

as upstream. The section of levee bank being threatensd is

on the left hand side.

Femedial measures being taken to prevent the lass of lsvee
bazk near the spillway of the Geventeen Dam on Uralla Creek,

Camballin using star pickets, wire netting and sand bags.
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The Town of Derby

The town af Derby was lacated on a low lylng featureless spit
of land which led out over muddy tidal {lats to the brown waters
of ¥King Sound. The reason for its location om this particular spit
of land was that 1t was the closest point  to the deeper waler of
the Sound. It was uniike the ciber two Kimberley ports. 1% did not
bave a towering 1000 feet Bastlon as a backdrop to the town as did
Yyndham. It did not have the long white sandy beaches and green
water as did Broome. It wag unlgue, 4s Elsa would reply, when
asked the leading question on, bow did she find Derby,” there's no
place like 1t!"™ And that was qulte trus - there was ao place like
1t. We lived on the cormer of Loch Street and Hensman Street. Lach
Street was then the main street of the town and led via the goods
yards at the snd of the street to the one and & quarter mile length
caugeway over tha mud flats to tha Jetty.

The total population of the town was about 600. This iacluded
full bloods, balf castes, aslatlcs and whites. The town, apart
from being the port for the West Kimberley was also the commercial
centre and administrative ceatre for the West Kimberley. Fearly
every erm of government, Stete and Pederal was represetted in the
town. Broome, on the otherhand, was isclated from the Elmberley due
to being cut off by the Fltzroy River for four tec five months every
yaar. Only the Ximberley resident magistrate and the chief Jaller
were based at Broome.

The main commercial centre was cenired around the port end of
Lach and Clarendsn Strest. About one and half miles along the only
road out of town was the Goldsborough Mert store, run by Een Vood
with Len Nodleer's service statlon opposite. The other general
store was Kimberley Traders, run by Charles Stanwell, which was at
the opposite end of the town to Goldsborough Nort and was on the
corner of Loch Street apd Elder Streei. Fext to Kizberley Traders
was BLll Aylings store asd R®ilkbar, which housed the town's only
iuke box. Thls was where all the town's teenagers would congragate
{n the evanings and weekends to listen to Chubby Checker beating
out the latest twist. The next business, which was set up in the
fropt of a house, just off the strest was a drass shop run by Eath
Peid. Adjacent to her house was an old weather board and irom
building which housed the offices of the West EKimberley Road Board
on one side and the ¥Wast Kimberlay Raad Board ball at the froat.
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Thie taotal poputatics of the town was akous 3890, This iacladed
ful: bloods, half castes, aslatlcs aond whitas. The Lown, aztart
from being the part for the ¥est Xlmberlsy was zlsoc ibe soamercial
centre and admizistrative centre for the West {imberley. Yearly
svery arm of governzeant, State and Federal was representad fa the
town. Brooms, on the otherbkand, was isclated {rem the {lmberley dus
tc being ecut cff by the Fltzroy Hiver for four %o five moaihs every
yaar. Gnly the Kimberiey rasident magisfrate and tae salal jaller
were based at Broome.

The mait comTercial centre was cedtred arsund the pori gad of
Laeh and Clarendea Strest. About one and half miles aloag the caly
raad out of town was the Goldsborough ¥eort store, run by Ken Veod
with Len Mehleer's service staticn oppesita. The otasr geaerai
store was Kimberley Traders, rum by Charles Stamwell, Whkich was at
the opposite end of the town to Goldsborough Nort and wa3 an ths
soraer of Lach Strest and Eider S%Teet. Next to {iaberisy Traders
was Bill Ayliugs siore and mlikbar, which housed the towa's oLy
juke box. This was where all the towa's teepagers would cosgregate
in the evenings aad weekeads to listen to Chubby Checker beating
out the latest iwist. The next business, whisd was set up 1l tle
¢front of a house, Just oif the street was a drass shop run Ry Kath
Reid, Adjacent 12 her house was an old weather board and iran
bullding which housed the offices of the West Kimberiey ftoad Board
on ane side and the West Kimberley Road Board hall at the fromt.
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located in the same area was the town freeger. This type of

bullding was common to all Forth Vest and Eizberley ports. It was
suppliad by the government and operated and maintained by the Farth

West Branch as an amenlty for the local people. [t was used as a

Eoods in traasit store for perishable foodstuffs being unloadad at
Derby. There was practically no private cold storage in the taown.
next 1o the ball and on the cormer of Loch and Johnston Street was
an old two storied corrugated galvanized iron buarding house.
Further up Leck Strest and on the opposite slde were the open

alr pleture gardens, a butcher shop, an agency run by Bob Rowell

and a second agency and fuel depat run by Bob Swaine,
Chairman of tha Vest Kimberley Hoad Board.

who was the
¥hen I first met Bob
Bwaine, who was a confirmed bachelor, [ introduced Elsa to him, Bob,

wha pever wore a shirt, unless be was presiding at a Board meeting,

looked Elsa up and down and said, "¥hy did you brimg her up here?

This is no place for a woman. [ bet she won't last six months,
Between our house, approximately balf a mlle further up Loch
Street from Bob Swalne's business were MacRobertson Hiller Airlines

affice, the Fational and ANAZ banks, the Post office and the Eoman

Catholic church, Further along agalc from our house and oppesite

were the Police Station and Court House. The only hotel ,ths Club
Hotel was in Clarendon Street, the next street to Lock Strast and
was located at the port end nf the fown. The llcensee and cwner of
kotel, which was undergoing extensive renovations , when we arrived
in Derby, was Artbur Eichols. I was impressed by Arthur,
did he own the hotel,

Fot caly
but he also owned a laundry service which
spacialized in laundering hntél Iinen. He also pwned 2 carriler
business which was mainly involved 1o transporting beer fram the
Jetty to the hotel and a swall freezer for storing beer once it had
been dellvered by the previous company. On top of all this he also
ran an employmeat ageacy, devoted mainly to the engagement of staff
associated with the food and beverage industry. He alspc operated
an alr charter service, mainly for flying hotel staff from Perth to
Derby. Arthur told me that the omly business which was paylig was
the botel business. The other five were complete losses.

Other businesses in Clarendon Street were the  Golden Shower
Bakery, rur by Ron Abchee ard a smll shop run by Mrs Huddlestqne
ot the opposite side. The local power statien, which was owned and
operated by Lon Kent was behind the hotel. In 1950 a unit of power
was one shilling and slxpence.
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Io the right feoreground is the
The two well defined streets are

Loch Street onm the left and Clarendon Street on the right. The commercial

An aerial view of Derby, taken pre 1960,

gtari of the cattle race to the Jetty.

area wes located at the Jetty end of Lock Street., Foundatlons for the PYD
offices were under way, to the right of the goodsyard, in the foreground.




R 23 1all and on th: 2oraar of Locl and Jodmsson Soroa-

Ax ziloTwe Itoriad forciugated golvanized i-con Srarding sousa

Fursher up Looh Straet and oo tae Jpposite slde wers

11T ploturs gacdaas 3 uTiler shcp, aa AFILTY Sum T oASo Nowell
26 3 wWIORG Azelcy and fual depot  run wy 3ob 3ealne,  whD was toe
Chairfan of rae  Yest {lnteriey Hoad 3oard. ¥hen § firan mes oo

Znalile, wig was a coniirmed bacaelor, [ imtroduced Fisa to alm. Box
#h0 never wara a shirk, unless he was presiilag at a Board pesbing,
iscxed Elsa up and deown 2:nd said, "Way did you briag ser ap hars?
T:iz 1s no plage for a wogaz, [ bet sle wom't last sir sgabas, ™

Setween QUr houss, aporaximasely half a mile furtae- u3 Looa

steert Irom Bob Ewalne's Jusiness were MacToberiso

afZice, the Fational and ANAZ banixs, *he Fost affice and

the Roman

Sathoile church. Furtaer along again from our Acuss and cpposite

wera tae Tolice Statioon and Cours Haouse, The only Lot=si | kis Slub
dotal was in Clarendoa Streaf;, the fext streei to Loch S%reet and

was located at the port ead of the town., The ilceasee and uwoer of

hotel, wiich was undergoing axteaslve renovatlons |, when we arrive

=

ia Derby, was Arthur Fichals. | was impressed by Arthur. Tot only
did ke own the hat=l, but he also owned a laundry service whic
spaclalized in lauedaring hotsl linen. He also owned a carrier
business which was malaly involved in  transportisg beer from hhe
Jetiy to ihe hatel and a small freezer for storiog beer paca it had
been dailvered by the previcus company. UOr top of all this he also
ran an employment agency, devoted malnly to the engagemsn: of staff
assoclated with the food and beverage lLndustiry, He also operated
an alr charter service, mainly for flying hotel staff from Perth to
Derby. Arthur told me that the anly business which was paylng was
the hotel business. The other five were somplate losses.

Other buslnesses 1o Clareandon Street were the  Golden Shower
Bakery, run by Bon BAhchee and a emall shop run by Mrs Huddlestone
on the opposita side. The local power station, which was awned and
aparated by Lou ¥ent was ‘thebind the hotel, In 1960 a uzli of power
wazs ohe shilling and sixzpence.
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The District ¥edical Offlicer

The District Kedical Officer for the Kimberley, Lawson Holmazn
was based at Derby and lived ia Hensman Street oppuslte our place.
He was a very versatile medico. dpart from painting and femcisg,
{the type where one uses a sabre or foll), he was an ezcellent cook
and pow apd then he would organize dioner partles 10 raise maney
far charity. Eis dinner partles were held a% bhis residence and he
not only did all the cooking but also walted on the table. Ope of
hkis other interests was a cattle station, Oocbagooma, which was
sixty miles porth of Derby. As District ¥adical Officer he was
often required to fly to varicus parte of the Elmberley to carry
put autopsies. In the hot humid climate of the north, and with very
little refrigeration bodies did not keep very well. In most cases,
burials were carried out as quickly as possible.

G

The Body in the Plame

He told me of cne lncident, when he was required to bring a
very badly decomposed body back to Dardy from ¥yndham. It was
suspected that the person had besn murdered a few weeks before and
an autopsy would have to be carried out at Derby to determine the
causa of death. Dr Holman chartered a small plane from Derby and
flew to Wyndham, whera he arranged for the body to be placed in a
sealed cantainer, which could be fitted Ln the cabin by removing
the seat next to the pllot and the one immediately behind. To allow
for variations in the cabin air pressure, as the aircraft was not
prassurized, 2 lengthk of small diameter rubber hose was Tun frou
the sealed coffin to the outside air. Batween the two ends of the
Lose and inside ip the cabin was a valve which was ta be kept
closed until the plane had teken off. The theory behind this set up
was 1o ensure that the alr pressure inslde the coffin ragained tha
game as the cabln pressure. In due course the Cassna taxled down
the runway, with the lower part of the box resting alongside the
pilot and the upper part restiog alongside Lawson Holman, wha was
sitting immediately behind the pilav. Lawson was able to balance
the air pressure lnside the coffin with ihe outside air, using the
band operated valve beside him The plane took off, gained altitude
and was on lts way back ta Derby when 1t bappened

1ig
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The section af hose at the coffin end broke away from the

sealed container, releasing all the pent up air And with it came
the most nauseating stench of decaying flesh, which soon permeated
the whole cabin. As Lawsnn sald to me, " It was unpleasacnt but it
wasn't naw to me. I could put up with Lit. Tha pilot, however was
not use to it ,and 1 could see at any mouwent he was golog heave his
heart up while still trying to fly the plane. There was no whera we
could land. 1 gunldn't evan get to the controls, 1f [ had to, what
with a big spewing box taking up the space where one seat had been
and the pllot partly slumped over in his seat.” He said he managed
eventually 4o gat the hose back on to its coupling on the coffin
and the smell started to disperse. Both the pllot and he were very

relleved when they arrived back on the tarmac at Derby.

Burials at Wyndham

Burlals at ¥Wyndham were not easy. The ground consisted of
a matrix of clay and small boulders,  which required constaat pick
and shovel band excavation. A grave took some time to dig., 4s a
result of this there were always a few on hand ready to receive the
latest coffin. As 1 mentioned before, it was often desirable 1f not
essential to get rid of bodles as SoOL &S possible.  Durisg tﬁe wet
season the ampty graves often filled up with wataer, which created
anothar problem. According to Alan Donovan, who was the District
Officer for the Public Vorks Dapartment at Vyndban, he had attended
many funerals at Vyndban, where the only way they could get the
floating coffln to sink was ta load 1t wlth large rocks, of which
there were an abundance i{n the vicilnity of the cemetery.

The Operating Table

I had coly been im Darby a month or so, when [ had an urgent
call, one Sunday, from the hospital, advising me that the operatlng
table wasn't working and could I have a logk at it to see what was
wrong. 1 mused on this. 1f I was sick on a Sunday or a Public
Holiday in Derby, I would have little chance of seelng a doctor.
and yet I was expected %o attend to their "1lls" oo my day off.
Aoyway I faced up at the hospital and had a look at the table
which had pride of place in the middle of the operating theatre.
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Apparently the

lifted ar lowered the
similar to that on a car hoist Was not working. Vhile the

ZAtToR and A yousg dactor hoversd over me, |
table, trying to look as
second nature fto mg.

I had never seen an operating table before.

Problem was that the hydraulic pump which
table,

crawled under tha
though fixing operatinsg tables wag Just
¥y knowledge of mechanles was very limited.

Bowever I tightened up a few coupliags and unscrewed and

screwed up
a few valves,

To this day [ am not quite sure what | actually did,
but for some reason what I did was right because the hydraulic
system came good. I was thanked imzensely by the matron. ¥ith oy
tongue 1o my cheek, I said that 1t was no problem, and to let me

know if it played up again. It never did, which was Just as well.

Going Iruppe

The term "goiag troppo” was often used to refer to someone
wha wasg acting strangely. It was more noticeable in the wet Season
thar in the dry season. Dr Holpan told me that he felt 1t was due
to the loss of magnesium chloride from the body,

brought about by
eicassive perspiration.

He sald that sodium and potassiun salts
warsg ;aplaced more rapldly in the body than the magnasium salts. A
shortage of magnes{um in the body effected that part of the brain,
which he considered acted like z - Switchboard {n relaying nessages
to various parts of the body. 4 loss of magnesium tended te short
circult the swiichboard resulting in the brain sending out garbled
messages.

One hot muggy Saturday worning ia January, 1 was standing
butside tha Public Warks Department office in ¥ytdham, when 1 heard
a terrific roar coming from the far end of the town. Ip a matter of
seconds a blue dust covered wtility came.syinning around the corner
oD two wheels, narrowly missed a pole near which [ was standing and
then wveered across the road, hittlng an ambankment and becoming
air- borms. The driver was projected from the vehicle with some
ﬁelocity and was splattered over the road enly a few chains from
tha office. The ulility rolled over several times 4in a cloud of
dust and came to rest aut on the tidal flats Just off the CausSeway
to the Jetty. 1 learnt afterwards that tha driver of the wtility,
who was killed outright, was fram the Xain Roads Department camp, a
few mlles out of Vyndham
i1z
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The previcus day he had told the cther men in the caap, that
tomorrow he was golng to break the world land speed record driving
between the camp amd the Vyndham Jetty. Nobedy took any notice of
bim. He was sericus. There was a complete breakdown of logle. It
was fortunate that no one else was killed 1o the attempt, as even
the main sireet of Wyndhan, om a Saturday mornlng was not devold of
people, This was the only tragedy of tals type I had witnessed.
[ understopd that suicides and murders were much higher ia the
northera part of the GState than in tke southern part, and more sa
during the wet saason.

Threa Murders in One Month

Our month of eolouful introductions to Derby Llncluded three
murders. 4 Judge was flown inte the town from Perth for the trials.
The first mordar was the result of a row betwesen a full  blood
native and his full klood wife. He threw a spear at her and mimsed
and spearsd some innocent bystander. He got off because he hada't
meant ta kill the bystander. The second murder was committed by a
full blood lubra living with a white man. There was a row and she
stuck a ¥knife into hkim. She appeared befora an all male fury, was
sentenced and failed. The third murder took place at the Public
Vorks constructlon camp at Camballin.

The victim, after an argument in the camp, dared one of the
men in the camp to shoot him. He did and killed him. The murderer
was duly sentesced and jailed.

The High Cast of Living

There wWers many things about Derby, which made it different
to the southern area of the state. Apart from the climate, where
the coldest day In Derty cowld equata to one of the hottest days in
Perth, it was a very expemsive place in which to live. Admittedly
the accommodation for governmeat employees was subsidized and there
was a district allowance, %o cover areas between the 28th parallal
and Wyndham, which was suppose to take into account liviag costs in
the rorih. There was also a Zone allowance which gave a taxation
deduction if one had resided for more than six months ia any cae

financial year in the morth.
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¥ith all these so called concessions the cost af Livisg in
Derby was still far more than ln the south of the Stata, Freight

alone was a very large proportion of the cost. The air freight on
frult and vegetables was 2/6 a pound. This was partly subsidized
but only over the wet seasan. Hany residents use to have their
groceries and non perishable goods sent up by State Ship. We bad a
standlog order with ope of the chain stores in Perth, fter we had
bean in Derby a couple nf years, a local group of the Civil Service
Assoclation was formed, of which [ was elactad president. Goe of
the first aims of the committea was to push fer an increass in the
district allowance. The committes was fartunate that Elsa, who was
4 qualified Home Bconamist, was able to assist the committee in
praviding very pracise {nformation whick proved that the cost of
living was much higher in the uorth than im the sguth. dpart from
stora dockets ifrom both Perth and lerby showlng the comparative
costs of goods of a simllar type and brand, Elsa was able to
provide supporting evidence on the putriticn value of selected
foods. ﬁlsa had arravged with the Home Economics department in
Parth for the studeunts to carry out a study, <comparing botk food
cosis and food values for a fapily of four for Derby and for Perth,

This information , which was well documented was subnitted to
the Public Serwice Comnissloner, Xr Reg Bond, when he paid a viszit
ta Derby during 18963, As a result of our submission, the District
Allowance was ultimztely lncreased.
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District Officers

There were a number of dfstrict offlcers employed by the
department who were based at the main towns iz the north. Thesa
officers ware origimally responsivle to me. Later on, three other
englnears were appointed to the North Vest branch, one being based
at Carnarvon, a second at Port Hedland and a third at Derby. The
distriet officers then became responsible to me through their
respactive district engineer. Their duties were numerous but their
maln gne was to look after the departmeni’'s interests in the ares
in whici they were based. This involved the operaticn aud
maintenance of one or more town water supplies, the maintenance of
tanks and mills along tha stock route ip the area, the maintenance
of all port structures and buildings and initially the maintenance
cf ail goverpment buildings in their district. This latter functien
was eventually iaken over by Supervisors who came directly under
the control of the Architectural Division aof the department,

They were also required to ﬁlay an  impartant part in public
relatiocus. In the sixtles there was an extsnsive expansion in the
migning, pastoral and agricultural industries In the worth of the
State and there was a continual stream of top public servants,
ministers both State -and Fedaral, financlers, economists, company
esecutives and even the friends of the friends of the foregoing
visiting areas between Carnarven and ¥yndham. They normally had the
sense make their visit in the"dry”. They camz by boat. They came by
Plane and some even came by car. One of the duties of the oificer
was to meet the plane or the boat, baok them $nto the local hotel
ar goverament accommodation and show them what they wanted to see,

¥yndbam District Offlce

The Wyndbam district office was located Lo the front of the
ald gaol in O'Donnell 3treet, which tagether with Foreshore Drivé
were the only two streets io Vyndbam proper. Sirip development must
have bhad its origin ln Vyadhan. ©'Donnell Street, which was the
main street nestled alongside the 1000 feet Ligh Bastion Range on
the east. Foreshore Drive, a complete misnomer, ran for a short
distaace along the high water mark of the dark chocolate coloured
waters of Cambridge Gulf a dozen or so yards on the west. One mpile
to the north and across a tidal marsh was the port of Wyndhan,
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This was the end of the road from Perth 2000 miles away. To
the south, the only road owt of ¥yndham followed the Bastion Range
for a mile or so on the sast and Cambridge gulf on the west., There
was then & small settlement three miles from ¥yndhaw town, cailed
unimaginably the Three Mile. There wera a few houses here and there
scattered along both sides of the highway. This area ultimately
becampe the main part of the town in the late sixties. Further down
the track, preclsely slx miles form the fown was another settlement
which coxmprised a hotel, one Louse and the turn off to the Wyndham
alrport, This arsa, in keeping with the general naming of localities
in the region, was called the Six Mile.The hotel was called the Six
Xile hotel. Residents of the other Eimberley fowns when visiting
Wyndbam used to suggest that Cambridge Gulf was the posterior end
of Mustralia and that Vyndham was sixty miles up it. The residents
of ¥yndham would retaliate by saylag to the visitor,"if that 4s haw
you see 1% iben we must assume that you are jJust passing thraugh.”

The district officer at ¥yndhan was Alan Donovarn, 4 legead in
his own time. He belonged to the ole, school of bushmea and told the
tallesl stories of aayone 1 bave ever met. His cifice consisted of
three rooms. Be occupled one of the front rooms, which was also the
cement store and bolt store. The second room was the tramsieat rcom
which was regserved for visiting departmental officers. I often uged
to stay here when ] visited Vyndbam The third rooe was the store,
which was mainly filled with valwves, water supply fittings, mill
parts, tians of paint and rolls of hessian. Alan had a most unusual
filing system. Vhen he plcked up the mail from the post ofilce he
would place the letters, uncpened {n the glove box of his utility,
with the fntention of cpening the mall at some later date. He would
then forget them. This was why many of the letters from both Perth
oifice and Derhy were never answered.

The Yisit of the Governor General

On cne accaslon, at the start of the wet season the Governor
General and his entouraga paid a visit to ¥yndham. The arrival by
alr at the ¥yndham air port was scheduled for late in the morning.
[t was one of those "three hundred days® - 100 poierts of rain, 100
percent humidity and 100 degrees Fahrenheit. The whole of ¥yndham
was out at the airport to meet the plane,
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Q' Donpell Street Wyndbam, taksn from the veranda
of tha Wyndhanm Hotel, logking along the only road
oot of ¥yndham, The shops from right to left are

B1ll Flinders' agencies, the general store run by
Artbur and Doreen Vagg , XMyrtle Voodland's cafe,
the only sating place 1in the town and Bassle

¥ylia, s nawsagency and taxl service .

The Ord River Diversion Dam, which was opened by
the Right Hen. Sir Bobert Menzies om 20tk July
1963, The Daxm lumpounds &9,000 acre feet of water
with & threa mile length of dam including levees
and has a 1,100 feet length spilllway, Elsa, Yvette
and Gragory are standlng on be downstreanm side of
the dam with some of the 20 radial gaies in the
background. The full flood discharge over the dam
iz 1,090,000 cublc feat per second.
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Quite a faw of the mwen in the reception party were wearing
slacks and an open neck shirt with a coat. For some skragge reason
or other there were still people who felt that it was nacessary to
dress the same way as cut ancestors did Lrraspective of whether it
was in Little Chipping Haven, Albany or Wyndbam. Alan Donovan was
still a member of the old school and  turned up at the airport in
conventicnal dress. After the plame carrying the GG bad cireled the
alrpart a few times {% came into land. During on of these rums Alam
decided that {t was even a trifle hot for him so he bad removed bhis
coat and carried it over his srm Vhen the plane landed, the GG
stepped down from the plane, carrying bhis coat aver his arm. He
immedlataly brushed aside the main body of the recspticn commities,
strade over to Alan apd shosk bim by the hand zaying " I gut the
Pllot to circle aver the strip a few times so that I could see what
the men dowh below were weariag. Thank goodness you togok your coat
off. 1 didn't want to be the ooly ope in the party without a coat.
That of course was Alan Denavan's story.

Cheeze Tin Creek

4lan would offen Ee called on to take ViPs cut to Kununurra.
At that stage there was no alrport at Kununu:ra and all plénES had
land at the ¥Wyndham airport. later some uf.the lighter planes used
the Ivanhce Stationm strip.The sixty mile trip to Kununurra was over
a partly formed gravel and dirt road, which {n places skirted the
south bauk of the Ord River. Thers were numercus coreek crossings
and some spectacular rugged scemery. Many of the natural features
were named, such as Goose Hill, “House Raof Hill and False House
Roof Hill., Many of the natural features were not named.This,hawever
did not deter Alan from giving names to all the features,about
which some of his VIP passengers would ask.l once queried him about
the comsistency of his naming as I notlced that ocue day it wonld be
Dead Hurse Creek and the newt day ths same stream would be called
Cheeze Tin Creek. He told me that It didu't really matter as his
passenger would bhave forgotten the name by the time he asked the
next questlion. This,of course was all very well and [ used to wonder
how much truth there was in some of his official departmental
reparts he fad to me., is the town of ¥yundham was the forerunner of
gtrip devalopment ,so was Alan the forerumner qf dis lnformatigm.
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Takiag Over

Alan was one of those blokes who, although ., coly then {n his
mid fifties could have been over a hundred If cze was to belisve
all the storles he tald, Be was in Darwin during the war and met up
with an old friend of his who was a pilat Ln the alrforce. Ones day,
unofficially, be tock Alan up for a spin ln a racently acquired
fighter the airforce were trying out. Ounce up in the air, the pilot
lat Alan take gver the controls. Alan, of course, was also a pilet
and he was abla to fly the plane perfectly. Just prior to comlng in
to lapd, ils friecd suggested that he might llke to land it on the
tarmac. Not being backward, Alan took over the controls and made a
copy book landing, which was observed by the Officer im Charge at
the air base. When Alan and his pilot friend alighted from the air-
craft, Alan wes carefwl to fade intoc the distance, The O0IC rushed
over to the pilot and congratulated him on such a perfect landing.
Alan, who was telling me the story, added, "well, the pilot could
not let on that 1 was the ooe who brought the plane in, otherwise
be could bave gat imto a lot of trouble taklng a passenger up in
the plane, let alone allowing him to take over the controls.”

4 Hear Sackiag

Ny Chief, Kelth Steere was a fairly quiet sort of person and
never seemed to get upset. However, 1 remamber oue occasion when heé
did lose his cool with 4lan Donavan over the nob replacement of a
valve in the rising water main from the Eing River. A raplacement
main line valve bad been shipped up to Vyndham with the explicit
lastruction that the old valve be removed immediately atd replaced
with the new ome..Pricr to visitiog ¥yndham ¥r Steere had rung Alan
to check on whether the valve had bean replaced. Alan assured him
that the old one had been removed and a new one placed in the line,
It was while we were at Wyondhan that there was one hell of a burst
on the main line. Water was golog everywhere and the main valve
gouldn't be turmed off, Vhen we questiomed Alan, he said that they
bad a new valve in the siore and that we would now take aut the old
valve and put in the new one. Ky chief turzed on Alan and said.
»Didn't you tell me you had replaced the valva? However 1 will net
dwell on that but [ will tell you now Domovan, that if that valve
bas not been replaced by five o;clock tonight, you haven't a job.”
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The wvalve was replacad by four o'clock that afterncan. The
next day Alan got me on the sida and asked me what was wrong with

Kr Steers Alag would never had thought that the fault was his. He

told so many stories that I think that in the end he believed thenm
bimself.

The Three Nile Transient House

In 195% and 1960 the Harhours and Rivers branch of the Publie

¥orks Department, under the supervision of resident englneer Jim
Butcher replaced the old timber jetty at Vyndham with a steel and
concrete structure. Thera was a large construction team camped in

an area kpown locally as the gully half way between the towe and
the port. The staff were accommodated {a three cyclonic type houses
at the Three Mile. Jim Butcher and the foreman Bob Dixon were both
married and had a house each. The thlrd house was occupied by soma
of the clerical staff and two young engineers, BLil Apdrew and Glen
Ketteridge. 1t also provided overnight accommodation for visltors
irom the scuth. I sometimes stayed there, At that time there was
no electricity supply at the Three Xlle and the department ran a
spall diesel driven lighting plant which supplied 1limited pawer to
the three houses, The plant was oot designed to run contlnually.
The two young englueers had been glven the Jjob of starting the
anging first thing in the morning and turning it off about ten
o'clock at night. Mozt of the rooms were fitted with large ceiling
fans which gave some rellef to a part of the long hot humid nights.
I remonmber ane oceasion when the Hon Minister Gerry Vild and the
Under Becretary Jim McConmnell were staying in the housa,

It was a hot stlcky night and they were both stretched out on
the floor in their vnderwear directly under the whirling blades of
the fan., 1 heard the minister say to the under secratary "this is
the life Jim ™, as the coolish alr mopped up some of the sweat from
the two perspiring bodles. In the meantime the two young engineers
who had the power of glving light or not giving LLight, decided ta
enforce this power and cut the motor. Suddenly the lighis went out
and the blades of the fan slaowed down and then stopped. It came as
a sudden shock to our two Ferth visitors. It was explained to then
that this was the normal procedure. The government didn'%t have
ghough money to run a standby lighting plant. Shortly after their
roeturn to Psrth 2 second lighting plant was shipped to Wyndham.
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Halls Craek

flalls Creek, which was 230 miles soutl of Vyadham came under
Alan Donovan. When his team weat to Halls Creek they used to stay
at the only hotsl which was then belng rua by Rob and Beryl Hoody.
The original town of Halls Creek was about eleven miles east of the
precent settlement. The hotel bad originally been a hostel for MMA
air crew flying station runs out of Halls Creek. The hotel was not
flash. I stayed there several fimes in the "air conditioned part"
of the hotel. This consisted of & large commercial type steel frame
shed which had a corrugated iron roof, a concrate floor and cement
brick dividing walls aboul two courses high- There were no doors or
windaws. The function of the lgw wall was purely to define the
roon area. The furnlshings comprised a bed with a hard mattress aud
a hotel type weather worn dressing table. One cursory glance would
tell which rooms wers accupled and which were empty. In the cooler
months [ would try and get & room ln the main part of the bullding.
where nmatural air conditigning was not a factor.

Ablutions were somsthing again. There was no hot water. This
was not a problem during the summer months but 1t was different
in the winter, standing under a cold shewer open to the elements
when the temperature could drop to a few degrees above freezing. On
opa visit to Halls Creek, | suggested to the gang from ¥yndham that
they put in & temporary hot water system, using three forty four
gallon drums in the bBotel ablutlons for their use while they were
in Halls Cresk. Rob aad Beryl Moody maturally accepted my offer on
the basls that 1t be removed when the gang returned to ¥yndham.

The “winter” lounge and bar were housed in a long carrugated
iron shed, which the bar counter cut in half. The back half was ihe
lounge and the frant half was the public bar. To cope with the cald
winters a couple of open forty four gallon drums with the tops cut
off bad been placed im the froat bar. These were constantly stoked
with anythiog whick could bura.

The Halls Creek Road Board offlce was in a small corrugated
iron building. The first time [ visited the office I was struck
by a harrible smell emanating from the building. It was as a result
of all the dingo scalps, on which a bounty had bean paid and which
Wwere now strung an a wire above the public counter. The Secretary
vwas determined to keep an eye oo them to ensure that he would not

bte paying out iwice for the same scalp.
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Kimbarley Housing

The departmental house we occupled for over flve years at
Derby was an the cormer of Loch Straet and Heasman Street. Cn the
oppesite side to us in Loch Bireet were the pollice statlen, court
house amd police quarters. Opposite us in Hensman Street wers the
district medical officer quarters and the Derby hospital.

The house was a standard State Housing Commission Forth Vest
cyclonlc type house. Although cyclones did not normally strike the
coast north of Broome, many of the governmeat houses bullt ln Derby
and ¥yndham were of this type of consiruction. They cuaprised of
timber framed walls with long steal bolts passing through the top
plate and fastened to the floor rafters. The walls were clad with

fibrelite sheeting and all window openings wers covarad with steel
shutters, which were hung vertically and could only be opened or
The main street of Halls Creek, takea in 1961, closed frow the gutside. There was po glass in the opening, which
was covered in with fized flywire. The fibrolite or iron toof was
also sacured to the roof purlins by pipe or itlober battens.

One of the problems with this type of house was that the only
way the red dust could be kept out was by closing the shutters.
Apart from thes cutting ouwt all light the house then became a sweat
box, particularly as most of the more severe dust storms always
took place when the temperature was on or above the century mark.

To gain the maximum bensfit from any air that might be a few
degress cooler than ilnside the house, the shutiers were always left
ppened. Even 1f we went away anywhere for a few days we would never
close up the house, I remexber on one occasion, when we rgturﬁed
to the house sfter having been away for a week or so and having had
a severe dust storm in the interim, I had to sweep up the dust with
a bass broom and then remove vwheclbarraws of dirt uslag a square
mouthed shovel.

Eadio reception was not very good at Derby, although we were
able to pick up the overseas frequency of Radio  Australia now and
then. On une partlcular overcast hot humid night we were listening

to Radioc Australia, when an Znnouncement came over the radlo that
a cyclope with wiads of up to 100 miles per hour was bearing down
on the Horthern &ustralian seaport town of Derby. The night was
very still and there seemed 1o be 20 sign of bag¢ weather, apart

Fitzroy Crossicg Ina, taken in May 196Z.

from the odd lightning flashes which was an accepted part of the
approach of the wet season.
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The main stireet of 4alis Creei, taken in 1961.

Sitzroy Crossing lan, taken {o May 1962,
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degrees coolar iaslde the nause, the sautlers were always lait

spened. Even 17 we went away anywzere for a {ew days we would pever

ciede up the housa. . remezber 4o ode oCcaslod, Wheh we returaosc
to the zouse after aaviay been away for a weei or so and havizg had
s severs dust stors in the lnterim, I had to sweep up the dust with
a2 bags brocm  and iben remave wheelbarrows of dirt using a squarz
mouthed shavel

Radie receptisn was mot very gocd at Derby, altbough we were
able to plck wp tae overseas frequency of Radio Austra:la uow and
then. On one parsicular overcash bat bumkd oight we were listeniag
to Radlo Australila, whel an aDnouncement came over tae radio that
a cyclone with wiads of up %c 100 ailes per bour was beariag wows
an the NHorthers Australian seaport town of Lerby. Tha =alght was
vary still and there sesmed <Ic be nc sige of bad weather, apart
from the odd lightning fiashes whled was an accepied part of ike

approach of the wet season.
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The Public Vorks Despartment house, on the corner
of Loch and Hensgman streets, Derby, whici was
our home from mid 1960 until late 19658, This
was taken in 1960 shortly after we had moved in.

The Public Works Department, Engineering  Division
offices in Elder Street, Derby, taken in mid 1960.

The offices were occupied, from left ta right by a
Lydrographer, the residant enginear, the dlstriect
afficer for Derby, tbe clerical officers and the
State Shipping Service at the far right. Threa
offices were built later out at the rear for a

drafting and survey section and a second engineer.
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The Star:m

That night we had planned to take our twa childrea, Tvette
and Gragory to the local plctures, which were acrgensd in a vary
open picture "garder" oo the edge of the tidal marsh at the jetty
end af Loch Street.
stretched out in the deck chalrs with one eye on the scresn and the

¥e decided to proceed with our plans and

other locking up at the sky, which was getting darger by the minute
When the pictures finlshed we rushed home to prepare ourselves far
the approaching storm. Before retiring I made sure that all the
shutters would close easily. Rather than being stifled by the heat
[ decided to leave thew oper until the last minute.

¥a duly went to bed and had bardly dozed off when we heard a
plercing roar which cut through the nlght sky like the sqund of ap
approaching railway engine, And then it hit without warniag, [t was
probably nothing more than & large willy willy. 1t would have not
been ¢lasced as a cyclone but 1t rﬁlled a mini minor over and over
down Loch Street and pushed a rake of enmply rallway wagons, which
were fully braked, azd standing in the gaods yard, through a six
foot high cyclone fence and down the pae and a quarter mile length
causeway onio the jetly, where lts progress over the end of the
jetty amd into Xing Sound was prevented by a full rake of railway

wagoas parked on the Jetty.
Derby District Office

The vifices of the englneering division of the public works
dapartuent at Derby were located in Elder Street at the jetity end
of Loch Street and were shared by the Derby district officer, Reg
Crossley, myself and the branch manager of +ike Siate Shlpplag
Service, Arthur Hewiti. Feg, like Alan Donovan at ¥ywdham was
responsible for the malntenance and operation of the water supply
at Derby, +the maintenance of stock rowtes , the malntenance of the
structures and buildiegs at the port of Derby and the maintenance
of some of the goverument bulldings at Derby and Fitzroy Crossing.

I alwaye falt a llttle sorry for Reg. Prior to my appolintment
te Derby he was the "Klng”. He waz the one, who met the plane or
the boat. He was the one who went to the civic recepiiocas, such as
they were. He had bathed in this glory for nearly twelve months
since the departure of a previous engloeer, who was based in Derby.
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The Public Works Department Douse, ou toe corasr
af Loch and Hensman straets, Darby, which was
sur home from 2id 1960 until lata 1963, This

was Taken in §960 shortiy after we had acved 1z

The Public Works Department, Englazering Ddvision

atfices tn Elder Street, Derby, taken in mid 19580

The offices were occupied, irom left to right by a
nydrographer, the resident eagineer, ike district
afficar for Derby, the clerical offisers and the
State Sbipplng Service at the far right. Threa
pifices were built later out at the Tear for a

drafting and survey secilon aid a secoad engineer.
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down Lasi Street and pushed a rake af  2agty rallway wa
were fully btraked, and standiag la the zoocds yara, throuzld a 3ix
fagt high cyelone fence and down the one and o guariar  alls L31gni
causeway omna tae  jeity, wWhers lis  progress over <he =210 oI =he
j271y and into Kiag Sound was praveanted oy a MLD 0 rase on oral.way

#agoR5 Par£ad an was Jaivy.
Cargy Disirigt GLiice

The nifices of she engineering division of She DuDiic WiT&s
departmeat at Derby were located in Hider Stresi at  the jaicy 2ad
of Lock Strest and were shared by the Derby district ofticer, deg
irossley, myself and the branch manager of tle State Silpwiag
Bervice, Artaur Hewits, Heg, lize ilaa fomovaz al ¥yadham was
responsible for the maintauance and operakioa of the water susply
at Zerby, the Iaintenance af stock routes , the malntenance c¢f the
structires and bulidimgs at  the port of Derby and the maintezance
o soze of the goverament boildings at Derdy and Fitzroy irossisg.

l aiways feli a little sorcy for Reg. Pricr to my appolntaent
to Derby he was the “Xing". He was the one, who met the plaae or
the boat. He was tie ome who weat to the ¢1vic recepllous, such as
they wera, He had bathed ia this giory for oearly twelve montas

tince the departure of a previcus englneer, who was pased in Lerby,
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I also felt that he was disadvantaged by nat coly haviang the
engineer breathing down his back on the job but also having him as
his next door pesighbour. He may have not seen it that way but 1 was

certainly aware of it as far as the local people were concerned.
The Royal Visit at Broome

In April 1963, Her ¥ajesty Queen Elizabetl 11 made a a visit
to Broome aboard the Royal Yacht Britannia. It was proposed that the
Royal Yacht would moor 1o Roebuck Bay and that Her MHajesty would
coma ashore at Brooms by the Royal Bargs which would tie up at the
Broome Jetty. Due to the large tidal variations at Brocme sud the
general state of the old timber Jetty it was necessary that speclal
structural and aesthetic modificationz be made to the Jetty.

is the officer responsible for the malntenance of ports in
the North Vest and.Kimberley areas of the Sata,
to arrangs for the necesSSAry work to be carrled out. In order to
accommadete the Royal Barge, a special landing Has constructed at
the end of the jetty such that the landimg level and the deck of
the Rpyal Barge were the same oOver the rise and fall of the tide
durlng the few beurs Her Majasty would be on shore. Accurate tidal

it became my duty

predictions and meteorvlogical information were obtalned several
weeks prior to the visit together with the Broome Itinerary, which
apabled the Tequired deck level of the landlng to be astablished.
The wisit was fortusately made during neap tides, when the
daily tidal rangs was least. If 1 remember correctly, tha landing
was set at 11 faet above low water ta colnclde with what the deck
level of the Royal Barge would te when Her Majasty alighted from it
at the scheduled time and aon the scheduled day. Her Majasty was to
be met at the end of the three quarter mile length jetty with the
conslsting of several vebicles speclally brought
in order to take the vehicles 1t

Royal entourage,
up from Perth for the occasion.
was necessary to place timber decking leegltudizally over the full
length of the jetty,

Her Majesty duly arrived ia the Royal Barge and alighted at
the speclally prepared landlng, over which coir motting had been
placed. She then climbed the short f£1light of steps up and onio the
Jatty, was ushered inta her vehdlcle amd driven along the specially
placed plapks down the jetty and Fhrough the streets of Broome to

the receptlon committes walting for her at the Braome Shira Hall
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A5 soon as the Royal entourage disappearsd  down the fetby,

some of the jetty gang swiftly retrieved the colr matting fram the
landing and the steps as the

inundate the structure.

incoming tide once again started to
ifter about one hour the tide peaked and
started to drop again. Immediately it started to fall, the men were
out with bass brooms, following the tide daown and ramoving any mud
deposits from the steps and landing. As the water receded, the coir
watting was run down the steps and on to the landing in praparation
for Her Majesty's pending departure., At precisely two hours after
the Royal entowrage left the jetty it arrived back. The Royal Barge
had ip the meantime, berthed at the landing. Her Majesty alighted
from her vehicle, walked down the few coir clad steps onto the
landing and boarded the Barge, probably never ever knowipg what had

trasspired during the two hours she was ashore and probably quite

convinced, unlike Eing Canute, that the tlde had stood still for
her duriag her Bracme visit,

The Royal Visit by Derby

Her Mafesty did not go to Derby nn this particular tour, which
peant that Derby would have {0 go to Broome to see Her Majesty. It
was declded amongst the Derbyltes that anyone wishing to iravel the
130 nfles to Broome should go in convay. It was at the epd of the
Vet season and the Fitzray River was still flowing over the fard at
Lange Crossing and Broome was officlally cut off from Derby by road.

The Matin Poads Department District Englneer at Perby, Albert
Tognolinl conaldered +that the road could be passable If drivers
tock some care. He alsa could arrange for some road plant to be on
band at any of the flood prowe areas, which the main road traversed
betwesn Derdby and Broome. Gn the day of the Royal visit a large
convoy of wehicles set off Just after sunrise for Bropome. ¥e koew
that we wguld all get fairly dirty from the trip and felt that we
would have ample time once we got to Broome to shower and change.

The first 30 miles or so of road from Perby as far as the
Yeeda turnoff was QX and produced no problems. We crossed TYeeda
Creek and coptinued on to Lange Crossing, where we were met by the
raglng waters of the Fitzroy River. The road dipped down the river
bank and terminated In the swirling waters. On the far side the
road agaln rose out of the muddy waters.  4ll that could be seen
copnecting the two sections of road was a low standing wave,

. _murking the upsiream edga of the ftimber corossing.
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Bafare commancing the crossing we took the added precautian
of removing the radiatar belt to prevent any water from splashing
up on the engine and knocking out the electrical system. Nothing
could be worse than suddenly stalling balf way across the river. Ve
also put 2 short length of hose over tie exhaust pipe to 1iit the
cutlet abowe water lavel. And then ever so slowly we descendad down
the bank into the river, keeping the standing wave on cur left and
the far slde straight ahead. Crossing the ford required complete
concentration. At times 1t was a little worrylng when the steering
became quite light and it felt as 1f the vehicle was about to loose
traction. This of course was due ta the vehicle starting ta become
aver so slightly buoyant. It was a relief to reach the other side
and start climbing up the bank cut of the river.

& little further on we then came to an almost impassable part
of the road, where every vahicle had to be dragged on @ side track
argund the flooded sectiocns. This imvalved an effert from everyane
in getting each vebicle through the bottomless mud. It also took up
most of our time, 1ip that we did not arrive at Broome untll just
shortly before Her Majesty was due to arrive at the Broome Shire
Hall,Ve therefore had no time for a shower and seelng that the trip
had been made specially to see Her Kajesty, we conglderad that now
we were at Broome, shower or no showar we had batter jolu the other
fifty or so peaple walting outslde the Shire Hall +to catch a
glimpse af her. And so there we stead, thirty or more unkempt,dregs
of humanity, looking as if we were all wearing long brown socks but
in fact were only showlng tastimﬂ;& to the mud we bhad accumnlated
on our trip dowe. '

Then after two hours or so we =et off on the 130 mile return
trip to Derby, By the time we had been dragged through the mud and
we reached the Fitzray River it was quits dark. The night crossing
was different again. This time, apart from our own lights, some
one had lit a small fire om the far bank to gulde us across.

At the time there was much friemdly rivalry between Derby and
Broome. (ne Broome identity_was bheard asking The Duke of Edinburgh
at the civic recepsion at Broome 1f he could do anything about
getting more ampenlties fnr Broome. He polnted out that Derby had
been made the administrative ceptre for the Kimberiey and the town
was also gatting a new jetiy, whereas Broome got nothing. The Duke
was heard to say “well I don't kmow about that but at least you did
get us — Derby didn't! "
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Royal ¥islt to Broome - April 1963- Crassing the
Fitzroy River at Langs Crossiag on the way from
Derby to Broome to see her Majesty, Quean
Elizabeth [I. Photo taken from the Derpy side.

"Meeting” Her Majesty at Broome, many hours later.

The Queen 1s ia the centre of the photograph and
is wearing a blue frock, with a white hat, white
shoes and matching handbag.
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was e o the wvalisla sTarsiag Lo Beoomsa
It was 3 Te.isl T I©each tae other sice
baRks out oI sas rivar
we then came to an alacsi lopassabla parc
sf the reoac, whare avery vealole had to be dragged we a side iracs
srownd zue ficoded sections.  THLS involved an 2ifort [rom everyane
iz zestiag sach wedblcle tarougi the bottomless pud. i+ alsc wooE up
s pf our time, in that we did mot arrive ai Broome uatlli jus=
saaryiy before Her Majesty was due to arrive at tae Sroome Shirs
fall.¥e thnerefara had ng time for a shower and =esiag that the tmp
zad been zade spaclally o see Her Majesty, we considared that new
4a ware at Broame, shawer or Do showar we had better joia bhae otber
fifty or ao people  walting Quitside the 3aire Hall %o <atch a
zilmpse of her, And S0 there we stood, thirty or zors uossmsh, dvags
nf humanity, looiiag as 1i we were all wearimg long browa socks put
in fact were only sbowlig testimony to ile med #e dad accumuataed
on gur irip dowa.

Then aftér two hours ar o we set afi oo tae 13¢ mile reszurz
trip to Derby. By the time we had heen dragged through the mud aad
we reached the Fitzroy River it was quite dark. The night crossiig
was differeat again. This time, apart from our own lights, some
oue had lit a smail fire oo the far bank t¢ guide us across.

Ai the time there was much friemdly rivairy between Darby and
Sroome. Une 3roome Ldentiiy was heard asking The Duke of Bdinburgl
at the ¢ivic recepticn at Erocme 1f he could do anythiog about
getting more ameaities for Broome. He poianted oput tzas Derby had
been made the acalalstrative cestre for the Kioberlesy and the town
was alse getilog a new jetty, whersas Eroome got pothing. The Duke
was haard to say "well 1 doa't know about that but at least yau did

get us - Derby didm't: "
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foyal Wisis o 3Jroome - Lprili 1953-
Fltzroy Rwar as Lange Cressing aa tis wvay fTom
Derby +ta 3rseme %o ses  her Majesir, Juesan

=
Elizabety L. Photo taken fram the Derdy side

“Heeting” Her Majesty at Eroome, many bhours later.

The Queen is i the centre af the photograph and
15 wearing a blue frock, with a white hat, white
shoes and matchiag handbag.
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The Stolem Lugger Incident

Une marning 1 had a visit from the Officer in Charge of the
Lerby Palice Statlon, saylog,
fron the State Shipplng vessal,
master had advised that kig

that he had received a radio report
Ha said that the ship's
vessel had been fired upon near Polnt
Tarment, in Elag Sound about $wenty miles or so north of Derby. The
sergeant told me that be bhad alsc recelved annther report that g
lugger had been reported stalan from Broome during the last
and he felt the twg Lpcldences might be related,

Koojarra.

wegk

The most suitable sea tramsport im Derby at that time was the
department's forty five fest length work boat, MV ¥arren and which
the smergeant now wisbed to take over amnd g0 immediataly to
Torment and arrest the alleged stolen lugger and crew.

Foint
He advised
ma that he felt there could be some gun play and suggested that I
wWarn my launch driver what to expect. The launch driver wasu't the
ieast concerned and said that he thought it could be fun.

The launch driver ther fueled up and the sergeant returned to
tie police station to pick up the rest of the Derby police force. A
short time laier he returned with three other cahstables, all armed
With .303 rifles. Before boarding the launch they oiled the bolt of
each rifle with grease taken from the axle boxes of a rail wagon
parked out on the jetty and then fired several test shots out over
the sound towards Hary Island. )

They then proceeded to board the laumch, which by now was
taking cn the appearance of a gun boat. [t was Just as the vessgel
was pulliag away from the landing ti;t the thought suoddenly struck
=z that the town of Derby would now be without a police forca. Half
in fun [ shouted out - "who will be in charge, while you are away?
The reply came back from the sergeant saylng " Tou will be.™

The work boat siowly turned away frow the Jetty and headed
north down the sound. I3 se time it was hidden by the
it continued on its way to

DANETOves as
& rendezvgus near Polnt Torment. 4s the
day wore on [ was becoming & little comncerned as [ had recelved ao
report from the Warren and meither could [ raise 1t by radio.

"last light", [ contacted the
Department of C{vil Aviatiaon, Rerby to sae if there ware any planes
which were or had been over the Point Torment area and to find oput

if they bad spoited two small craft in that arsa of King Sound.

Vhen the day was approaching
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Shortly afterwards [ receilved a telephone call in my orffice

irom Bixle Goddard wof DCh advising me that Dick Robertor wha was
returning from Keolaa island in his Cessna bad sputted two vessels
slowly woving up the sound and that one appeared to be in tow. AL
the height he Was flylng and in the failing light he was upable to
distinguish which vessel was the lugger and which was our workboat.

Elsa and [ then returned to the Jetty to awalt the arrival
Shortly, we picked out twg faint lights in the
darkuess of the Sound and  the steady thrabbing of a diesel engine,
A little while later the ¥Warrem towing a lugger came into wiaw. It
eventuated that the lugger was not a stolen one but one oo charter
from Broome. Apparently the crew who had gone fishing in the
Sound bhad broken down mear Point Torment, and thes beset by tidal
problens, mosquitoes and 1o radio had tried to attract attention to
their plight by firiag a  shot over the bow of the Koojarra as it
passed them sowe distance away.

of the "canvay",

The outcome to all this was a very
rellaved lugger crew, a tired coustabulary and a very disappointed
launch driver.

4= @ follow on to this incident there were two other stories
as told by the police and the strended mariners which are worth
relating. The police party, suspecting that the lugger thay were
seaklog had heen taken over by an armed crew decided to taks no
chances and got the launch driver 4o cut the motor scome distance
from the lugger. One of the more net so intrepld young policeman
bad suggested to his superior thet it might be better 1f they were
all to stay below deck and creap up on the "gang".

thought gtherwisa,

The sergeant
Ee and his three constables, arms at the ready
stood up on the deck at the bow of the launch.
crew of the lugger in battle,

ready to engage the
L am not sure what commands +the
sergeant gave but [ presume it would have been something along the
lines of,”¥s are coming alongside to board your vessal, tihrow down
your arms and. qome up o2 deck with your haods in the alr.”

The story from the marooned crew of the lugger was that they
had Elt en the ldea that morning of firing some shots ower the bow
of a vessel to attract attention, They had then waited down belaw
deck. Later in the afternoon of the same day , they heard in the
distance the sound of an eagise and then suddenly silence.
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On looking i{n the dirsctiom Irom which the sound bhad cooe
they ware amezed fo see an unmarked vessel with a number of man im
kkakl dress and holding rifles, standing on the bow of the vesszel
which was slowly driiting towards them. They said that some vne in

the party called out to then sumething about layiung down their arms
aud to come up on the deck with their hands in the ailr. One of the
craw on the lugger told me that he thought they were about to be
buarded by pirates. He sald were they relleved, when they heard the
massege repeatad preceded with “police bere.”

The Elack Ruck Air Drap

iz the late 5O0s the State Govermment engaged the engineering
consulting firm of K@unsells and Partners to lnvestigate sultable
deep water pori sites in the West Kimberley area. One of the sites
investigated was at Black Hocks, 15 miles or so aarth of Derby and
on the easters side of King Sound. 4 test pile had been driven at
the site by the departmeat and at one stage a tide recorder Lad
been installed. It was consldered, however that rather than carry
out any development in this area that the old timber jetty at

. Derby be replaced in stesl.

On the suggestion of my chief ia head office, I decided that
I should bave a look at the test plle to see bhow it had fared over
the several years that 1t had been In the grouad. ! therefore
decided that cne day when the tldes were near top springs that I,
with two other engimeers, a surveyor and the launck driver should
make the short trip to Black Rocks. The tidal range in any une day
in Eing Sauzd could be as much as 36 feet and it was essenmtial that
wit leave the Derby jetty om the rising tide to allow us to arrive
at Black Bocks somewhere close to high tide. This would give us
spme {ime to follow the plle a part af the way down with the tide
and see what deterioration had taken place before setting off back
tn Derby. We had to allow sufficiest time to ensure that when we
arrived back at Derby we would still be able to dise=mbark at the
jetty  before the barth dried out. V¥e had about six hours for the
"axpedition®. ' _

Unfortunataly we left the departurs i{rom Black Rocks too
late and started to run out of water on an uncharted sand baznk
lass than a mile from the test pile site.
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At first we thought we had struck a submerged object, when
the boat suddenly started to rise cut of the water. Some ona then
Jumped averboard and foumd that the water was less than wafist deep.
In another minute it was only thigh deep and in o time hardly
coverad the apkles. Wa were stuck un & sand bank miles from share
iz King Sound. 1In a littls over six hours there would be abont 20
faat of water over this spct. Ve were concerned that the work boat
having an open cackplt and sot dasigned to sit squarely on the sea
bed would keel over on its side once all flotation was lost. it
was likely that the boat would then start to f1ll with water on
the incoming tide , which would not have been degirabla, ln the
short time avallable after wa hit the bask we removed the englne
cover and {he slatted seats and wused them as props to hold the
vessel in an upright positiom.

At the stage of hitting the bank, and while we were still
aflcat the launch driver had tried to edge the vessel cver the high
spot by putiing full power on the engiae, This type of vessel had
been designed for towing and had a large diamater propaller. T he
result of his efforts was to dig & thirty feet Iength tremeh In~
the order of siz feet deep at the rear of the laurch. Thiz was to
a0 avall and we were still stuck high and dry as the wataer arguad
s continued to raceds. Across the muod flats and to the east was
a low line of mangroves defining the eastern shores nf the Sound.
Across the sand banks io the west were the remnining waters of the
Sosnd, which were quickly being replaced by mud flats. To the
north was a line of mangroves eoxtending over mud flats towards
the Point Tarment light and to the south, some distance away was
Derby. As the tide continued to fall, we began to realize that we
must be now siranded on the largest sand bank in King Sound.

We also appreclated that we would have to remain hera for at
least six more hours uatil the tide fell to its lowest and rose
again. Ve then seitled down to wait for the tide, spending most of
the time fimating on our backs in the only remainiog pool of water,
the tranch which had besn dug at the stern of the boat. On that
particular day the temperature was well ower 110 degrees farenheit
acd in 20 time the small pool in which we had taken respite from
the heat became quite hot.

In the meantime, back at Derby, when we did not tuwrn up at
the specified time, the foreman decided that we must have broken
down and wers stranded somewhers in the Sound.
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He lumediately contacted Dick Roberton, who had owe of the
air charter companies im Derby and who flaw gver the site t{o sea
what had happened. The first thing we knew of the foreman.s concern
was when we saw Dick's Cessna come out of the blue and swoop low
gver us, Ve duly waved to him that we were OK and he turned the
Cessna around and returned to Derby. Im a short tipa he returned
and flyipg at quite a low height tossed several packages out of the
plane. They turned out to be a can of water, several packages of
sandwiches and a carton of beer. As it was we did have plenty of
water on board bui mo food or beer, The beer was lcy cold. Un the
way down the carton broke open and for a short time 1t rained
cars of beer. ¥o one was hit and all the beer was drunk.

After we had beep on the sapd bank for three bhours the tide
turased and after another few hours, the vessel started to float. We
innediatelf retrléveﬂ our mareshift props, started the angine and

and wended our way back to Derhy. It was one incldeat we would

never live down. The engineers in the party were supposed to be
experts on tldes. hydrographic surveying and pavigational charts

and to be caught as we were was a real "oo no.
Crocadlles
All the time we were stranded un that sand bank near Black

Rﬁcks the thought of crocodiles never entered my head. Although 1
was in the Eimberley for over five years and =spent a large amount

of ny time near the habkitat of salt water crncudilas I must confess

that [ never confronted one and was never confronted by one. Thelr
presence ln the mangroves could often ba detected by their tracks.
Thay vsed to frequent the jJetty area and I belleve several large
cnes had beeun seswm in the mud around the Jetty whaen the tide was
gut. Ose of the ships wbich used te call iato Derby was the Centaur
of the Blue Funnel Line. The keel of the Cemtaur had been speclally
strengthened to allow the vessel to sit on the sea bed, when the
tide was put. it was essential that the waight of the vessel was
distributed uniformly over the sea bed and ragﬁlar inspections were
mide by either myself or the master of the vessel, once the berth
dried out, to sae how the ship was sitting. Hot 21l low tides were
duoring day light hours and sometimes the inspaction had to ba made
at night time using a powerful spot l?ght.
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Captain Glen Williems, who was the master of the Centaur at

the time told me how late ome night he decided to check the sea bed
around the keel. He said that he threw a rope ladder over the side
and descended the 30 faet nr so in to the {nky blackness of the sea
bed. Then with his tarch, lighting up the underside of his ship ke
slowly started ta plod his way through the black sticky mud along
the berth face. He told me that suddenly he had a strange feeling
that he was belng watched by somathing, He quickly turned arcund
and shong his torch 1o the direction from which he bad come. 411
he could see were two red glowlng embers. Be said he realized that
it was a erocodile probably slowly stalilag him as he walked around
the vessael. His immediate alm was to get back to that rope ladder
as gquickly as possible. And that rope ladder was somewhera between
kim and the crocodile. He retraced his steps, as qulckly as he
couid, through the knee deep mud . He said that when he reached the
rope ladder, he practically ram up the side of the ship to the

- gafety of the deck.

The district engineer at Derby, David Petiersson use o make
several trips to Vyndbam, On one of these trlps be had to carry aut
at luspection of the King River pools, whichk was the watar supply
for ¥Wyndham, The Eing River flowed into Cambridge Gulf a few niles
south of ¥yndham and there were several natural freshwater pools in
the river, from which the water was pumpad to ¥Wyndham. ’

On this particnlar day it was very hot. TDavid drove out to
the King River pumping station, parked his vehlele abd commenced
a several mile walk over rock and spinifex couniry to the top end
of the last pool, where he able to cross over a part of the dry
river bed apd proceed back along the other side. By the time he had
completed his Inspecticn, he was back to where be bad parked his
car except 1t was on the other side of {he river. Ha told me that
he bhad the cholce of eliher retracing his steps in the almost
unbearable heat, back to the top of the last pool and dowe to his
vehicle or elge swim the few yards across the Tiver, He said that
the river lonked so cool and inviting and he was bloody hot. He
decided on the latter, dived ir and was almost half way across the
river, when he suddanly thought of erocediles. Cambridge Gulf and
the lower reaches of the rivers that flow dinto {t are the home of
salt water crocodiles. David sald he was half inclined to swinm back
to the river bank which he had just left. He decided he had reached
the point of no return, so he kept going.
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In no time he reached the nther side, swimming, he said more
cut of water than in {t. He reckoned that as hea scrambled up the
bank, he was sure that several shapes were taking to the water iram
the side he had just lefs. )

Some of the gang at the Public Works camp at Camballfn had
guite & lucrative sideline, by catching small freshwater crocodilas
io large pools in the Fitzroy BElver, killicg them and stuffing them
for sale to touwrists. The method they used for smaring the freshies
was to unwind a large roll of wire netiiag in a waist deep pool to
compleiely enclose a large part part of the pool. The netting would

then be wound yp from one end, decreasing the size of the enclosure

and trapping any creccdlles. unable to escape. Apparently no one
lost any toes carrying out this completely illagal exercise.

Those stories were true. There are other stories concerning

crocodiles which might be guestionable. A friend of mine in Derby
told me how gne day when he was returning from Broome be came
across a small crocodile on the road near Lange Crossing, which had
apparently ean run over. Ee stopped to lnvestigate and found that
it was devouring its owa entrails. He sald that he understocd that

these Teptiles had a very poer nervous system and dild not have q.
high sense of pain. He then left the crocodile enjoying 1is meal
and carried en to Derby. He said that after 2 few miles down the

road he began to speculate as to what would he the outcome of this '

crocodlle eating itself. He sald he wondered how it would end up.
He declded that he would have to go_back along the road to see what
had happénad to the crocedlle, .

Vhen he arrived back at the place where he had lsft the
crocodlle making & real guts of ltself, be was surprised but not
unexpectedly to find that the crocodile was no lomger there. It was
quite simpie ha smaid." If the crocodils kept sating himself, there
would ba ngthing left of him and he would just disappear.” '

The other story concerns a discussion, & group of us bad one
Sunday muruiug.nver a few beers as to the differemce betwesn salt
water and fresh water c¢racodiles and why most auimnlé open thelr
mouth by dropping their lower jJaw, whereas crocodiles open their
nuuth'hy ralsing the upper jlaw. It was appreclated that the bluat
nosad crocod!les were salt water aones and the ones with the long
snnut were freshwater cues., The salt water crocodlles would always
bite you. The freshwater omas didn't bite.
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To assist in the discussion, one of our party had brought
along a baby crocodile, which he had placed in a basin of water. He
then proceeded tp explain to us "why it was so”, by uslog one of
his fingers to polat to that part of the crocodile's anatomy under
discussion. The crocodile obvicusly dida't like this attention and
made a grab at the finger amd hung on. [t wasn't a bad blte but Lt
neaded medlical attention. The unfortumate part about this apilsocde
was that the baby srocodile died a fow days later of suspectad
alcoholle poisoning.

Uuloading at Darby Jetty

The original Derby jeity was a timber piled and timber beam
structure with a timber dack. It was L shaped, with the lang part
of the L being the approach neck and the short part of the L being
the barthing head. There was only cne berth which was the outside

of the short leg. Imward and outward cargo was unloaded and loaded

by ships gear an d was f{rapsported by rall between the jetiy head
and tha goodsyard ashare. Berthing of vessels at the jetty had to
pe carried gut =&t bigh tide and when there was slack water for
only a few minutes. Once the vessel was moored alosg side, 1t was
secessary for the rope springs holding the vassel against the jetiy
face, to be slackened off as the tide dropped. The berthing of a
vessel in tidal ports requlres some split second timlng, not only
for the malntaining of water under the keel during the barthing
operation but also having to cdmbat'varying tidal gurrents, whilst
berthing. -

[t 1g for this reason that the ship’s master often irles to
keap some power up kis sleeve should 1t be suddenly needed at the
last moment. There was an incident at Derby, when a State Shippling
vessel came in too quickly and was not able to straightan up, with
the result that the bow of the ship almost cut the head in half.

The impact was so great that the transverse decking on the
approach neck started to concertina and the unloading gang walting
on the jetty were knaocked off their feet. The wharfinger at the
time was Alec Jorton, who was alsn.waiting on the jetty., Thers was
this ship sitting more than balf way in and at right angles to the
berth face. All Alec did, once he regalned hig feet,was to yell out
to the Captain, high above hinm up on the bridge, " Hall. That was
some berthing. Which side do you want to unlon: Iirgt?"
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The old timber jetty at Derby, taken from the deck of a ship
locking down +the meck aad across the mangraves and tldal
flats towards the towa of Derby. The building, having pride
of place on the jetty was the wharfingsr's office. The man
standing on the left was Doug D'Antoine, ske Derby District

toe District
Officer. The colours are gquite true. Taken in January 1962,

foreman and the man sitting was Reg Crossley,
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State Shipping Service

Much of gur life at Derty centred arcund the arrival of ships
and aeroplanes. The State Shipping Service brought in the mare
bulky supplies, which ipcluded beer. MacRoberison Millar Airlines
brought im all our perisbablss such as fruit, tomatces, lettuces and
other VEgetables.- They alse provided the only form of transport in
and out of Derby during the wet season. A story was often told of
how the beer would always be stacked at the bottom of the hold or
freezer on the ship to easure that the sther cargo had to be taken
off first

In the 60s the State Shipping Service line had saven vessels
operating on the Fremantle to Darwin run. They faciuded the geperal
cargo vessels, Derrige, Dulverton amd Delamere  and the passenger/

Subject
to the cargo and passenger requirements the ships mede calls to the

cargo vessels, Kangaroo, Kcolama, Xoojarra and Xabbarlt.

ports of Geraldtea, Carnarvon, Onslow, Point Samson, Port Hedland,
Broome, Derby, Vyndham and Darwin. The arrival of ope of the
passenger ships at Derby was always a great event, particularly in
the wet eeasgn. There was na alr conditioning in the town and to
step on hoard coe of the K boats and enter the ship's luunge'was
ilke walkicg intc a freezer. 1t was absolutely heavenly. The warse
part was when one leit the confines of the alr condltioning and
camz up 0on deck to go ashore. The hot moist air, minglad with the
permanent smell of rotting vegetation invaded the nostrils end felt
as if one was being enveloped by a hot steamy blanket. The sudden
change from caold dry air to hot molet alr alse gave the impresslon
that it was starting to rain. This of course was due to the very
bigh humidity playing havac with the senses. After a short time the
body adjusted itself again to the ouislde temperature and humidity.

Holidays on State Ships

In the 60s goveroment wages employscs were given leave and
transport paid to amd from Perth every iwo years. Staif employees
were more fortupate.They were glven four weeks leave sach year with
return fares to Perth for both the ewoployee zod his family, pald

for by ithe department.

139



e 3ld tlober jetiy at Derby, itaken from the deck of 3 ship
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Ugnsrally the employee and his family would travel down to
Perth by ship and return by air. The time speant iz getiing to Perth
and returclng from Perth was fincluded as normal pait working
time. The passenger ships usually called into most of the ports oa
the Perth run, pickiag up passengers from ports between Derby and
Fremantle. Consequently the trip down would take anything between
saven and ten days. As most of the ports were tidal, the ship would
bave to catch the tide for both bertblng and departurs.

We were fortumats that we were able to make several +trips on
the K boats when proceading ou leave to Perth. (One memorable trip
was from Derby to Fremawtle via Darwin. It was during the Christmas
and New Year Holiday period and by taking a few days from my
apnual laave we were able to spend a day or two at Darwin, living
on board the ship before leaving for Fremantles. Ou that particular
trip we were oo board the Koolama far about two weeks. The ship's
masier was Fred Jardine, 2 very dow Scaf, whose favourlte tumne was
“The Seetiish Soldier”, which was beng played comstantly 1in
some part of the ship, His favourite food was noi the Haggis, as 1
found out on N¥ew Years Day. ¥e ware guests at his table, when tha
chlef steward and the cook proudly ushered in this foul smalling
plece of cold porridge, wihich they proudl? announced to the Captain
was Hagpls, on a large silver platter. Fred Jardine politely asked
bis other guests, If they would like to try some. From my polnt of
view, eating haggls on a rolling piiching heaving ship on the day
after BPew Years Eve was naot desirable, Everybody at the table
thought the same way. So did Fred Jardine. He suggested to bis
chief steward and the cock that..perbaps they might 1like to try
sowme of the haggis on the other tables in the dinlng saloon,

Jumping Bollards

Host of the masters on the passenger ships never ever showed
their other side to the passengers, 1f they could help Lt. Most of
them could swear and curse as well as any land lubber but in front
of thelr passeangers thay wera all most correct and polite. Bringing
a vegsel alongside a jetty face in tidal ports was always hazardsus
particulariy when tidal curreats werse runaing. These could soddenly
take over the vessel and throw several theusand tons of ship
agalust the face of the Jetty, resulting 1n the loud erash of
snapplng Jetty timbers.
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When the ship was about to berth, the passepgers would all
crowd to the railings on the top deck to watch the berthing of the
veszel, probably noping for some excitement. [he master up on
the bridge would be shouting commands to bis crew and alss the line
gang down on the Jetty below. At the same time be would be aware of
his captive audience om the deck Just below him Once the first
line was secured and the springs winched iunto positiom, the captatn
would pracesd to direct the moorimg gang as to where he wanteq the
next mooring.

During the course of maintenance of the jetties in  the north
[ would often have to send materlal from ame port to the other.This
material would be placed at the berth and loaded on to the ship
with the ship's gear and offloaded at the next port. Une of the
ttems which was nrften llited were the heavy cast iron bollards usedw.
for mooring the vessel alongside the berth. Ihe bollards were fized =
by long countersunk bolts passing ihrough the base of the bollard
and bolied to the heavy jetty timbers. On this particular cercaslan
I had arranged for a spare bollard held 1n stock at Derby to be
shipped to Wyndban on the Kangarno to provide an additional mooring
on the ¥yndham jetty. The loose bollard had been pilaced on the deck
of the Jetty mear the Jetty face in such a position su it cauld bae

lifted wp with ship's gear on to the vessel.

The line gang on the jetty Xnew that this was to be loaded on .

before the ship departed. In due course the MY Xangaroo arrived. at
the Derby fetty with all its passengers lining the top dack to -
watch yet another perthing. Thae ship was secured aft and Captaln
Harold Evaps high up on the brldge started directing the line gang
down below. Everytime the mooring gang started to atfach the line

to & bollard, Harold would call out, * Mo. Not that one. That ane,”

pointing to the Vyndbam bound bollard sitting on the deck. The gang
called back that 1t was not fixed to the jetty, Haroid did not hear
them but kept'insisting that the line be placed as he directed. So
they did. The result was that the heavy cast iron bollard 4id a
short dance along the Jetiy as the full weight of the Kangaroo
bheaved on the line. That time the captalu said a few words, which
were not mormally the type he used at his dinper table.

Bis passengers who had bean watching tze proceedings from the

top deck with Some enjoyment were quite impressed.
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4n aerial visw of the resideatial sectipa cf Broome take:n
la 1860. The conglomerate of butldings on the left centra
is the Hroome Gaol. Note the wall at the back. The Broome
Court Heuse is the large bullding oo tae right aod the

Continental Eotel is the colleciion of bulidings oot far

Ivatte and Gregory takeu oo Fort Hedlapd Jetty, in January

1964 whilst o3 our way from Derby to Perth on the State
Sntpping vessel. KV Kangargo.
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The State Shipuilag Service .yessel MY Kangaroo at the old +.aper
jetty at Derby iz 1961, The Xangarcc was 4, 129 Zross toas aznd

carried 94 passecgers and cargo and was tha largest ot <hs

seven shlps that State Stizplog Service operated at tie f.za.
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‘4 Barber Green diich digger im cperation at
Ordnance Depot {n 1957.

Hungarin Army

The laying of four inch diameter
cast iron pipes was beiug carried out by the Marredin
District organization faor the Department of the

Army.

Twelve fnch diameter fibrolite pipes belng laid for the new
Broome water supply along side of the Broome Derby road (n
1960. Prior to 1960, the town of Broome deperded on hot and
smelly artasian water for its water sepply. [n 1960 good
urderground water was found at quite shallow depthe of 100
to 150 feet below the surface about eight mtles from Erocpe
Just off the Broome to Derby road.
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Laadlng Cattle

Two of the main exports owver the Derby Jetty were eampiy
coetainers and cattle. The ampty containers as listed in the ships
manlfest were empty beer kegs. Live catile were driven gverland
along the West Kimberley stock routes or else brought by road train
to Hayalls bore apd catile yards, a few miles out of Derby and then
driven around the tidal flats to the mile long cattle race leading
to the Jetiy. At the Jetty the cattle were held in stock yards and
then driven dewn a singls beast race ‘along the neck of the jetty
via a hinged wnlkway cuto the ship, The walkway which wes hinged at
the jetty epd rested on the deck of the ship and went up and down
with the tida. '~ -

During the building of the pew jetty at Derby, which was

?"“ﬁ? the the port’ uperatur and the jetiy bulTder: t Ope of thd
T B

prublems was ‘the handling at cattle in temparary Tacas and thruugh

1nted§ Fuef tank &st which t}m “eattie’ on’ their way’ ‘market’ ‘down
Peahth NouLd tend * ‘€4 BaTR T There wa"’”"‘sguggestmn “thay perhéps"it
sholi?:f*%e pa.inted. aa%ufter colour.' “so the “cattle’ would 20t " be

startied hy i, Hnwaver, ‘one 'Of the loeal businessmen, paasibly of
Irlish deacent cansfﬁered that there would be o need to paint the-
tank, because he sagH that, in time the cattle wauld get “usdd tao 1&.

s . . )

The Eiﬁdué" “during the Vet

Duffﬂg'the "wet" ceason, now generously referred to as the
"green" season, mnst people would try and go soutk for a part af
the time 1t at all possible. Sume flew out but many chose to g0 by
ship. Life ‘on board the X toats was in some ‘ways, the best part ‘af
the break ‘from Derby. 411 of the passsagers would have known each
other and ship board life was a very friendly social affair. There
were no swimmitg pools on the ship but this was compensated by a
visit nearly avery day to a port where one could at least get wat.
Children made a very large part of the passenger list and everybody
kept an eya-un them,
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located adjncent tn the old one, the port operatlcn bad to continue .
inlﬁta middle ‘of A cnnstrnctlon area " Ihis requirea ¢lose 1imison E

B

fﬁe ‘ace 'was a large silver .




4 Baroer Green ditch digger ta operation at HNungarin Aray
Ordnance Sepet in 1957, The laying af four iach diameter
T35t iToL  plpas  was being carried out by the Merredin

+i3irl=t organizatiga for tha Department af the Army

Twalve inch diameter fibrolite pipes being lald for the zew
Brecome water supply along side of the Broome Derby road in
1869, Prioc to 1980, the town of Broome depended an hat and
smaliy artestan water for Lts water supply. Ion 1960 good
ndergroupd water was found at quite shallow depths of 100
Lo 130 feet below tie surface about aight miles frum Brooma

Just arf the Brocze to Derby toad.
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ship.  Life on board the ¥ boats was in some ways, the bast park

ihe break from Derby. Aill of the pas=angers would have kacwo

ather and ship board life was a very friendly soclal affair.

were Ao swlamiag poels co the ship but  thiz was compenzatad

visit mearly every day te a gort whers ope could a2t leass

Chlldren made a very large part of the passenger list and sverybod:

fept an eye on them,
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foung boys balancing on the rail on the lower afit deck was
not encouraged. | repember one aof the ladles from Darby, who was
travelling with her <five wery youny children made a point of
coatinually counting them while at the same time tryisg to join in
shipboard activities. However, Svate Shipping Service used to boast
that they had pever lost a child overboard.

dpart from the normal deck games as deck golf and gquoits, the
crew us=d o show piclures on the aft deck on most nights, There
was also the attraction of the bar or just sitting in a Koolama
chair on the top dack, sipping an icy cold drink and watching the
rest of the world go by.

MacRobertaon Miller Alrlines (MMAD

o the;1960$ HacRubertsnn Kilier airlines ran alr services tu

: nearly every part of the State. : Th&ir b. C 3s coverad the southern

part of the State between Leunora, Kalgourlie. ﬂnrseman. Esperance
and Perth. ..; In the morth they cavered all the northern ports fron
Perth ta Dafwin and as far east as Grnote Eylandt It alsu inclnded
the inland towns of Heekatharra, Gasgayne-Junctiun. ?lttenunm Gdﬁ;a
and !arble Bar in the Hurchisun andé Pilbara region and Talgarno.
Fitzroy Crossing. Halls Creek, Wave Hill statian and Victnria Rivar
Downs statinn in the Kimberley and the Hnrther Territnry

In 1959/60 JMA put  thelr first. turba prap aircraft :the Fz?
"8wan” oo the Perth to Darwin run, which almost halvad the flying
time betﬁeen Perth and Darwin. - With the D.C.35 it was sometimes
necessaf§ for the trip from Per;h io  beyond Port Hedland to take
two days, with an overnight stop at Port Hedland for the ¢rew and
paSSeLgers.

Derby was also used as am overnight stop for MMA fllght staff
who had to either take a plane back to Parth or else on to ,Darwig,
It was also tke centre for the D.C.3 station run and _the_;ir bééf
scheme frop Mount House and Glenroy stations, Thera was a large NNA

bostal at Derby. Over the years I got to know some of the flight
_orew quite wall, particularly as 1 travelled extensively by air

Tto plﬂces betwaeu Cnrnarvun and Fyudhnnb
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- surfaced one breaking up due to washouts. Strips nften want n t for_h

The First Flight South

Beforz beiang transierred te Derby from Merredin in mid 1960
I had received approval from the department to take my anmual leave
at the end of ithat year. My new boss was not particularly keea for
m2 to take leave at that time and asked me to defer it, which [ was
not prepared to do. In the end we reached a compromise. He would
allow me to take three weeks but [ had to fly down and back, There
was not golng to be the luzury of a sea voyage thls year.

In due course the time fur our departure scuth grew clese. Ve |
bad ocur cases packed, together with all the paraphernalia needed .
for a two year old and a four year old. The day we were about tn
leave, Derby had & inches of raln the previous day and the strip .
at the airport went out. The term “weant out" was technlcal way af -
saylag that planas could not land. Sometimes it cauld be dua tu-J
bheavy rainfall and poor drailnage, leaving large Eheetszoi uater ungﬁ
parts of the strip, which would cause the aircraft to either plane
or else be pulled severely sideways on touch dawn. The, uther cause
could - be due +to an unsurfaced strip becoming uater lnggad oroa

some or all of these reasuns, but generally it un]y Ins ed fnr a.
few dayz. Ve wares nuﬁ concerned. Ve would prubably leave the next
day. ¥Wa wouldn't even have to unpack the cases.

The next day we were advised that the strip was still out aé‘:
more rain during the night had caused more damage. And, so wé.f
waltad. Ench day brought the sams story. in tha end we resignéi“:
ourselves +to stayieg in Derby, unpacked uvur casss and carried oa G:
as normal. Ve both couldn’t bhelp thinking thaxm, how iscleted Derby
was from the rest of the State. We were cut off by road by the I

Fitzroy River to the south. Ve were cut off by sea wntil the next
south bound ship called intoc Derby, which was due sometime pext
week and we were cut off by air until the rain stoppad..' o

After six days we recelved word from MEA that they hoped tnat’
the P27 flight south would be leaving the next day. ~ We repacked
our cages, gathered togetker all the apcillary items and prepared :
curselves to Ily south the next day. Hext day, the dlstrict officer
Reg Crossley drove us out to the Derby airport and shortly later we
boarded the Friendship Swan for cur first holiday south.
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Alrport Parties

Over the following years I got to krow the alrport very well,

Lot anly as 2 passengar Passing through the airport terminal but

alsg as
a guest at a few imprompty air "port’parties.  The airport

was located just off the Derby tn Fitzroy Crossing road
uiles from Derby,

had ceiling fans.

apgut five
The airport launge was camfortably furnished apd

It was also set in 4 grassad area, shaded by
trees and bad somawhat of an oasls feel about 1t.

Officers from DCA
and M4 would cometimes have a barbecue qut at the airport and some
of the townspeople would be invited. Une of the main provisos was .
that the place hgd ta be kept clean and tidied up after such a shuﬁ
and the other was that all revelry had to cease by four o'clock iﬁ?;

the moraing. That was the time the P27 flight was due from Perth, |

Coffee and Sex : : s S tehd

. §§gg?+q;e_pf_theIy@l;;knuwn;;

. Q ened on ope flight of the Fe?.as, i
1t was making 1te descent into Derby. It was e G
the ch Pllot  to give a brief run down e
flight, the time
arrival,

Une story I always likgd was told
jounger co pilots of MMA, it happ

It ?éﬁunqrmal practice .t

&

the remainder of jthe
of arrival at the next airport and the weath "

ar- onjgy
On this eccasion, the young co pllot,

for some reasom or
was feeling a bit faded snd was not a bit enthusiastic a
the informaticn he was imparting tg ﬁls pussengérs. .
finished his in fiight acncuncemsnt,
said,

other Ahﬂutﬁﬁ
ifter he had.
the captain turned to him andéx
"Tou could_have at least sounded a bit mare cnnvl - at

incing, . ¥hat ..
is wrong with youe» : .

1o which the cg Pilot replied, " Oh 4t is .
nothing that a good cup of coffee and 2 woman wouldn't fix,®

Unforturately the co Pilot had forgotten to +turn uff:thé-éé

. PPy Bt

sabin intercom when he bad finished bis amnouncement,

%0 hls re‘mrk_-_;yw.
cams over loud and clear to all the )

passengers‘

Une of the hostesses at the rear of the airecraft, feariﬁé g2

te details ..

that +the cabin
intercom had not been switched off. On the way down the aisle

that the conversation might continue with further intima
hurriedly rushed dewn the aisle te warn the pilot
sha

was suddenly stopped by one of the male passengers, with the brief

question. "Fh Miss, haven't you forgotten the coffee?r

148

. followed by a swinming bargival_at the Derby Swimming é%

Derby Boab Festival

From the Z7th September +to the 2rd October 1990 the first
Boab Femtival was Reld at Derby, There has beean gne beld every year
since, The 1nauvgural president was Frank Harding, who was then
the principal of the Derby Junlor High School. The secretary wWas
Harvey Tilbrook, . the officer in charge of the Hative Velfars
Depariment at Lerby and the treasurer was Pat Conway.

The festival was opened by a parads of flpats along Claraadon,
Jobhuston apd Loch Streets at seven o'clock on the Tuasday evening,
which was followad by the offisial opening and a Mardi-Gras in
Stanley square at eight o'clock. Un Wednesday, there was a campfire
for brownies, girl guides, scouts and cubs and caleuttas held at
the Club Hotel. ' e

On the Thursday , the first part of the round waéy

race maeting cunducted:by the West Kimberley Raclng Clubj
e . . : : : 'bﬁ;

1d with a -
't 1.30pm,

Tpe-Rndeo ard Bushmar's carnival was held on Frida’

:§taﬁiay_sqﬁaf$:'
Darby Cup, whighiWas held on

: omLs " : s L T - T
Saturday afternoon and ia_-Grand Presentation Race Ball, bheld in

the Vest Kimberley road board ball on the Saturday night.

On Sunday morning the Derby Bicycle club ran races iﬁ-Stanley
square and there was also an inter-town cricket match held in the
Square. A barbecus, firswurks display and a corroboree was held in
Stanley square that might. )

The waek long festival concluded on the Monday afterncon with
an athietlc carnfval followed that night by tke Spastic Queen Ball
and the presentatism and crbwning of ibe Queen for the Forth.

The fuliuwing-year, 1961, I Jolned the commlttee. That year
the office bearers ware Frank Harding as preslident, Harvey Tilbrook
as secretary, Pat Conway as treasurer. The other members of the
copmittes were Wilf Climch, a teacher from the High School; Arthur
Hichnils, the liceusee of the Club Hotel: hlhert Tognollini, the
district engimeer, Main Roads Department; Ken ¥ood, the bramnch
mapager for Elders GN at Lerby and myself.
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Top ~ Elsa with Gregory (in pushber) and Yvetts at

the Rodag, Derby Boab Festlval, on 30th Sept. 1960,
Centre - MacRobertsom Miller Airlips RMA Swan, the :
first turbo prop alrcraft om the Darwin rum, 1960, bi
Lower - The Piper Cub (Pacer) charter plame operated

by Dick Fouberton at Glenroy statiom, September 1%60.

Fitzray Crossing

The small settlement ef Fitzroy Crossing was on the Derby to
Wyndham FRoad about 160 miles east of Derby. Apart from a short
sealed section of road into Derby,it, like most of the roads in the
Kimberley and the Forth Yest was either gravel, rock, sand or just
plain dirt. In some cases, It was properly formed whilst in other
cases conslsted of twu.wheal ruts. The Fltzroy road was gne of the
better roads in the Kimbarley area.

The zettiement itsalf., which was located along the western
bank of the Fitzrgy River consisted of the hotel, the post nifice,
the police gtation and the hospital, the latter belng run by the
Australian Inland Kission. The crossing itself was at the northern
end of the town.. Access to the crossing was down a very steep river
bank and egress frum the crossing up 2 similar steep ‘bank on the
other side. For four menths of the year, when the FLtzruy River was
in flood , the crnssing was impassable and Fltzroy Grnﬁsing , like
Derby[ u;g cut off by road bath to the nortk and the

uLh.

"Ny first visit o the | Crussiug was 1o 1060, when [ stayed
overnight at the_F@;;royJers&lng Hotel. At that time the hotel
consisted of & pumber -of old timber and iron buildings, flanked by

2 very old dilapldated weatler worn timber veranda, Work had then

commenced oo the btuilding of a new accommodation "wWing", together
with an open air bar, both of which still exlst today as a part of
the Fitzroy Crossiog Ino. ; The open air bar comprisad of a lérge
commercial type ferm building, set up on 2 concrete floor, a 1ittle
above top known Fitzroy river flood level. The bullding wes rocfsd
with corrugated iron. There were no walls. There were two counters
located Lo the middle ¢f the building, one to serve the.public bar
and the pther to serve the lounge.

The Rotel, which was part owned by Dick Falloo was being run
by Rusty and Joan Birch, who later moved to Derby and opened ome of
the first super markets in the town. ¥y intreduction to Fitzray
Crossing and indeed the Kimberley was quite memorable. My chief,
Keith Steere and | were having a few drianks at the partly finished
open air public bar, when we were joinad by two ringers from doe of
the pear by stations,
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Top - Elsa with Gregory ({(io pusber? and Yvette at
the Rodec, Derby Boab Festival, on 30th Sept. 19640,
Centre - MacRobertsom Hiller Airline RMA Swan, <he
firet turba prop alreraft on the Darwia rum, 1964.
Lower - The Piper Cub (Pacer) charter plame operated

by Dick Roberton at Glenroy statlon, September 1960

the poliza

sustraiian
apd of tae “pows

bang and =grass

i flood , tae
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Derby, waz cu

Fitzeoy Crossing Hotel

Ay first vislt tc the Crossis

Z was iz iw3G, whea [ stayed

avernight at ihs Fizzroy Irossim

AT %12t time nae  hotal

consisted of 2 gumber of cid timser asd iroe buildizgs, Tiapked

o

T
& very cld dilapidatad weatler wora tizber versada, ¥ori had then
commenced on ti2e bulleéing 9f & asw acsoamedation wiagh, togzther

with an open air bar, both of wiich =till sxist of

the Fitzroy Crossiag laa. The cpen air bar compriszad of 3 large
commercial type farm buildizg, et up on a coucrete floor, a little

above Lop kaown Fitzroy river flood levs:,

v

22 fuilalay was roofed
with corrogated iron. There were no wails. There wers iwo counters
located is the middle of the building, ane to serve e wublic ber
and the pther {0 serve the lounge,

The hotel, whichk waz part owned by Dizk Falloa was being rua
by Rusty and Juas Birch, whe iater moved ta 2erby and opened ane of
the first supar marsets iz the town. #y Introduztloon to Fitzroy
vrussing and indeed the Kimberley was quite memrrable, ¥y chief,
Keith Steere and { wera having a few drinks at ths partly finished
cpen air public bar, when we wera joiaed by two Tingers from owe of

the near by statioag,
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Lord Angus of Montagu

The two ringers asked 1f we would mind 1f they joined us.
One of them spoke impaccable Hnglish. They were both dressed in
dark trousers, heavy hobnailed boots and gresn cheguered open neck
shirte. They each carried a rolled up swag whlch they had propped
up against the bar. The older of the two introduced himself as Bill
and lntroduced us to his partner, whose name 1 dida't guite catch.
He said that they were now working at Christmes Creek station and
ware carrying cut repairs to boundary fences. The younger one, who
spoke the impeccable English said that he had been out at Christmas
Creek for two »sonths and hadn't had @  break since he arrived in
Avstralla. He sald he came from Englacd and this was bis first
visgit down under. The coaversation was then quite gemeral. They
wanted to kuow whnt wa were doing at Fitzroy Crossing. They felf
that no one wuuld aver come ‘here oo holidays.
o At snme break in the cunversation Keith Stesra got me on the
stde and asked me if 1 had caught che yuung chap's name. He said
that it snunded like Lnrd &ngﬁs, doubted if that could be
right But Keith was right It ‘was d kngus.

He was a wmost

nASSumi ng yuung TR, who explained uhy ha had been sent out here.

He sald that - his father, who was a Duke, was friendly with Lard
?estey. who bad large interests in cattle staticns in the Kinberley
area of Yestarn Australia and also the Narthern Territory. He said
that "hzs father had declded tbat a taste of cutback life could do
. both ‘of them £0De good. He also gave us a short discourse on the
) peerage and the variocus titles and where dukes, lords, marquessss,
'Bariﬁ and viscounts fitted in. He alsc volunteered information on
the Enyal fanily and how ke had teken Princess Margaret out a few
times, We listened to his storles with some misgivings, pnssibly
doubting some of them, but not letiing ou.
That night Eeith and I retired to our very basic hotel room,
‘Bill and Angus uvorolled their swag and slept soundly on the veranda
outside 1t. Ve never saw Lard Angus of Nontagu after that night,
although im later years bhis explolts i1in America certainly hit the
headlines,
1 made several +trips to the Crossing during the five years
I wes in Derby and I never mat any other lords at Fitzroy Crossing,

or for that matter, anywhere else in my travels.
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Sharing a room at Fitzroy Crossing

One weekend, a year or su later, Elsa and I, with our two
children, spent a weakend at Filtzroy Crossing, with the intention
of visiting Geike Gorge. On this trip we were accompanled by Jim
and ¥ardl Quinn and their threa children. Jim was the principal
at Derby junior bigh school. Ve drove out {0 the Crossiog in two
vehicles and duly bookad into the hotel. We were then shows %o our
rooms. Thers was one room with four single beds, which was for the
four adults and a second raom with slightly inferior furnishings

far the five children. Vien we expressed our coucern about bhaving

two couples ln the oue room, the young girl, who had sigoned us in__”

locked at us Ip amazement and said. " What 1s wrong witik the fuur
of yuus_aj:w.rina the one room. Yaus nar"ried. alnt you?

The School io a Cave

One ni uy jobs, early in my appnintment was the inspection of i

school butldings in the Kimberley araa This was later taken nver'

by an officer of the ' Architectural--_ division of the Public works‘_

Department. - Ome of the wmost ;ntereating schools was the State’

school on Go Go statiom, a2 few miles out of Fitzroy Crossiug on

the Halls Creek road. The headﬁhstér. Roy Corker, had a departmantal

housa provided at the station.: ' The'unﬁsual thing about the Go Go

schaol was that the whale two classrabms were inm a cave in the'sidg'u:

of a bill, only a few yards irnm tﬁe.station homestead. The.cﬁvé"

was 11t by some ratural light and had besn made attractive with:
wall hanglugs, coloured charts and curtains.
quite cool, &ven cn the hottest days.

The school room was

IP wersus JP

Law and prder at the crossiag were maintained by the officer
in charge of the Fitzroy Crossing police station. The officer would
alsc act as the Clerk of Courts. Court was held at the police
station and when possible was presided uver by the Broome resident

magistrate ,who would fly into the Crossing now and them, dependiag

on the number of cases requiring his attention. Some cases had to

be handled by local justices and for this purposes Dick Fallon, the
hotel publican and Yic Jones, the manager of Go Go station had been
appointed as JPs.
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Ome night, as the story goes, Vic and Dick got intc one hell
of an argument at the Fitzray Crossing hotel, resulting in a fight
ic the lounge of the hotel. They bad both had a few drinks and the
local cop thought it would be better 1f he arrested both of them
and pul them in separate cells at the lockup for the night. His
loteation was o lst them cool down and then release them the next
moraing, with wo further harm done.

Unfortunately, when he released them the next morning, ons of
the pair insisted that the other one should be charged for creatiag
a disturbance, the night before. Fearlag that the argument would be
re flamed, the palice officer suggested that they should both be
charged and let the court declde who was the gullty party. Thay
koth agreed to this. Howaever, there was a problem.
who could hear the casa were the town's oaly JPs  Dick Fallon and
Vic Jomes

The ouly ares

. After some discussion 1% was agreed tat they would try

fach OthEI‘ P. cgin Was ‘tﬂEsEd to see who went into the stand first..._...

Dick Fallnn lust the toss and he bad to face Vic Jones in the court

who admﬂniahed him for his diagraceful bahavior ia the hotel the"

previous night He' was charged with nifens:'e behaviour and flned
twenty puunds ’ a
He Was then asked to stap down by the pnlice officer, whc was

nowv acting a5 the clerk of courts and his 'place was than tnkeu by

-

¥ic Jonmes. It was now Dick Fallen's turn to sit on the bepnch. Diek

then addressed the accuaed in the ioliowlng manner. * Tour conduct

last night Was appalling You are charged with disgraceful and also’

nffenslve behaviaur

1 wlll not tolerate these dlsturbance in qur

towa.  Vbat is’ more, this is the second case of discrderly conduet,

wiich has been brought to this court today,

an exauple of you. | fine you one hundred ppunds.”
¥hen the Cook 1s in Demand

The set up with thé police statloms in the porth was that the
officer in charge of the statiom receaived a meal allowance for each
prisoner in the local luckup.
did the cbuktng. In other cases, one of the prisoners would be
allocatad to that duty.

In some cases the officer's wife

How and then, the local hotel would engage
a very good cook fronm the south. And sometimes, that very good cook
would break the peace and end up inside, with the result that the

police establishment gailned an above avarage cook.
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ard 1 propose to make

¥hen the tize came Yo release fthe prisoner, the lock up would
lose their cook and he would return to the hotel. In the meantime,
the local police officer would keep an eye on the hotel cogk, just
iﬁ case he stepped out of line, I koow that some of the hotels
uged to complain bitterly about the difficulty they had in holding

cooks.
The Negrl Races

Oz one trip betwsen Fitzroy Crossing and Halls Creek | came
across a truck, which was parked on the side of the road and which
appeared to have broken down. It was about elght o'clock 1n the
morning and [ thought [ should Stop to see if they wanted any belp,
| always carried a Traegar radio transmitter in my vehicle, in case
of an emergency. It could not be operated while travelling and age
had to stop the vehicle and erasct am aerial bafore transmitting. It
was, hDowever sope caonsolation,
isclated. 1 also felt that if | came across someone who had broken

down or needed medical attention,

knowing that ! was mot campletely

I cauld at least render some
assistance by having this vital radio contact.

.-l pulled in at the rear of the truck and was greeted by two
blokéé;léhﬁ'kére completely stoned. They badn’t broken down. They
Apparently they had been sant down to
the Crossing ﬁhe previous day to 'pick up the bear for the Negri
races, which wera being run today . Having all that grog on board
was tog much of a temptation, So they decided to pull wmp the
previous night and hava a few drinks.

were just haviug breakfast,

OUne of them confided in me
that +they bad besn drinking all night and  that they had been
relisving themselvas against the rear offside wheel of the truck,
with the result that the ground bad got very wet around the wheel.
He then said that whan tley went to leave earller that moraing they
ended up geiting boggsd.
I was then

breakfast with them.

asked 13 I would like to stay and have some
I had to decline.
eight in the morning was never my cup of tea.

Varm beer al hali past

I duly ledt them and proceeded on to Halls Creek. ADout one
hundred miles down the road | was flagged down by another veblcle
asking me if I had passed a red Bedford five tun truck further down
the track. This was the search party, who had been seat gut by the

race cpmmittes.




Kimberley Roads

411 of my driving arcusnd the Ripberley region was doone in &
conventional drive wvehlcle.  There were times when a four wheel
drive vehlicle would have been quite bandy. At the sams time a four
wheel drive might have got m& inko more trouble then 1t would be
worth. [ remember seeing a D& Caterpillar dozer bogged down io the
top of 1ts engime cover 1lu black soll country near Camballim. it
took several weeks to dig it out, using two other tractors and a
dewatering pump.

Driving bazards waere many and varled. In the dry season from
April through to Fovember, there were dry sandy and rocky bed
creek crossings, stony Jump ups and pot holes filled with fine soft -~
red sand , the same colour as tha road surface. There was also the

fine powdered dust, which seesmed to hang in the air for ever, :oneaa
Hative stuckmen at Geiks Gorgs, oo the Fitzroy the road there were always cattle either on the hoof or else being
conveyed by road traio, the lakter stirring up the dust for miles.

One of the first veh#cias 1 drove in the EKimberley was a Ford
Zepﬁyr stafinn wagon. | was given a station wagon in order that [+
could convey any visiting dignitaries in some style and pe;hﬁpﬁ' T
sume-cnmfobilwhile they were ln Derby. The vehicle did not run to

River a few milas out of Fitzraoy Crossiag

airconditioning. This was an extra, which was oaly graanted to more -
senlar employeas who drove around in Perth, This station wagon was -
notorious far letting in dust. Thers were even double ssals om tha:.. -
rear door, which would not Eeep the dust out. I complained ta Perth ..
office. ! cbnpléined to the agents., The only reply [ got was that ...
I would just have to accept 1t. There was no way of sSsaling the .-
vehicle to sliminate the dust problem. Then one particularly hot
and dusty day I bad a3 visit from Charles Court, who was then the
MXinister for ladustrial Develapment and the HNorth West, and who ...
wished to go out ta Camballin to inspect the irrigation prolsct. By . -
the time wa had driven out to Camb&llin and back to Derby, we were

both covered in fine red suffocating dust, courtesy af the Zephyr.

A week later [ recelved advice from Perih, thal arrangements
were baing made to ship a new Holden station wagon to Derby on the
first avatiable ship.

The Schocl Lo & Cave at GoRo Statica, a few miles In the wet season. road traffic practically ceased, due not. .

out of Fltzroy Crossing on the Halls Creek road only to road surfaces. many miles of which wera untreated, but alsoc ._

due to the constant flanding of ereek and river crossings.
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pump.

Sriviag bhazards werz maay and wvartisd,  ia tle Jdry seeson oo

azril ocarcugh o Hovembsr.,  there wore dry  saady and cocsy oed

rasd trs, shony jump ups aod pot Boles fhlled wi
rad sand , the same coisur as tie road surface. lheres was also tie
fime powdsred dust, whicl seemed 19 hang in the air for aver. OGo
Yative stockmen at Gelxe Garge, on the Fitzroy T “a@ road thera ware always caitie aither on the hooi or

River a few miles cult of Fltzroy Crosslog

& D¥ road train, thae latier stirriog up the dust ior m.les.
Coe of the first vekicles [ doove in the Himberley was a rford
S2DAYT 3TALion wagon. [ was given a =tatico wagoo i1 arder wzat i

Zouad convey g

¥ wisiting dignitaries in same styls anc geraagps
some comicrt while they were in Derby. Tae venicle did nst rua to
alrzenditioniang.  This was an extra, which was ounly granted to zera
sanlor applayeas who drove arcund in Perthr.  This station wagon was
notoricus far letiing irn dust. There wers sven double seals on tha

rear door, which would zct keep the dust cut. [ complaioed ta ferza

ice. | complained te nhe agents. The ooly reply 1 Zot was caat
wauld Juwst have o accepht 1%. There was no way of Seaiing The
wehicla to slimlnate the aust sraoblea. Then ame particular:y but

and dusty day I 2ad a visit from Charles Court, who was then tae
Atnister for Industrial Development aond the Heorth West, aud wha
#ighed to go out 12 Gamballia to iaspsct the irrigation project. By
the time we had driven out to Campallin aad back to Derby, wWe wers

acth covered Ln fine red suffccating dust, cpurtesy of the Zeplyr.

h wask later  received advice from Perth, that arra Wr0TS

ware peing mads ta skip a new Holden station wagon te Derby on the

flrat available ship
The Schopi lo o Cave at Gog0 Station, a few miles ’ " i3 the wet season, road traific pracrtically ceased, du= 2ot
cut of Fitzroy Crossiag oo the Hails Creek road ; anly to road surfaces. =many miles of which were umbreatad, but alzo

dea ta the constaat flooding af creex and river crasslugs.
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Hany sections of road were witer impassable, for a short time
after the wet, as the Majn Roads Department would have tg remove
sand and flood debris from mst of the creek and river crossings
and relnstate the rgads thraugh those crossings. One of the worst
areas where vehicles came to grief was ia the taking of short quts
across tha tidal flats around ¥yndhan and Derby. In the wet SEAS0L,
irrespective of the tide, 1t was not advisabla to evegmsst a whael
on the flats for obvious reasons. buring the dry seasum, tha flats
were quite passable in a conventicnal vehicle during neap tides. In
neap tides large areas on the shareward side of the tidat flats, or
mersh, would remsin guite dry for a week or 50, allowing short cuts
to be made with imounity, During spring tides, the marsh wauld be
complately inundated twice 8 day and the surface of the whole area
would be quite seft for several days.

Derby Leprousarium
One of {he "places often frequented by Derbyites was the
Leprovsarium which was located north of Berby on tha eastern shors

of King Sound. - The officer in charge, Keith Davies and his second
in command, Brian Ewing, together with their stafi would often
entertain  people from Lerby. The staff quarters were set amongét

swaeping lawss with stands of trangipauls, oleanders and poincianas,

Compared ia Derhy.-it Was an uasis. By & formed read 1t was about
fifteen milas from Derby. By taking a short cut acrpss the marsh it
Was about aight mi;eé. There were saeveral Teasonably marked whes)
tracks across Ehe'tidal flats, Even &0, many a vehicle got bogged
late at ‘night returning from one of Keith's’ and Brian's very
hogpitable partiés. | should sdd that many of the newcomers to
Derby used to eIpress SOme ConCern when belag invited out to the
Leprausarium, They weré always told that leprusy was not contagious
or if it was it tock about ane hundred years to develop,

Golf in Derby

The Derby golf course was “laid ot around the race course.
about & mile out of town, It bad sand greens and there WAS Do
demarcation betwesn the fairways and the rough. One of the local
Tules, which always impressed me, was that one ¥as permitted tg set
fire to the spinifer oa the fairway to look for a lost ball.
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4 sectfos of the main road in the East Kimberley setween

Halls Cresk and Wypdham. Takea in 1961

Tha road between Vyndham and Elug River Pump Station 1%91
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T2 Derby golf course was “laid out  around the race course.

420ut a miie gut of tawn, it bad sand gzresus and there WAS 10
demarcation  between the fairways and the rqugh. Une of the loca:

rules, which always lopressed me, was that Qne was permitted Lo set
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Halls Creek acd Wyndham. Taksn ia
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The road between Wyndham and fing River Pump Statierm 1351
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snthills alongside the Derby to Broome road in 1960,

4 126 feet length cattle road train on the lerby to

Broome road im 1960. The prasanca of these wvehicles

cauld always he detected miles away by tie clouds of
red dust which would be follaowing the train. It was
almost impossible to overtake tiea due to the poor
vlsibility and the uoksown road condlitioas abead.
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Decby Jetty

Under a muiti million pound Commonwealth  assisted port
development programme, Lew Jettiss and port facilities were to be
provided at ¥yndbam, Derby and Broome, the three major ports of tha
iimberley ragicn. The new Derby jetty was built on the southern
side of the existing timber jetty. The pew jetty comprised of a 753
feet long curved approach, 26 feet wide, leading to a 51§ feet lang
berth, lecated in approximately the same depth of water as that at
the old jetty. 4t the southern end ©f the berth a 18 fest wide
structure led back tp the share. This structure carried a roadway
for the in and out movemenis of fetty traffic aand a cattle race to
a loadiag ramp on the Jetty., Along the same alignment of the berth
and tu the south, there were two dolpbkins which allowed two cnastai
ships of up to 300 feet in length to be berthed at the same time.

Apart from the abutment plles all the tubular steel piles 1nt
the structure were pitched and driven uslag fluatlng plant. -The L
steel super structure was placed using Jib cranes worklng frumlthe_
partly completed Jetty dsck. Due to the tidal variations at the
jetty. it was only passible to manoeuvre the pile driving barge andl_

drive pilas whilst there was still flotatinn  The ﬂhnle area over
which the plles were to be driven dried uut cﬂmpletely at lnw tlde
and all floating plant sat om the dry sea bed until the next tide.
There were two tides a day, which ranged frum a top nf 36 feet down

to zero feet during Spring tides and from about 25 feet down to 10

feet or slightly less in Feap tides.
Pile Driving Signals

4s the piles had to be driven at varicus rakes and had to e
cut.uff at different levels 1t was necesséry to position all piles,
using k,y and z co-ocrdinatas, There werse two sufvey stations on
shore, which used bhoth triangulation and levelling to position the
plle. My {nitial foreman on the projesct was Baob Dixocn, who had cut

his teeth on pile driving and who I hed mset when [ first worked as.

a studeat engineer at Fremantle Harbour Works in 1944. Bob, who

bslonged to the old school did not have much time for these new.

fangled walkie talkles for the conveylng of messages betwean the

surveyor and the plle driving barge aod preferred to use bis triad
and tested signals.
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tec Broome road in 1960,

Anthnils alongsi

4 120 feet length cattie road train on the Derby to

Brocme rosd in 1980, The presance of thess vehicles
cguld always be detected miles away by the ¢louds of
red dust wkich would ba following the tralm. [t was
almost impossible to overtake them dwa %o the poor

visibility aad the ungzown roac condiflons  abkead.
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SdCXI TS Tae saora. fals sTrgcours cor-_2d

AGVeLRLLS 01 izitF Lialios

2 logadiag rsmp ca to2 Jetiy. Alang nae same A

aad Lo SIe suuti, thare wers Two SULJ3IRE WAIIdoa. o Iwed

fest in lebgth to Do Derzaed At Tas same L.Is.

ADArsc Irom the abutreal pliesd ai:

the zlructurs wara pitched and drivea usiig =

stesl super structurs was placed using Jib coanes  worging 2000 Tas

partliy ccmplataa Jetty desk. Due to the tidal variasions at tie

Jefty, it was ouly pessivle to macosuvrs tae plla opd
drive pilas whilst ¢

dere was stili flotatiga. Uhé Whole arza aver
whick the silas wers to be driven dried uut  compistaly as
amt ail flsating plant sat on the dry Sea bed uatii The asus
Thers werse wwo tides 2 day, wiich raaged from 2 ot of Jo Iaen 1own
%o zerc f2ai duriag Spricg tides aod irom azcus 25 f=zat dawn no L0

feev or sligatiy less in ¥eap tides,
Pllie Driving Signais

45 Tihe pilasz had to De drlven at various rasas and 2ad t3 &

18]

cut ofr at d:iifereat ieveis it was necessary to position ari piies,

ssing x,% awnd z co-ardimates. Thare were two survey statidns oo
saore, which used both trianguiation and levelliag to position tha
pile. My {aitizl foreman ot tde project was Bob Juxon., wag nad oud
his teeth on pile driviog and who [ had meet when [ first worzed as
A student saginser at Fremantle Harbour Worzs in L34:. Eoo, whao
belonged to the old school did aot have much time ior -iese aew
imagied walkie talkles for the conveying of RESTAZeS DELWesn Saa
surveyor and the plle driving barze and prefsrrsd to use ais tried
and tezted sigoals,
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The signals used by Bob were simple. if the barge had to go

ahaad to get on line, the surveyor would place both of his hands on
his head. If it bad to go astern, the surveyor would place hoth his
hand on @bils back side. He would indicate port and starboard
movements by simply giving a definite arm movement to the required
side, Lf be vigorously flapped his arms up and down it meant
"cancel that last message.” Bob , usually preferred to be on the
plie barge, where the action was teking place. 4t times he would
come ashore and stand by the surveyor and convay the instructlons
Bob also had other
gigrals, which he wouid convey by hand and finger gestures when it

back to the man in charge on the plle hargs.

appeared his lastructicns were being ignored. Due to the genaral
noise of construction plant in the area and the distance the plle
driviag barge was from the survey statioms, it was lmpossible fd:
commumicate by word of mouth. T
“Eaa along came radic. Bob was, at first reluctant to use the_
walkxie talkies we had scattered through the Jub Vhat converted hin :

in the end was that it gave bim the ahiiity tn vent his ieelings b
. wrt

word of mouth® instead of having ta Jump

glving variuus verslons of the " ¥ for victnry sign. He alsq fuund_A

that he could now convey his instructions more calourfully than'bys_

the use of hand signals. He had to be told several time that his
eonversation was probably being wmonitored and  perhaps he should

saal

tone his instructions down a little. Ha pever did.
The last Flle -

There were iwo ceremanles connected with the building of the
Derby jetty, One was the ocificlal opening ceremony in October 1985,
performed by the Minister for Works and the other was the driving.
of the last pile in which most of Derby participated.  The latter

ceremony was marked by everyons present placing their hat oo top

of the last pile, once it had been pitched in pesitlon and before
the monkey was dropped. The undersisnding was that, the hats could
be retriaved by their owners after the driving of the last plle had
been completed. It was also explaiped that there might be a problem
in separating the hats from each other afier belng pounded faor a
few minutes or more by the contimuous six fest dropping of & five
ton steam hammer. | also lust my best Akubra. ’
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The Matchbax Plle Driver

One of the polnts to watch in driving a large number of plles
is to ensure that the pile barge has access to avery plle position
and does not get hemwed in by piles already driven. The foreman 3ob
Dixon found that one of the best devices to use to wark oot the
order of pile driving was an ordinary matchbox. It so happened that
the matchbox was equal to the same size of the pile barge on the
pile layout drawlngs. DBefore setting up the equipment he would use
the matchbox ta work out his pile driving sequence and the pasitlon
of the pre placed moorings for the barge.

The Cattle Bace

.The cattle loading set up with the old fatty was that cattle
_were driven around the tidal flats. sauth of . the town, down a mile
v and a quarter causeway to holding . yards on reclaimed land near th!
_fnct nf the timber jelty. The °§“§e!ﬂY| which ;alﬁﬂ qarrled the
ra;? '1i§e iron the jetty to the .gnmdsyard. ashore praiided:théﬁ
: kS etty. Under the changed set up a separate

exiating'éaaéeﬁ$§ ) "cattle race ai 6 300 feet 1ength was to bé”
constructed over the tidal flats suuth of the roadway, tcgather
with cattle holding yards adjacent to the south neck of the Jetty.

The new yards and races were built of steel uprights with
timber rails. T he races werzs tapered in cross section, with the
narrow part helng at ground level. The idea was to prevest any
beasts from turaing arcund lo the race and stepplag the smooth run’
of the cattle Setween the holding yards and the ship.

As a safety precaution, the race was broken {n several places
“te allow anyone caugit ln the race to quickly escape froum a pending
“stampede“..The escape sectlons were known as man escapes and theiy
dimension on plan were to be determinmed by the widlh of the largest
person who would have occasion to be in the race. To obtaln this
information we had a pair of calipers made, which we used oo all
the lpcals, so that | could fix this measurement before proceediag
with the erection of the steel portal frames in the cattle race.

The winner was a well known business man, station owoner and
Road Board Chairman Bob Rowell.
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SMALL BOAT LANDING

Af Artisis impressics of :thé compieted lerby Jeicy. Tee causeway far
road and rail on the 1si: was @ pro.gogaticn of LIch Stres:. Acces

to the road was via Clarendon, 10w Lae LOWR'S Zail CONDRTST 2 -

Tha 274 feet length Dby 42
fagt width, 800 tom capaciz

goods sbed under Coustruction
on the Lerby jetty. Thers was
an apron of 41 fset width
from tas iroat of thz sied o
1he ship oml a 26 fesy widtd
depresssd raadday i the rar

5i bne Aooad Shid.

Trouble Ln the Jarby Camp

There were oiteo disturbances im the singlemens camp at Derby
due to a mixture of boredom, alocohol and heat. The camp, which was
located in Clarendon Street, was oaly a few chalns from the Club
Hotel, and comprised a number of 12 feet by 10 feet carrugated
iron huts which were clustered around a ceairal core of buildiags
conprising the workers® mess, kitchen, ameultles bullding and
aplution block.

One Sonday afternoon I had a visit from one of the coastables
from the police statlon opposite our house, advising that he had
recelvad an urgent phone call from one of the locals saying that a
man fu the public works camp bhad run amuck and was firiog rifle
shote dndisceriminately around the place, and as I was the afficialﬁﬂi
“pwner® of the camp he wanted me to accompany him down there té
help sort out the problem. | was not that imprassed by his request.
Bowever, I felt I had no cholce but follow kim to the camp, which
wag only a short distance from our house. Yhen wa arrived at the
camp, all was quiet and any of the people who had been lnside 1t
had retreated to the relatlve safety of Clarendon Street. 1 found
put from them that the rifle shooter was my iatrepid ldﬁﬁch'drivéf;v:”
who they sald had been raking the camp from tke doorway of his teat
with an automatlc .22 rifle. The constable, who I knew qulite well,
suggested, that as | knew the lauvnch driver, it would prabably be
better if I went to his hut and had a talk te him first.

1 was even less impressed. Apyway, [ decldsd that what had to
be done had to be done, so | left the constable standing outside in’
the street and made my way glogerly down the camp dividiag ience;
50 that 1 ended up at the back of the launch driver's hut. It felt
safer approacking his camp from this direction, bot in hindsight it
was possibly the wrong thing te do. &t that stage [ had not been
guided by Homlclde or Division Four. Before 1 lefit the “safety” of
the threes wire strand feace, { called out to the launch driver by"
name, saylng who | was and asked L1f [ could come and talk to him .

fe replied grudgingly, " Yes. OK come oo in". which I did. He
gesmsd quite c¢owposed and told ma how he had bhad a2 row with his
girl iriend and had been letting off steam by firing a few shots up
inta the air. From what I can remember of the incideni, [ can't
recall any charge being laid. [ do know that [ was very relieved,
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Loch Street, Derby, looking east. Oae of the two general
stores, Kimbarley Traders ie2 an the far right . The naxt
ouilding was Aylings store and milx bar. The aopern air
picture gardeas, hlddeu by the Boab traes are on the left.

Ibe Public Vorks Departmest Camp in Clarepndon Streat, Darby.
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Aboriginals and Alcakel

I had about fifteen or more full blood ratives working on the
construction of the Derby Jetty. The law then as related tg aleahml
was that only those natives, who had been granted drinking rights
were permittad to drink, It was an offense fur a pative, hot haviug
drinking rights to consume alcohal. It was alsa an ogffense for a
white person or a native with drinking rights tn Supply aleahol to
a native who did not have drinking rights. Ome of the tribal elders
in  the town was Faddy Moolumbum, who » though bis standiog in the
aboriginal commsnity, had been granted "rights". Paddy enjoyad a
driak or two, 4lz0, bhis most charitable bature, a feature quite
SommAn to the natives In the area, alsc got him constantly into
troybie. Be would often share a bottle with one of his mtes
who had nntlﬁeen granted the right to drink, with the result that
both Paddy and his mate would get caught and end up iaside, ’

I became very much aware of this law, whem it came tn the
holding of functions at the jetty cunstraction workshop prior to
the Christms break. 4s [ always put a keg on at the Christmas show,
I had to be.sure that the émpluyees who were enjoylng the free beer
alsc had beer granted the rights to drink that free beer.

I discussed this with the lpcal Sergeant, prior to having the
first such function. Mis words still riog in my ears. He zaid, not
very palitely, "Well bay, I am telling you this, It you get caught
supplying grog to anyone without drinking rights, you will go! "1
didn't like the sound of that so ! raplied, * OK then Kelth, how do
1 know the ones with rights and the ones without?”

He raplied, " You don"t know. Howaver, if ¥you ask me to your
Chrigtms show I will keep an eye on the ones who haven't g0t the
rights and that will takte the cpus oif you.” ind, this ts what |
had to do at all such fumctions. I am sure tha rest of the gang dig

" not appreciate baing constantly wvatched by the sergeant as they

downed their Christmas cheer. However, I do kpow that the sergeant
did enjoy himself at these breakups and no one without the drinking
rights was ever seen consuming alechol by him.
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nGod Street, Derby, Lookiag 2ast. One of the two zensral
siores, Kilmberley Traders s oo the far Tigat . Tis oext
building was Aylings stare aod milk bar. Tae ogar aur

plcture gardens, hildden by the Haas trees ars oa the ieft.

The Publlc Yorks Department camp in Clareodan Steeet, Derby.
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He rzplied, " You dan't kocw. duwever, if you ask me yp your
Christmas show [ will keep an eve on the anes  who hawven't FUt tha
rights and that will take the opus ofs Fou Aad, this is wiat
had to do at all suchk fonstions. § am =ére tle resy of the gang dia
13t appraclate seing wonstantiy watched 5y tie Sergeant as they
downad their Christmas chear. Howaver, | do inow that the sergeant
did enjoy himself at these oreakups and ao Joe without the drinkiag

rigats was ever zeen corsuming algobol by aim




Horth West Branch Organization

For six months or more, prior to oy traasfer to Derby there
had been ng aangineer of +the North West Branch of the Public Works
Dapartment statloned outside of Perth. There were, however a
number of distriet offlcers based at various centres from Carnarven
ta ¥yndham, who all reported directly ito engineers based in Perth
opffice. With my appolntment to Derby, 1t was intended that [ would
bead a field arganizatlon, where all field staff would normally
repor: to me. To implement this 1 wes eventually given an assistamnt
englneer and three district engineers. Tom Herzfeld was appointed
to Derby as my assistant esgineer. Tom, whogl considered was a very
efficient englneer later entered parliament and was the member far
Mundarimg im the Charles Court government.

The new field organization worked fairly well . Water supplies
wera uééiaded in all tihe Horth Vest and Kimberley towns and several
improvements wera carried cut to the -cargo handling and storage
facilitles at the ports of Vyndbam, Derby and Port Hedland. - 4

-4
R

District Englneers

David Pettersson, with whom [ had worked at Lake Grace le the .

sarly fifties was appointed to Derby as distriet englneer. He had

three district officers under him,  Alan Donovan at ¥yndhan, Reg'

Grossley at Derby and Nax Kerr at Broome. .

The district engineer appninted to Port Hedland was Erwin-

Schenk, who had migrated from Austria, sbortly after the war. He
wac a very soclable person and I felit that he deserved a ot of
credit for the pubic relations he developed with the varlous mining
companles being established in the Pllbara regioﬁ in the early 60s.
David Nelly was his district officer at Roebourne and Clarry
Castledine was his DD at Port Hedland. He was slso heavily iavolwved
with the davelopment of Vittenoom, which was then the largest town
north of Carnarvan.

Byron Cornish, an ex Harbours and Rivers bramch engluzer was
based at Carnarvon. Byron was the resident englneer on the widenlog
of the end of the Busselton Jetty in the early Sos, when | was at
Bunbury. Byron bad three district officers under him, Ray Odgaard
at Onslow, Eric Jones at Exmouth and Dennis Stocker at Carnarvon. '
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The First Engipeering Division Rearganization

[a 1962 a sSubstantial reorganization of the engineering
divislon of the departrment tock place. The prewious branch in which
I had worked, the Geldfields VWater Supply Branch lost its identity
of nearly sixty years and was absorbed by a new branch, the Gountry
Vater Supply Branch. The ¥orth West Branch, which I considered was
functioning quite well was the next to be dissclved, its activities
- belng trapsferred tc dther exlsting or newly formed speclalist type
branches. My chief, Keith Steere was transferred to the offlca of
the Director of Engineering as an Executivé Englueer, whilst his
very able assistant, Malcolm McCleery, Was transferred to the new
untry VYater Supply Branch as the Sanlor Engineer for the Hurth.§: 
The uther two Ferth -based englneers, Keith Abercromby and Kevin™
2 ] _"rred to the'uater _supply ‘and the ' fie1d 
Dave Petterssnn.' Briin SchenE and Bryan Carnish became .
igtrict engineers under tha Country Vater Supply Branch. “Tom -
. Herzield was “transferred ta the newly constituted Cousiructiom,
Hajor Eydraulic Undertakings Brnnch.
) Just -prior to these movements I bad been saconded to the
Barbours and Rivers Branch for the building of a new steel and
concrete jetty at Derby. For a very short time | was both Resideat
Enginear for the North Vest and Resident Englmeer for Derby Harbour
Vorks. Vhen the Horth Vest Branch was abolished | was transferred
io the Harbours and Rivers Brawch at Derby.

For the last two years [ was at Derby, I was mainly inveolved
v the construetion of the new Derby Jetty. Sumetime in August 1965
Eisa had a visit from a lady, who told her that her husbaud who was
an ofilcer in the Agricultural Bepartment had been advised that he
was shortly baing transferred to Derby. He bad alsa been told that
a government house would shortly become available on the corner of
Loch Sireet and Hewsman Street, as the prasent occupants were being
transferred to Perth.

Ihis is how we found out about our pending transfer,

On the 14tk Octaber 1965, the new Derby Jetty was offictally
opaned by the Kinister for Works and Water Supplies, the Hon Eoss
Hutchingon D,F.C., N.L.4.

On the 15th October 1963, safter haviag previously sold our
furniture and Elsa‘s much loved Austin & 30, Eilsa, Yeette, Gregory

and [ boarded the RMA "Swan" for Qur last trip south from Derby.
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An oeriol viaw of the port of Ierby with the town in %he background
taken ln 1965 during the final construction stage of the new Jatty.

Pile stumps remaining from the old timber fetty can he seen oz :the
leit side af the left hand abutment of the aew jetty. The reciazimed
land at this abutment " was for the provision of the goods yard and
cattle heolding yards. The causeway across the tidal flats oa the
left was to carry the road and other services, whllet the causeway
on the right Was to take ecattle. Early in 1965, the Stase Shipolag
vessel Koojarra callided with the ald jetty putting 1t out of
compission. Rather than carrylag out repairs to the ald fetty {t
was decided to prematurely caommission the new partly completed
Jetty. For several months the loading and uoleoading of cargoc was
taking place in what was still virtually a comstruction site. Tha
first ship to effisclally use the new jetty after it was opened was
the Blue Funnel Line KV Centaur. The <completion of the jeity also
colaclded with the completian of my fwenty years Lo the field,
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TWENTY YEARS 1¥ THE FIELD

Avercroomby Eeith
Abchee Ron
Albany

Allen Street
Allison Tom
Andrew Bill
Angus, Lord
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an asrial visw 2r 342 port of Darby with the town i1 tha backzround

taksn in 198% during the final construction stage of the pew fegty

Pile stumps remaining from the old tizber jetty can be seen on the
laeft =ide of the left haad abuiment of %he new jetty. The reclafzed
land at this abuiment was for the Jrovision of <he goods yard and
cattle holding yards. The caunseway across the tidal flats cn the
left was to carry the road and pther services, whilst the causeway
on the right was to take cattle. Early iz 1965, the State Shipplng
vasgel Koojarra collided with the cldéd Jetty putting it out of
commission.  Ratier thas carrylng out repairs to the oid jatuy it
was declded to prewaturely commlssion <he new partly compistec
jetty. for sevaral months the loading and unloading of cargo was
taking place iu what was still virtually a constructiaon site. Taa
first ship to officially use the mew Jetty after it was opened was
the Blue Funnel Line MV Centaur. The completion af the jeity also

colncided with the completion of my twenty years 1a the fiald.
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GLOBSARY
Shown in page order

Drainage Appeal - page 33 -
tne of the charges raised against lsnd holders related +to the
cost af providing a dralnage outlet from thelr farmland. This
charge or rate was fixed by law, Howsver, farmers could appeal
against the rate. [%f then fell to an offlcer of the department
to make a re assessmrat 0f all the factors glviag rise to this
charge amd recommend an adjustment 1f considered necessary.
Services - page 34 -
The word service refers to a Water supply Zervice, which may ot
may not be a2 metered water supply conmectlon from the maln.
Plod Card ~ page 55
"Epled card was a small card mDsasuring about 4 lnches by 3
inches on which was recorded the name of the worker, the time
he or ghe commanced amd finlshed the shift, the hours worked,
the rate at wilch the worker was to be paid (such as laborer,
leading band, tradesman assistant stec.? and what part of the
job his or her time was to be allocated (such as ihe pﬁuring
of concrete, digging trenches, laying pipes etc.). These cards
were then wsed by the wages clerk to make up the pay aud by
the cost clerk towards the preparation of the cost sheets. The
cards were later superseded by t{lme sheets in book form.
Rising (water) maln - pages 60 and 119 .
A rizing main usually refers to tbe pipeline thraough which the
water 1s pumped from the source (bare, dam etc.’ up to the

storage tanks, where it is distributed through gravity mains

tg the counsumer. Somstimes a part of the rising main can also
dpuble up as the gravity main.

Calcutta - page 149
A calcutta was a term wused in bhorse recing where the punter
placed kis bet on horses in different races. I[n order to win
overall, the punter had to win on the horse he had bhacked in
each race.

Dolphin - page 161
A dolphin is the term used for ar isolated marine structure
against which ships c¢an be berfhed and/or moored.
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